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Christ is crucified.  Unlike the western 
images of the Crucifixion, where 
the Lord hangs limply, victimized by 
the cruelty of humanity, Orthodox 
icons depict Christ victorious even 
in death.  His eyes are closed, and 
His head is slightly bowed, depicting 
physical death.  The halo still shines 
about His head, signifying that even 
in physical death, He remains divine.  
The Lord is depicted standing, 
rather than hanging.  His palms are 
open outward as He stretches His 
arms as if inviting the world into 
His embrace.  He is not a victim of 
his circumstances, but has willingly 
sacrificed Himself in order to grant 
salvation to His creation.

On the left stands His mother, the Holy Theotokos.  Sometimes she stands 
alone, other times she is with the other myrrhbearing women.  Her face 
reflects her anguish and pain at the sight before her.  On the right stands St. 
John the Theologian (the one much loved by Christ).  Standing next to St. 
John, some icons depict a Roman soldier (Longinus) who having witnessed the 
Crucifixion proclaimed, ““Surely this was the Son of God.” 

The sign hung on the Cross above Christ’s head reads in Latin “INRI” - “Jesus, 
King of the Jews.”  In many icons there will be the inscription “ICXC - NIKA” 
which translates from the Greek to “Jesus Christ - He [Christ] Conquers”.
In the background is seen the walls of Jerusalem, confirming that the 
Crucifixion took place outside the city limits, referring to the scapegoat ritual 
of Atonement Day, where the scapegoat was believed to carry the sins of the 
people away from their camp.  

The site of the Crucifixion is upon the mound of Golgotha, the burial place of 
Adam.  At the base of the Cross the ground has split open (the earthquake 
opened the earth) revealing the skull of Adam, the sinful, being washed 
clean by the blood of the crucified Christ, as it pours down the Cross, into the 
ground, and to the skull.  Christ is the “New Adam” replacing Adam; a new 
humanity established upon the death of the old.  The skull also acknowledges 
the victory over death and sin, refocusing not on death, but, on life, focusing 
on the Harrowing of Hades.  

In the corners are often depicted the sun and the moon.  The sun is darkened, 
and the moon glows red, in reference to Revelation 6:12-13 - “I watched as he 
opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like 
sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red...”  This echos 
events at the cross after Jesus’ death as written in Matthew 27.50-52 – “And 
when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that 
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The 
earth shook and the rocks split...”

The multitude of mockers and accusers are not shown, as the icons only 
depict those saints and angels “illumined by the Truth” who bear witness at 
the Cross.  Often angels are seen sorrowfully flanking the cross, heads bowed, 
hands covering their faces, unable to witness the scene.

Some icons depict an angel with a chalice collecting the blood and water that 
is seen pouring out of Christ’s side where he was stabbed by the spear.  The 
emission of blood and water convinced the doubter of Christ’s death, however 
the image is reminiscent of the Divine Liturgy, and brings to remembrance 
Christ’s words regarding His Passion: “Drink from it all of you. For this is My 
blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins”. 
The blood from Christ’s side which convinced the faithless at Golgotha that 
He was dead is in fact the very thing which brings life to those dead in sin.

The Icon of the Crucifixion portrays both horror and victory, the earthly and 
the heavenly, death and life eternal.
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THE PASCHAL SERMON
The Catechetical Sermon of St. John Chrysostom is read during Matins of Pascha.

If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant triumphal 
feast. If any man be a wise servant, let him rejoicing enter into the joy of his Lord. 
If any have labored long in fasting, let him now receive his recompense. If any have 
wrought from the first hour, let him today receive his just reward. If any have come 
at the third hour, let him with thankfulness keep the feast. If any have arrived at 
the sixth hour, let him have no misgivings; because he shall in nowise be deprived 
thereof. If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him draw near, fearing nothing. 
If any have tarried even until the eleventh hour, let him, also, be not alarmed at his 
tardiness; for the Lord, who is jealous of his honor, will accept the last even as the 
first; He gives rest unto him who comes at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who 
has wrought from the first hour.

And He shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the one He 
gives, and upon the other He bestows gifts. And He both accepts the deeds, and 
welcomes the intention, and honors the acts and praises the offering. Wherefore, 
enter you all into the joy of your Lord; and receive your reward, both the first, and 
likewise the second. You rich and poor together, hold high festival. You sober and 
you heedless, honor the day. Rejoice today, both you who have fasted and you who 
have disregarded the fast. The table is full-laden; feast ye all sumptuously. The calf 
is fatted; let no one go hungry away.

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. let no 
one bewail his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no one 
weep for his iniquities, for pardon has shown forth from the grave. Let no one fear 
death, for the Savior’s death has set us free. He that was held prisoner of it has 
annihilated it. By descending into Hell, He made Hell captive. He embittered it 
when it tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah, foretelling this, did cry: Hell, said he, was 
embittered, when it encountered Thee in the lower regions. It was embittered, for it 
was abolished. It was embittered, for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it was 
slain. It was embittered, for it was overthrown. It was embittered, for it was fettered 
in chains. It took a body, and met God face to face. It took earth, and encountered 
Heaven. It took that which was seen, and fell upon the unseen.

O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and 
you are overthrown. Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and 
the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is risen, and not one dead 
remains in the grave. For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits 
of those who have fallen asleep. To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. 
Amen.

ПАСХАЛЬНЕ СЛОВО СВ. ЙОАНА ЗОЛОТОУСТОГО
Огласительним слово, читається на Утрені Пасхи.

Хто побожний і боголюбивий, нехай радіє цим величним і світлим святом. Хто 
розумний слуга, нехай весело увійде в радість Господа свого. Хто потрудився 
постом, нехай сьогодні отримає нагороду. Хто від ранньої години став до 
праці, нехай тепер одержить справедливу заплату. Хто по дев’ятій годині 
прийшов, нехай дякує Богові і радісно святкує. Хто по дванадцятій годині 
прибув, нехай не тривожиться, бо йому ні в чому не буде відмовлено. А хто не 
встиг і на третю годину, нехай приступить без вагання. І хто прибув лише на 
п’яту годину, нехай не боїться, що запізнився. Бо Владика милосердний. Він 
приймає останнього, як і першого. 

Він задовольняє однаково і того, хто спізнився, і того, хто працює від ранку. І 
останнього він милує, і про першого дбає; і тому щедро дає, і цього обдаровує. 
І вчинки Він приймає, і наміри вітає; і зроблене шанує, і щирі бажання Він 
хвалить. Ось тому й увійдіть усі в радість Господа свого; і перші і останні, 
прийміть однаково нагороду! Багаті і бідні, веселіться разом! Витривалі і 
недбайливі, вшануйте цей день! Звеселіться сьогодні ті, що постили, і ті, що 
не постили! Господня трапеза готова – розкошуйте всі! Пасха свята – нехай 
ніхто не виходить голодним!

 Усі відживляйтеся святом віри, всі споживайте з багатства Божої доброти! 
Нехай ніхто не нарікає на вбогість, бо царювання вселюдне настало. Нехай 
ніхто не засмучується гріхами, бо прощення з гробу всім засіяло. Нехай ніхто 
не боїться смерті, бо смерть Спасителя нас визволила; знищив її Той, кого вона 
тримала. Ад полонив Той, хто до аду зійшов; зазнав він смутку, зіткнувшись 
з Його тілом. Передбачивши це, пророк Ісая голосно кликав: Ад засмутився, 
стрінувши долі Тебе. Засмутився, бо знищений. Засмутився, бо зневажений. 
Засмутився, бо смерть на нього прийшла. Засмутився, бо зруйнований. 
Засмутився, бо зв’язаний. Взяв людину, а на Бога натрапив. Взяв землю, а 
стрінув небо. Взяв, що бачив, і впав через те, чого не добачив. 

Де твоє, смерте, жало? Де твоя, аде, перемога? Воскрес Христос – і ти 
звалений. Воскрес Христос – і попадали демони. Воскрес Христос – і радіють 
ангели. Воскрес Христос – і життя вільно пливе. Воскрес Христос – і не 
стало в гробах ні одного мертвого. Бо Христос устав із мертвих, і початок 
воскресіння настав спочилим. Йому слава і влада на віки віків. Амінь.
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Memory Eternal: UOC of the USA Expresses Prayerful Condolences to Metropolitan Antony upon the Repose of 
his brother Ronald of Blessed Memory

As we enter Holy Week, it is with deep sadness that the Council of the Metropolia, Consistory, Clergy and faithful 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, received news of the repose of the servant of God Ronald Scharba 
– the youngest brother of His Eminence Metropolitan Antony.  

Just this weekend, we recalled Christ’s statement, “I am the resurrection and the Life. He that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live,” (John 11:25-26). It is with this hope of resurrection in Christ, that we offer 
our sincerest condolences to His Eminence Metropolitan Antony.   

So often, Vladyka Antony is the one who offers comfort to his flock as they go through losses and hardships in 
their lives.  Today, we hold our Metropolitan and his siblings close in our hearts, our thoughts and our prayers. 

With the saints give rest, O Christ, to the soul of Your departed servant, Ronald, where there is neither sickness 
nor sorrow nor sighing, but life everlasting. Amen. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Вічна Пам’ять: УПЦ США Висловлює Молитовні Співчуття Митрополиту Антонію з приводу відходу у 
вічність наймолодшого брата Рональда

Розпочинаючи духовну мандрівку Страсного Тижня, Рада Митрополії, Консисторії, Духовенствo та вірні 
Української Православної Церкви США отримали сумну вістку про відхід у вічність слуги Божого Рональда 
Щерби - наймолодшого брата Високопреосвященного митрополита Антонія.

Буквально кілька днів тому ми розмірковували над висловом Христа: «Я - воскресіння і Життя. Хто вірує 
в Мене, хоч і бувши мертвим - житиме» (Іван 11: 25-26). Саме з цією надією на воскресіння у Христі, ми 
висловлюємо найщиріші співчуття Митрополиту Антонію.

Дуже часто Владика Антоній є тим, хто висловлює спічуття та опікується своєю духовною паствою, коли 
люди переживають втрати та труднощі у своєму житті. Сьогодні ж ми підтримуємо нашого духовного отця  
- митрополита та його братів і сестру - у наших серцях, наших думках і наших молитвах.

Зі святими упокой, Христе, душу спочилого слуги Свого Рональда, де немає ні хвороби, ні смутку, ні 
зітхання, але вічне життя. Амінь.
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I believe, Lord! Help my unbelief...

Even though the Covid-19 pandemic 
has not yet completely receded, the 
Church, obeying all the quarantine 
restrictions, is slowly returning 
to Her normal rhythm of life. For 
the last few weeks, the Hierarchs 
have been visiting the parishes of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the United States of America. 
This time, on April 11, 2021, on the 
4th Sunday of the Great Lent, His 
Eminence Metropolitan Antony and 
His Eminence Archbishop Daniel 
visited All Saints Parish in New York, 
where Fr. Vitaliy Pavlykivsky serves 
as the parish priest. He, along with 
the parish president, gladly greeted 
Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop 
Daniel according to the Ukrainian 
tradition with bread and salt.

The festive service began with the 
consecration of icons and kiots with 
the relics of saints. The parish was 
blessed to have received a great 
and precious gift - the relics of St. 
Basil the Great, St. Andrew the 
First-Called, St. John Chrysostom, 
and St. Nicholas the Wonderworker.  
These relics will be of great physical 
and spiritual benefit to the faithful of 
the parish. 

After the consecration, Metropolitan 
Antony, blessing the faithful with 
dikirii and trikirii, began the joyful 
Divine Liturgy. The Hierarchs were 
assisted by the parish priest Fr. Vitaliy 
Pavlykivsky and deacons: Myroslav 
Mykytyuk, Mykola Zomchak and 
Ihor Protsak. The Archpastoral 
service was complemented by the 
majestic choir of the parish under 
the professional leadership of 
Dobrodiyka Stephaniya.

In his sermon, Archbishop Daniel 
began preaching by commenting 
on the passage from the Gospel 
about the faith of a man who said 
to Christ, “I believe, Lord, help my 
unbelief”. Vladyka mentioned that 
faith is a very important component, 
especially at this time, in the 21st 
century, during the coronavirus 
pandemic. After all, many people 
have despaired, stopped going 
to church;  others say that they 
believe in God, but lacking faith 
in their hearts, find no need to 
attend church. Archbishop Daniel 
also noted that God works in our 
lives only then, when we are part 
of each other’s lives. God works 
when we are part of a family that 
prays, communicates, and teaches 
each other to live a Christian life, 

because we are all part of the 
mystical Body of Jesus Christ. At 
the end, His Eminence emphasized 
that to receive God’s blessings in 
our lives we must adhere to three 
fundamental Christian principles: 
to believe, to live a holy life, and to 
place our hope in God.

At the conclusion of Divine Liturgy, 
Archbishop Daniel consecrated the 
crosses on the gates. The parish 
priestexpressed his gratitude to 
the Hierarchs for their Archpastoral 
visit, consecration of icons and 
kiots, the installation of the relics, 
and the common prayer. Fr. Vitaliy 
also thanked all the donors and 
benefactors of the holy temple, 
and emphasized the value of the 
relics that from now on will be in the 
temple for veneration. After that, the 
bishops, together with the clergy 
and all the parishioners of the holy 
temple, gathered in the parish 
hall for a festive luncheon, again, 
obeying the restrictions due to the 
pandemic.

During the luncheon, Archbishop 
Daniel spoke to those gathered 
about a number of charitable 
initiatives fostered by the Church.  
He asked that the faithful not forget 

the less fortunate and consider 
donating to support the children 
in theUkrainian Orphanages. His 
Eminence particularly referred 
to the upcoming St. Sophia 
Seminary Mission Trip allowing the 
seminarians the opportunity to work 
with the children.  Parishioners 
graciously responded by donating 
more than $600 towards the 
mission trip.

The afternoon concluded on a 
cheerful note as the seminarians, 
and parishioners performed several 
spiritual works.

Архіпастирський Візит 
Митрополита Антонія та 
Архієпископа Даниїла на 
Українську Православну Парафію 
Всіх Святих в Нью Йорку

Вірую, Господи! Допоможи моєму 
невірству...

Незважаючи на те, що пандемія 
Covid-19 ще не відступила 
повністю, проте Церква 
дотримуючись усіх карантинних 
норм, помаленьку повертається 
у звичайний ритм життя. Вже 
вкотре за останніх кілька 
тижнів  Ієрархи здійснили 
візит на парафії Української 
Православної Церкви США. 
Цього разу, 11 квітня 2021 року 
Божого, у 4-ту неділю Великого 
Посту, Високопреосвященніший 
Митрополит Антоній та 
Високопреосвященніший Архієпископ 
Даниїл відвідали парафію 
Всіх Святих у Нью-Йорку, де 
настоятелем є протоієрей Віталій 
Павликівський. Настоятель храму 
разом з головою парафії радо 
вітали Митрополита Антонія 
та Архієпископа Даниїла за 
українською традицією хлібом 
і сіллю у храмі. Святкове 
Богослужіння розпочалося 
з освячення ікон та кіотів з 
вкладанням у них мощей святих. 
Варто зазначити, що церква 
отримала велике надбання – 
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мощі св. Василія Великого, св. ап. 
Андрія Первозванного, св. Івана 
Золотоустого та св. Миколая 
Чудотворця, які будуть слугувати 
людям для їх фізичного та 
духовного зцілення. 

Опісля освячення, Митрополит 
Антоній, благословенням 
дикиріями та трикиріями, 
розпочав святкову Божественну 
літургію. Ієрархам співслужили 
настоятель храму, отець 
Віталій Павликівський та 
диякони: Мирослав Микитюк, 
Микола Зомчак та Ігор Процак. 
Архієрейську службу доповнював 
величавий хор парафії під 
професійним керівництвом 
добродійки Стефанії Кулик.

Свою проповідь владика Даниїл 
почав з коментування уривку з 
Євангелія про віру чоловіка, який 
сказав до Христа, “я вірую Боже, 
допоможи моєму невірству”. 
Владика зауважив, що віра є дуже 
важливою річчю, особливо в цей 
час, в 21 столітті, в час пандемії 
коронавірусу. Адже багато 
людей зневірилося, перестали 
ходити до церкви, багато людей 
кажуть, що вони вірують в Бога, 

але маючи віру в серці не йдуть 
до церкви. Архієпископ Даниїл 
зазначив, що Бог діє тоді, коли 
ми є частиною життя один 
одного. Бог діє тоді, коли ми є 
частиною родини, яка молиться, 
яка спілкується і яка вчить одна 
одну жити по-християнськи, бо 
всі ми є частиною містичного 
тіла Ісуса Христа. Наприкінці 
владика наголосив, що отримати 
Боже благословення можливо 
дотримуючись трьох основних 
християнських принципів: 
вірити, жити свято своє життя та 
покладати свою надію на Бога.

По закінченні літургії, Архієпископ 
Даниїл здійснив освячення 
надвратних хрестів. Настоятель 
храму, в свою чергу висловив 
слова подяки Ієрархам за їхній 
Архіпастирський візит, освячення 
ікон та кіотів, а також за вкладення 
мощів та спільну молитву. 
Отець-настоятель подякував 
також й усім жертводавцям та 
благодійникам святого храму, 
наголосивши на цінності мощів, 
які тепер будуть перебувати у 
їхньому храмі для поклоніння.  
Після цього, єпископи, разом 
зі священнослужителями та 

усіма присутніми парафіянами 
та прихожанами святого храму, 
зібрались у парафіяльній залі 
для святкового обіду, знову-таки, 
дотримуючись усіх необхідних 
норм в часі пандемії.

Під час святкової трапези 
Архієпископ Даниїл нагадав усім 
присутнім про діла милосердя 
та закликав усіх до жертовності 
та підтримки дітей-сиріт в 
українських інтернатах. Зокрема, 
у підтримці місії семінаристів 
Свято-Софіївської Семінарії, а 
саме подорожі до українських 
інтернатів для праці з дітьми, 
котра відбудеться цього літа. 
Парафіяни та прихожани 
храму активно відгукнулись та 
пожертвували кошти в розмірі 
більше 600 доларів на потреби 
місії.

Під час обіду семінаристи та 
парафіяни виконали декілька 
духовних творів.

Photos by Subdeacon Yaroslav 
Bilohan

Text by Deacon Mykola Zomchak

В другу неділю Великого посту та 
в день пам’яті святителя Григорія 
Палами і собору усіх преподобних 
отців Києво-Печерських, 28 
березня 2021 року, Предстоятель 
Православної Церкви України 
очолив Божественну літургію у 
кафедральному Михайлівському 
соборі Свято-Михайлівського 
Золотоверхого монастиря.

Блаженнійшому Митрополиту 
Київському і всієї України 
Епіфанію співслужили архієпископ 
Даниїл - Правлячий Архієрей 
Західньої Єпархіії Української 
Православної Церкви США, 
намісник Золотоверхої обителі 
архієпископ Вишгородський 
Агапіт, всечесна братія монастиря 
та запрошене духовенство. 
Разом із архієпископом 
Даниїлом, з Предстоятелем 
Православної Церкви України 
молився настоятель Українського 
Православного Собору св. князя 
Володимира (УПЦ США) у місті 
Філадельфія (США) - протоієрей 
Тарас Науменко, котрий отримав 
з рук Предстоятеля нагрудного 
наперсного хреста з оздобами.

Після прочитання Євангелія, 
Блаженніший митрополит Епіфаній 

виголосив першосвятительське 
слово проповіді.

Згодом за богослужінням 
лунала всеукраїнська молитва 
за припинення пошесті згубної 
(епідемії).

Завершилася недільна відправа 
урочистим молебнем.
____________________________

On the second Sunday of Great 
Lent, March 28th, honoring the 
memory of St. Gregory Palamas, 
as the bells chimed, the faithful 
gathered in the St. Michael Golden-
domed Monastery to participate in 
the Divine Liturgy served by His 
Beatitude Metropolitan Epifaniy of 
Kyiv and All Ukraine.

Concelebrating with the Primate 
of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine 
was His Eminence Archbishop 
Daniel, Ruling Hierarch of the 
Western Eparchy of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine, 
along with Archbishop Ahapit of 
Vyshhorod, Abbot of the Golden-
Domed Monastery, the venerable 
brothers of the monastery and 
the invited clergy, among which 

was V. Rev. Taras Naumenko, 
pastor of St. Vladimir Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, who was traveling 
with Archbishop Daniel.

As the early morning sun broke 
through the clouds, the golden 
domes of the monastery gleamed 
brightly, like beacons of hope for 
the world.  Inside, the centuries old 
cathedral, transported the faithful 
from the earthly to the divine.  The 
ancient edifice, strong and resilient, 
having survived destruction by the 
Soviets in the 1930’s, stood once 
again in all its glory having been 
refurbished, and in recent history 
reopened for public worship.  The 
multiple domes reflected the glory 
of Heaven to those gathered below.  
The columns, covered in images of 
saints and martyrs, strengthened 
the faith of the multitudes.  As the 
magnificent choir sang the hymns, 
their voices echoing off the pillars, 
they gave the impression of the 
bodiless powers praising the Lord, 
as the sweet melodies invisibly 
surrounded and enveloped those 
below.  Standing among so many 
humans, surrounded by saints, 



watched over by Christ and His 
angels, the people who gathered 
felt themselves standing outside of 
time as the Divine Liturgy began in 
all its glory.

Vested in Lenten purple vestments, 
the clergy fervently prayed before 
the Altar of God for the sick, the 
suffering, for plentiful harvest, good 
weather, and peace in the world.

Having read the Gospel from Mark 
2:1-12, about the paralytic being 
lowered through an open ceiling 
by his four friends to be healed by 
Christ, His Beatitude Metropolitan 
Epifaniy gave a touching and 
thought-provoking sermon.

With their faces covered in 
masks, hundreds of faithful stood 
continued to pray humbly, as others 
approached for Holy Communion.  
As the sunlight streamed in through 
the windows, like threads connected 
Heaven and Earth, mothers brought 
their young children forward to light 
candles, and as the icon of St. 
Gregory Palamas was placed on the 
tetrapod, the faithful approached to 
venerate the saint.  Bowing low, and 
either kissing the icon through their 
mask, or touching it respectfully 
with their forehead, young and old 
approached, beseeching the saint 
to intercede before God for them.

After Communion, the three 
hierarchs and multitude of clergy 
descended into the nave to hold 
a short service, praying for an 
appeasement of the pandemic, 
safety from infection, and a quick 
and complete recovery for those 
who had contracted the virus.  As 
the service concluded and the final 
prayer for Ukraine (Boje Velykyj) 
was sung, the faithful once again 
got in line to venerate the icon of 
St. Gregory.  Having removed his 
liturgical vestments, Metropolitan 
Epifaniy, blessed the crowd as he 
made his way from the church.  

The ornate golden Royal Gates 
swung closed, but, the people 
did not leave.  Instead the faithful 
dispersed to various corners of the 
large monastery church, praying 
before the saints, laying flowers 
before the icons of the Mother-of-
God, and lighting candles as they 
prayed with fervent supplication for 
the Lord’s mercy upon them, their 
families, Ukraine and all the world.

Outdoors, the clouds scuttled 
across the sky, as flocks of doves 
exploded from the bell tower as the 
bells chimed.  With the cross topped 
golden domes still brightly reflecting 
the sunlight, the courtyard of the 
church filled with people, coming, 
and going.  The St. Michael Golden-
Domed Monastery having survived 
the centuries, having provided a 
safe haven in times of trouble and 
strife, having been a source of 
peace in wartime, stands as a point 
of prayer, Communion with God, 
and an indelible source of hope for 
the future of Ukraine, the Orthodox 
Church, and all the world.

Photos by Protodeacon Ivan sydor 
and Ivan Kot
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ARCHBISHOP DANIEL VISITED ST. ANTHONY OF THE DESERT 
MISSION OF THE UOC OF THE USA, LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO

On Saturday evening April 17th 
Fr. Gabriel Rochelle presided over 
Great Vespers, held outside on the 
grounds of St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church, because the chapel is still 
cordoned off and limited in seating 
due to the ongoing Covid-19 alerts 
in the State of New Mexico. 

Some twenty people attended the 
outdoor service, at the conclusion 
of which His Eminence Archbishop 
Daniel brought greetings to the 
parish family and spoke about 
commitment to Christ as basic to our 
faith.  Due to the Covid restrictions, 
no meal was held as usual, but many 
people stayed to visit with Vladyka 
after the conclusion of Vespers.

On Sunday April 18th, the Fifth 
Sunday of Lent commemorating 
St. Mary of Egypt, the congregation 
gathered in the parish hall for the 
Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM.  We 
have had to be creative in our use 
of space during this time and the 
parish hall has proven to be ample in 

space on most weekends.  Despite 
the absence of some regular 
members due to precautions over 
the virus, thirty-nine people were in 
attendance. 

The Liturgy was preceded by the 
joyous occasion of the tonsuring 
and setting aside of Seminarian 
of St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox 
Theological Seminary Christopher 
Encapera as Subdeacon.  
Christopher and his wife Dr. Kim 
and their two children, Isobel and 
Ruby, are long-time members of 
the mission; Christopher is on the 
verge of finishing the MA in Applied 
Orthodox Theology at St. Sophia 
Seminary.

In his sermon, Archbishop Daniel 
stated: “… We read in the Epistle 
lesson today: “... HOW MUCH MORE 
SHALL THE BLOOD OF CHRIST...
PURIFY YOUR CONSCIENCE.” 
What is that inner voice in each of 
us called conscience?  How did it 
get there?  Is there anyone behind 

it?  What is its purpose?  Why does 
it have the power to make our lives 
on earth heaven or hell?

In his letter to the Romans St. Paul 
says:  “WHEN THE GENTILES 
WHO HAVE NOT THE LAW DO 
BY NATURE WHAT THE LAW 
REQUIRES, THEY ARE A LAW 
THEMSELVES, EVEN THOUGH 
THEY DO NOT HAVE THE LAW.  
THEY SHOW THAT WHAT THE 
LAW REQUIRES IS WRITTEN ON 
THEIR HEARTS, WHILE THEIR 
CONSCIENCE ALSO BEARS 
WITNESS...”  For St. Paul the world 
was divided into two classes of 
people:

the Jews who had the law given to 
them directly by God in written from, 
and
the Gentiles who, although they 
did not have the written law, 
nevertheless had a God-implanted 
instinctive knowledge of right and 
wrong within their hearts.

Both would be judged by God, says 
Paul.  The Jew on the basis of the 
written law; the Gentile on the basis 
of the law that was written not on 
tablets or books but in the heart, i.e. 
the conscience…

… When a person sins, conscience 
reacts like a broken bone.  As a 
broken bone hurts because it is not 
where it ought to be, so conscience 
hurts and pains us when it is 
not where it ought to be - a right 
relationship with God.  The deed 
we did, the word we said, the harm 
we caused, the good we might have 
done -- all these are brought back by 
conscience to trouble us.  But why?  
For what reason?  Does God wish to 
inflict misery upon us?  NO!  That’s 
not the kind of God we believe in.  
God allows conscience to trouble 
us for one reason: to awaken us, to 
bring us to repentance, to guide us 
to a better way. 

A hurt conscience is God speaking 
to us, telling us that we have denied 
life (we have denied HIM).  What 
pain is to the body (a warning that 
something is wrong, urging us to 
seek medical help), that is what a 
hurt conscience is to the soul (urging 
us to seek spiritual help). One of 
the great doctors of our church, 
Venerable Maximos the Confessor 
says it very simply.  “DO NOT 
DISHONOR YOUR CONSCIENCE, 
WHICH ALWAYS GIVES YOU 
EXCELLENT ADVICE, FOR IT 
OFFERS YOU DIVINE ADVICE.”  
St. John Climacus or John of the 
Ladder as he is better known in 
the Church, says: “AFTER GOD, 
LET US HAVE CONSCIENCE 
AS OUR AIM AND RULE FOR 
EVERYTHING.”

But here is where our Tradition 
differs from the tradition of the 
society we live in regarding 
conscience today.  The Orthodox 
Christian Tradition clearly states 
that conscience by itself is not a 
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safe guide.  It cannot stand by 
itself.  It needs to be developed and 
sensitized by training.  Conscience 
is a safe guide only when it is 
properly educated or “formed” as the 
west would say and safely guided 
by the Holy Spirit.  Conscience 
needs to be educated as to what is 
good and what is evil.  This is the 
role of the Christian Community - 
THE CHURCH.  It is the teaching 
of Christian community, the Church 
with her 2000-year-old tradition 
that educates the conscience 
and enables us to depend on it to 
make the right judgements.  It is 
the Church’s job (all of us) to help 
us keep our conscience in tune.  
Unless we tune our conscience in 
to God often, it will give us wrong or 
flat signals.  It will become a false 
conscience. 

“...HOW MUCH MORE SHOULD 
THE BLOOD OF CHRIST PURIFY 
YOUR CONSCIENCE”  says the 
writer of our Epistle today.  We 
know what conscience can do.  
It can guide.  It can warn.  It can 
instruct. It can bless.  But there is 
one thing conscience cannot do.  IT 
CANNOT UNDUE THE WRONG 
WE HAVE DONE.  IT CANNOT 

HEAL THE WOUNDS IT INFLICTS.  
IT CANNOT FORGIVE SIN.  Only 
Christ can do that.  And the 
message of the Epistle today and 
one of the basic themes of the fifth 
week of the Great Lent.  ONLY THE 
BLOOD OF CHRIST CAN PURIFY 
OUR CONSCIENCE.  ONLY HE 
CAN FORGIVE AND HEAL AND 
ERASE THE PAST TO BRING TO 
CONSCIENCE “The Peace of God 
which passes all understanding.”

At the conclusion of the Divine 
Liturgy, Fr. Gabriel presented 
Vladyka DANIEL with a new icon 
from the hand of Sara Harper, 
a parish member.  This icon of 
The Birth-Giver of God (Virgin) of 
Guadalupe is revered by people of 
Mexican descent and is, therefore, 
popular in the American Southwest 
and especially in New Mexico.  

Vladyka DANIEL blessed the icon 
which will be placed on the wall of 
his office at the Spiritual Center/
Metropolia of the UOC of the USA in 
South Bound Brook, NJ.  Due to the 
Covid problems, Sara was unable 
to attend the service personally and 
designated Fr. Gabriel to present it 
in her stead. 

The parish council with Sharon 
Italiano, president, met at the home 
of Blake and Louiza Davenport in 
the late afternoon to discuss the 
future of the parish.  Despite the 
trials Saint Anthony Mission has 
experienced during the coronavirus 
pandemic – as have so many 
parishes – the parish family has 
remained strong; finances have 
increased over the last year and 
commitment to Christ and his 
church is as strong as ever, if not 
stronger.  There has been some 
attrition over the year but interested 
people continue to approach the 
parish for information and to inquire 
about membership.

Vladyka Daniel and the two 
seminarians, Yaroslav Bilohan and 
Pavlo Vysotskyi, left Las Cruces, 
NM Monday morning following a 
farewell breakfast: coffee (made 
by Pani Susan) and scones (baked 
by Fr. Gabriel) with Fr. Gabriel and 
Pani Susan.

Photos by Subdeacons Yaroslav 
Bilohan and Pavlo Vysotskyi

ARCHBISHOP DANIEL VISITS ST. GEORGE MISSION OF THE 
UOC OF THE USA IN ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO

His Eminence Archbishop DANIEL, 
the spiritual father of the Western 
Eparchy of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the USA arrived in El 
Paso, Texas with seminarians of 
Saint Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox 
Theological Seminary Subdeacons 
Yaroslav Bilohan and Pavlo 
Vysotskyi on Friday, 17 April, 2021.     

Early Saturday morning His 
Eminence and the subdeacons 
and Fr. Gabriel Rochelle – pastor 
of St. Anthony of the Desert 
Orthodox Mission of the UOC of 
the USA, drove the eighty miles to 
Alamogordo, a city of about 30,000, 
and to the outlying district of La Luz, 
NM. 

Deacon Theodore (Ted) Brinegar 
and his family, Pani Elizabeth and 
their five children, have established 
St. George the Great Martyr 
Orthodox Mission in the last two 
years.  Deacon has been attached 
to St. Anthony of the Desert 
Mission, but he and the family have 
established a new mission of our 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
USA on the grounds of their own 
home.  There they have built a 
reinforced tent and outfitted it with 
materials gained from a parish in 
North Carolina.  The result is a very 
serviceable and quite attractive 
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chapel. Deacon Ted continues his 
work at Holloman Air Force Base as 
Director of Outdoor Recreation.

On Pentecost of 2020, Fr. Gabriel 
baptized four adults who serve as 
the backbone of the parish along with 
the Brinegar family.  Child member 
Luke Finch was Chrismated in 
March of this year and attends with 
his family. His father Caleb Finch 
has been a long-term member of St. 
Anthony, with past service on parish 
council, but the Finch family lives a 
shorter distance from the St. George 
mission.  Most recently the parish 
has received a new member, Olena 
Malanushenko, a native of Crimea 
(Ukraine) but has been living in the 
US for several decades.  Seminarian 
of St. Sophia Seminary Subdeacon 
Aaron Holloway, who also entered 
Orthodoxy at St. Anthony Mission, 
serves with Deacon Ted at the 
altar.  The other adult members 

who entered by baptism are Eric 
LeFevbre, Kira Miller, and Jose and 
Michele Sapata.  These people, 
except Michele who had a family 
commitment elsewhere, were all 
present at the Saturday liturgy and 
eager to visit with Archbishop Daniel.

His Eminence stressed the 
importance of making a commitment 
to the basic faith of the church, 
and that this is most important 
to remember beyond our Lenten 
fasting or ascetic practice.  We are 
called to confess Christ in the most 
positive and simple way that we can, 
in order to witness to others.  Such 
a witness is frequently best done by 
actions rather than a lot of words, 
in accord with a saying of St. John 
Chrysostom: “preach the gospel at 
all times; use words if you must.”

Following the Divine Liturgy on 
Saturday morning, we were treated 

to an outdoor potluck lunch on the 
grounds of the Brinegar home. 

His Eminence, as always, showed 
his love for young people in his 
attentiveness to the Finch children, 
Paula and Luke, and the Brinegar 
children: Nicholas, Juliana, Karina, 
Esther, and Charity.  We were 
also introduced to the Brinegar’s 
Colorado Mountain dogs and Flora’s 
ten puppies who are a month old. 

With great thanks to Vladyka 
from all the people at St. George 
Mission, Fr. Gabriel, seminarians 
and Archbishop Daniel returned to 
Las Cruces, NM in the afternoon to 
prepare for the visit to St. Anthony 
Mission.  

Photos by Subdeacons Yaroslav 
Bilohan and Pavlo Vysotskyi Two years ago, a group of 

Orthodox Christians from Western 
North Carolina reached out to the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
USA to consider establishing a 
mission in Waynesville, NC.  A loose 
community had already formed 
around regular service projects, 
such as a regular rotation in a local 
soup kitchen and it was clear that the 
area would benefit from a mission.  
However, one of the challenges that 
had to be addressed was that they 
would not have a priest in residency 
for the foreseeable future.  It was 
clear that such a situation would 
require lay leaders with both the 
ability to lead readers services and, 
more importantly, to work closely 
with assigned clergy to deal with 
the many challenges that missions 
face. 

His Eminence Metropolitan Antony 
and His Eminence Archbishop 
Daniel assigned Very Rev. Fr. 
Anthony Perkins to determine 
whether such a mission would be 
sustainable. After several months 
of in-depth weekly interviews and 
conversations with the leaders of 
the community, Fr. Anthony offered 
a positive report. Our bishops 
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agreed, assigned Fr. Anthony (who 
had recently moved to Hartwell, 
Georgia), and their first service was 
held in the home of Subdeacon 
John and Tabitha Cumming’s house 
at the end of August of 2019. They 
soon moved into a rental space and 
began a regular rotation of reader 
services, with Fr. Anthony coming 
in to serve every other weekend 
and the minor clergy leading the 
services in his absence.

Thanks to its love for one 
another, its mission focus, and 
its beautiful services (and the 
truth of Orthodoxy!), the mission 
gained momentum and managed 
to hold on to it despite the many 
challenges of the past year (even 
moving into a much bigger rental 
space in March 2021).  Much of this 
success is thanks to the tireless 
work of Subdeacon John.  In 
addition to serving as the lay leader 
of the parish and Fr. Anthony’s 
senior clerical representative 
(and his regular job in substance 
abuse recovery), he is a second-
year seminarian of our St Sophia 
Ukrainian Orthodox Theological 
Seminary’s Distance Learning 
program.  While this deaconal 
formation program is three years 
long, in recognition of the unique 
situation of the mission, the Council 
of Bishops of the UOC of the USA 
agreed to ordain Subdeacon John 
as a deacon in his second year of 
studies.

It was for this reason that His 
Eminence Archbishop Daniel visited 
Waynesville, NC and led their Palm/
Willow Sunday celebrations this 
past weekend.

This was not Vladyka Daniel’s first 
trip; it was his third.  His first was 
to meet the leaders of the fledgling 
community as part of his evaluation 
for their petition for mission status.  
The second was to deliver a vanload 
of supplies to the Pathways Center, 
the half-way house and soup that the 

community supports (and at which 
Tabitha Cummings works full-time).  
Despite this familiarity, on Saturday 
the laity of Holy Resurrection were 
on pins and needles.  All that 
tension disappeared as soon as 
His Eminence walked in the church 
door with his generous and friendly 
greeting.  From that moment, the 
whole weekend moved onwards 
and upwards, from glory to glory.

The formal celebration began with 
the Parish Vigil for Palm Sunday, 
with Vladyka Daniel presiding, Fr. 
Anthony and seminarian Deacon 
Myroslav Mykytyuk celebrating, and 
Subdeacon Yaroslav Bilohan and 
Subdeacon John assisting.  The 
beautiful chanting and music made 
the joy of the Entrance visceral.  
After anointing the faithful at the 
end of Vigil, Vladyka Daniel blessed 
the evening meal and spent the 
next couple of hours talking with 
and providing pastoral guidance to 
the faithful.

At 9:00AM the next morning, the 
community greeted His Eminence.  
One of our youngest parishioners 
greeted him with flowers, after which 
Subdeacon John presented him 
with bread and salt and welcomed 
him and thanked him for his 
continual support over the last two 
years.  During his remarks to both 
Subdeacon John and Fr. Anthony, 
Archbishop Daniel commended the 
community for their commitment 
and Subdeacon John and Fr. 
Anthony for their leadership. 

The Festal Hierarchical Liturgy was 
beautiful.  His Eminence Archbishop 
Daniel was joined at the altar by Fr. 
Anthony, Fr. Samuel Seamans – 
pastor of St. Thomas Mission of the 
UOC of the USA in Mountain Home, 
AR, and Deacon Myroslav Mykytyuk 
of St. Sophia Seminary in South 
Bound Brook, NJ.  Fr. Samuel and 
Pani Olga came in for the weekend 
to show their support to Subdeacon 
John and the Holy Resurrection 

community.  Seminarian Subdeacon 
Yaroslav Bilohan and Subdeacon 
John served in the altar; Reader 
Aidan Buchanan led the choir, and 
Reader Andrew Mowery chanted 
and read the Epistle. 

Following the Anaphora, His 
Eminence laid his hands on 
Subdeacon John Cummings and 
ordained him as a deacon.  In 
the traditional form, and with the 
energy of the children at Jerusalem, 
Vladyka Daniel, the clergy, and 
the people alternated declaring 
“AXIOS!” as the archbishop vested 
him and presented him with the 
diaconal accoutrements.  At the 
end of Liturgy (after Deacon John 
offered his first litany) His Eminence 
blessed and distributed the palms 
and willow branches and, as the joy 
of all abounded, made sure that no 
one left dry!   

As is the custom in the parish, 
the community shared an Agape 
potluck meal, headlined with 
salmon and crawdads.  The parish 
offered gifts to His Eminence 
(including lots of local coffee!), 
our seminarians Deacon Myroslav 
and Subdeacon Yaroslav, as well 
as to the newly ordained Deacon 
John; and Vladyka Daniel gave his 
encouragement, blessings, and 
Resurrection icons to the people.

It was a glorious day!

Fr. Anthony, Deacon John, and all 
the faithful of Holy Resurrection 
thank His Eminence Metropolitan 
Antony and His Eminence Daniel 
for the continual support of the 
mission, Vladyka Daniel for His 
Visit, and the UOC of the USA 
for their warm reception into the 
Ukrainian Orthodox family.  They 
encourage everyone to come and 
enjoy the beauty and hospitality of 
Western NC, and to worship with 
them whenever you can!

Photos by Subdeacon Yaroslav 
Bilohan
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PRAYER FOR THE YOUTH 
  
 
O Lord and Master Jesus Christ, our God, we pray for our young people 
during this Year of the Youth. Grant them to know Your love and the courage 
to overcome the temptations and obstacles in life. Grant them to lead lives 
of virtue as they manifest Your presence in the world. Look down with 
compassion on our youth and send into their hearts and minds the spirit of 
wisdom, of knowledge, and piety to illumine them with the light of truth so 
that they may reject all evil and embrace all that is good. Open their hearts 
and lips to proclaim Your Gospel to the world. Grant to parents, teachers, 
clergy, and all those who minister to our youth, unfailing love and patience. 
May they be a guiding light for the youth, keeping them from the darkness. 
Having been strengthened in the Faith, we pray that our youth bring joy and 
comfort to their parents, family, and to their communities.  For You are 
blessed and glorified now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
 

STATEMENT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ON 
THE PROPOSED EQUALITY ACT

Friday, March 26, 2021

We, the Executive Committee of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the United States of America, 
affirm that all human beings should be treated with dignity and respect, as all are made in the image of God. 
Indeed, the principle of human equality has its origins in Christianity and is enshrined in the Constitution of the 
United States, which rightly prescribes that every person must receive equal treatment under the law.

Consequently, we are deeply concerned about the proposed federal “Equality Act,” which would erode religious 
liberty for both individuals and organizations, including Orthodox Christian jurisdictions, parishes, and faithful. 
The supporters of this Act, in their desire to promote equality, ultimately infringe upon the religious liberty of 
Americans to live according to their faith – a right protected under the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.

Throughout the United States, Orthodox jurisdictions and parishes have ministries, organizations, and facilities 
through which they provide many beneficial services to the public. All of these ministries, organizations, and 
facilities would be directly and negatively affected by the “Equality Act” as written.  Furthermore, the expansive 
nature of the Act would affect the lives and careers of many thousands of religious people in America, including 
Orthodox faithful. All of this is in addition to the broader impact that the Act would have on American society, 
moving it further away from the traditional and normative moral and ethical foundations, as well as deepening 
painful divisions that already exist in the country.

As Orthodox Christian bishops, charged by our Savior Jesus Christ to shepherd His flock, we will continue to 
uphold and proclaim the moral teachings of the Church. We call upon all Orthodox Christians to remain firm in 
the Orthodox Faith. We also call upon our nation’s civic leaders to uphold, and not infringe upon, the religious 
freedom guaranteed by the Bill of Rights, and to continue to extend the protections afforded by the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act.
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From the Desk of Archbishop Daniel:
25 January, 2021
Holy Martyr Tatiana of Rome (26-235) 
With the blessing of the His Eminence Metropolitan Antony, the Consistory Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry has 
begun a review of their work in the on-going effort to improving their work on behalf of the Church.  The first step in this 
review process is an extensive survey effort to discover several key elements for moving into the future. These elements 
include:

•	 Where do our parishes currently stand with youth ministry?
•	 What is our youth, young adult and family involvement in parish life?
•	 What are the struggles of our youth, young adults and families?
•	 What brings our youth and young adults closer to Christ and His Church?
•	 What resources are needed by clergy, youth workers and parishes to better serve their faithful?

These are some of the main areas that will be covered in the surveys.  The surveys have been created to gather the 
widest range of insight and have been tailored to each specific audience.  The surveys are offered for the following 
groups:

1.	 Pre-School/Kindergarden/Adaptive
2.	 Children ages 6-8
3.	 Children ages 9 – 12
4.	 Teenagers 13 – 18
5.	 Young Adults 18 – 29
6.	 Clergy
7.	 Parents
8.	 Youth Workers

To gain the best picture of the needs and strengths in our youth work, we require as many faithful as possible to participate 
in the survey process.  If an adult fits into more than one category, it would be greatly appreciated if they take the survey 
in each area, as the survey ARE different.
 

The results of the survey will be used to aid in planning the scope of work for the Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry for 
the coming years.  The surveys may be found on the https://www.uocyouth.org/youthministrysurvey and will be available 
until April 1st. Please, I appeal to all clergy, parish boards of administration and faithful of the Church: take a few minutes 
of your time and help the Church to care for her Youth.
 
Any questions should be directed to the Director of the Consistory Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
Mrs. Natalie Kapeluck Nixon, at uocyouth@aol.com
 
With prayers,
+Daniel,
By the Grace of God, Archbishop and brother in the Lord

uocyouth.org/youthministrysurvey
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What is it all about?

Using a prayer journal is an amazing way to help us focus our minds and 
hearts on God, deepen our prayer life, and strengthen our relationship with 

Christ.

The team at the Office of Youth Ministry will be guiding our youth of all 
ages through a year of journaling, focusing on the Feasts and Fasts of 
the Church.  Videos from the Journal Room will be released regularly 

throughout the year to aid in this process. Special guests will join us in the 
Journal Room to share their journey.

A Journal Classroom has been set-up as a place for the OYM Team 
members to share resources they are using or have found that could be 

helpful in the creation of YOUR journal.

Join us as we prayerfully journal through the year!
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STATEMENT OF THE COUNCIL OF BISHOPS OF THE UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA: 
REMEMBERING CHORNOBYL NUCLEAR DISASTER

Beloved brethren in the Lord: CHRIST IS AMONG US!

For 35 years, the catastrophe in Chornobyl remains the largest and most devastating nuclear accident in history 
and has rightly been described as the technological disaster of the 20th century.

Recalling and reflecting upon these sobering and saddening facts on the 35th anniversary of the Chornobyl 
catastrophe, we can only lift up our hearts in prayer to the Almighty God and beg for His continued mercy and 
compassion as we remember those who suffered indescribable pain and loss.

We recall firstly, on this solemn anniversary, the many innocent men, women and children who perished in this 
tragedy and we pray for the repose of their souls.  We remember in particular the brave and selfless firefighters, 
who, in the hours and days following the explosion, knowingly and willingly exposed themselves to mortal danger 
and almost certain death in order to extinguish the flames and construct and place the sarcophagus on the 
smoldering ruins of the reactor.  Of such men Christ speaks eloquently when He declares: “Greater love has no 
one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (Jn. 15:13)  We pray that God grant them eternal rest in 
a place of everlasting light where there is no pain, sorrow or mourning.

We also remember and pray for those whose health was irrevocably damaged by the radiation that was released 
that day, those who were taken ill and are living with sickness to this day, and for their families, and for those 
whose lives were cut short by premature death.  We especially remember the children, most of whom who were 
born after the catastrophe itself, who suffer physical and psychological disabilities today because of Chornobyl.  
We also remember and pray for the many thousands of people who were forced, by the noxious cloud of 
radiation, to flee their homes and leave behind forever, everything that was familiar and loved by them: the 
villages, houses, fields and farms where they and generations before them were born, lived, laboured and died.  
May God grant all who suffer His peace, hope and consolation.

And, in a special way, we also remember and pray for our beloved ancestral homeland of Ukraine: so rich, 
generous and abundant, yet so often neglected, plundered, and abused over the centuries by the men who ruled 
over her.

With prayers in Christ the Savior,

+Antony, Metropolitan of the UOC of the USA and Diaspora
+Daniel, Archbishop of the UOC of the USA and Western Europe

ЗВЕРНЕННЯ СОБОРУ ЄПИСКОПІВ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ ПРАВОСЛАВНОЇ ЦЕРКВИ США:
УПЦ США ПАМ’ЯТАЄ: 35-ТА РІЧНИЦЯ ЧОРНОБИЛЬСЬКОЇ АТОМНОЇ КАТАСТРОФИ

Улюблені брати і сестри у Христі: ХРИСТОС ПОСЕРЕД НАС!

Протягом останніх 35-ти років катастрофа в Чорнобилі залишається найгіршою і найбільш руйнівною 
атомною аварією в історії людства, яку ще називають технологічною катастрофою ХХ століття.

Згадуючи та роздумуючи над сумними та моторошними фактами в цю 35-ту річницю Чорнобильської 
катастрофи, ми повинні піднести наші серця в молитві до Всемогутнього Бога і просити у Нього постійного 
милосердя та милості, пам’ятаючи тих, хто зазнав невимовного болю та втрат.

В цю сумну річницю, ми пам’ятаємо про багатьох невинних чоловіків, жінок та дітей, які загинули в цій трагедії 
і ми молимося за упокоєння їхніх душ. Особливо, пам’ятаємо хоробрих та самовідданих пожежників, які в 
години та дні після вибуху свідомо та добровільно піддавалися смертельній небезпеці та майже смертідля 
того, щоб погасити полум’я та побудувати і розмістити саркофаг на тліючих руїнах реактора. Саме цих 
людей Христосмає на увазі, коли він красномовно говорить: “Ніхто більшої любові немає над ту, як хто 
свою душу поклав би за друзів своїх” (Івана 15:13). Ми молимося, щоб Бог подав їм вічний спокій у місці 
світлім, де немає болю, скорботи ні зітхання.

Ми також пам’ятаємо і молимося за тих, чиє здоров’я безповоротно було пошкоджене радіоактивним 
випромінюванням, викинутим в той день, тих, хто захворів і живе з хворобами донині, за їхні сім’ї, і за 
тих, чиє життя обірвала передчасна смерть. Ми пам’ятаємо дітей, більшість з яких народилися після 
самої катастрофи, які сьогодні страждають від фізичних і психологічних вад через Чорнобиль. Ми також 
пам’ятаємо і молимося за багато тисяч людей, яких шкідлива радіаційна хмара змусила втікати з своїх 
будинків і назавжди залишити, все, що для них було дорогим та цінним: села, будинки, поля та ферми, 
де вони і покоління перед ними народилися, жили, трудилися і померли. Нехай Бог подасть усімтим, хто 
страждає Свій мир, надію та втіху.

Також, в особливий спосіб ми згадуємоі молимося за нашу улюблену батьківщину Україну: багату, щедру 
та рясну, і в той же час розкрадену, сплюндровану та вживану на протязі століть людьми, що панували 
над нею.

З молитвами у Христі,

+ Антоній, Митрополит УПЦ США та в Діаспорі
+ Даниїл, Архієпископ УПЦ США та Західної Європи
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Would you consider adding in a new practice to your daily routine during GREAT LENT? 
A new challenge!

Great Lent, the season of our Church Year that is typically observed as a time of repentance, simple living, prayer 
and fasting leading up to PASCHA the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and it begins this year 
on Forgiveness Sunday (March 14, 2021). But what is Great Lent REALLY about?   Many spend the time in self-
examination and reflection as modeled by our Savior in the Gospel according to St. Matthew 4: 1-11 where the 
Lord prayed and fasted for 40 days before beginning his ministry. 

What is supposed to happen with us during these 40 days of fasting and praying in the wilderness of our life? 
Maybe we need some time with God to sort through the major changes happening in our personal way of life. 
Maybe we need to take a break from the regular routine in order to see God in our lives more clearly. Maybe we 
need more time with God for reevaluation of our relationship with Him and the world around us… Maybe we need 
to ask ourselves from time to time: “Who am I called to be?”  So, we are invited into this time of introspection.

Will you join this photo-a-day challenge and share with the community how you perceive each word of the 
day? No explanation needed. After all, a picture is worth a thousand words. Tag us on you Facebook page with 
#myphotoLent. 
You don’t have to be a great photographer. This project is more about the practice of paying attention and being 
intentional. We would love for you to share your photos. Just share them on your Facebook page and tag us, or 
post them on our Facebook wall, in the comment section for each day.
Let’s start this 40-day spiritual journey together, sharing glimpses of our lives with one another. Let this 
be an intentional time, even for a few minutes a day, to pause, to repent, to remember and reflect.
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Christ is Risen!
Христос Воскрес!
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VINAIGRETTE RECIPE WITH BEETS AND SAUERKRAUT
Prep Time: 1 hour 30 minutes Total Time: 1 hour 30 minutes
Servings: 8 -12

Ingredients:
•	 3 medium beets or 2 (14.5 oz cans of beets, drained)
•	 3 medium potatoes
•	 3 medium carrots
•	 1/2 cup sauerkraut drained
•	 3 medium pickles
•	 2 Tbsp sunflower or olive oil
•	 1 Tbsp white vinegar
•	 1 small onion finely chopped (about 1/2 cup)

Instructions:
•	 In a medium pot, boil beets for 1 hour or until it can easily be pierced with a knife. OR use canned 

beets which do not require any cooking. I peeled beets before cooking, much easier than peeling 
them boiled.

•	 In a separate pot, boil potatoes and carrots about 30 minutes or until a knife goes smoothly 
through the potatoes. Do not overcook the potatoes.

•	 Drain the vegetables and refrigerate or let them stand until they cool to room temp (or cooler).
•	 Peel the skins from the potatoes, beets and carrots, then dice pickles, beets, potatoes, carrots & 

finely dice onion. Place diced beets in a separate bowl.
•	 Mix beets with 1st Tbsp of Sunflower Oil separately, so that beets coloring will not get on the 

other ingredients as much.
•	 Mix beets and the rest of ingredients with the 2nd Tbsp of Sunflower or Olive oil and 1 Tbsp of 

vinegar. If desired, add more sauerkraut or pickles to taste. Refrigerate until ready to use.

Natasha of NatashasKitchen.com
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PASKA BREAD:
This special sweet round bread is made with yeast so that it rises tall.  It is the main focus of  any 
basket.  It reminds us that Christ is the Living Bread Who came to earth.  Christ is our support and 
nourishment in life.
- Bread – represents Christ, the “Bread of  Life”
- It is round – representing the eternity of  God
- It is leavened – representing the fact that Christ has “risen” from the dead.

MEAT: KOVBASA, HAM, ETC.
We have been fasting during Lent, abstaining of  meat products.  Pascha brings an end to fasting.  
The first meats eaten to break the fast are those blessed in the basket during Pascha.  The meats 
symbolize the animals sacrificed in the Old Testament which prepared the way for the sacrifice 
of  the Lamb of  God Who takes away the sins of  the world.  Meat symbolizes God’s favor and 
generosity to us.  It also symbolizes the festiveness and joy of  the Resurrection, reminding us of  the 
fattened calf  that was prepared for the Prodigal Son when he returned to his father.
Historically, pork was forbidden.  However, with the coming of  Christ, all Creation is cleansed and 
for Christians there is no restriction on eating pork.

HORSERADISH: 
Horseradish is a bitter root.  It represents the bitterness of  Christ’s suffering.  Beets are added to 
make the horseradish red, representing the blood Christ shed for our salvation.

SALT:
Christ instructed us to be the “Salt of  the Earth”.  Salt in our basket reminds us of  our duty.  Just 
as salt preserves things, so, we are to preserve our Faith.

BUTTER:
Butter, which is often shaped like a lamb, is symbolic of  the goodness of  Christ, that we should 
emulate towards others.  It represents the rich life that we now possess due to Christ opening the 
gates of  Heaven for us.

CHEESE:
Creamed cheese (Hrudka/babka), is slightly sweetened, and represents the moderation we should 
have in all things in life.

EGGS:
Hard boiled eggs are symbolic of  the Resurrection.  From the outside they look like a stone, however, 
they harbor life on the inside and must be cracked open to reveal it.  Thus, as Christ was laid in the 
tomb, the stone could not contain life, and was cracked open revealing the resurrected Christ.
One of  the hard boiled eggs is peeled, as it will be cut to as many pieces as there are attendees to the 
Easter Brunch, and shared with everyone, accompanied by salt and horseradish.

CANDLE:
Christ is the “Light of  the World”, and He taught us not to hide our light under a bushel, but to shine 
it brightly in a darkened world.  This candle represents our hope in God, and our determination to 
spread the Light of  Christ to all whom we meet.



Brookins, Tabyious Sergey baptized and chrismated on March 20, 
2021 in St. Andrew  Memorial Church Church, S. Bound Brook, 
NJ. Child of  Michael Antony Brookins and Iryna Klimos. Sponsors: 
Ruslan Kolnoguz and Johanna Horrera. Celebrated by Rev. Vasyl 
Shak.

Crim, Yeva Jane baptized and chrismated on March 28, 2021 in 
Holy Trinity Church, New York, NY. Child of  William Garrett Crim 
and Olesia Stepanovska. Sponsors: Pavlo Legchylkin / Ludmyla 
Chykun and Vladyslav Khomyak / Vlada Aasiya Bey. Celebrated by 
Fr. Todor Mazur.

Debelko, Mark baptized and chrismated on August 6, 2020 in St. 
John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of  Dmytro Debelko 
and Mariana Debelko. Sponsors: Oleksandr Stefanyuk and Nataliia 
Hladii. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Dobjanski, Maria Alexandra baptized and chrismated on August 
10, 2020 in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of  
Oleksandr Dobzhanskyi and Iryna Holovchenko. Sponsors:  and 
Ginny Esther Yavorskyi. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Feltsan, Maxim V baptized and chrismated on December 15, 
2018 in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of  Viktor 
Feltsan and Tetiana Feltsan. Sponsors: Serhiy Nahurskyy and Nadiya 
Feltsan. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Foerster, Artana Justina baptized and chrismated on September 9, 
2020 in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of  Justin 
William Foerster and Darya Foerster. Sponsors: Vytalyi Uchkatov 
and Anastasiya Nahurska. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Kaftanchikov, Luka baptized and chrismated on November 7, 
2020 in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of  Andrey 
Kaftanchikov and Kelli Connors. Sponsors: Marian Kaftanchikov 
and Maria Zadorozhny. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Kazarenko, Aleksandra Sofia baptized and chrismated on March 
6, 2021 in St. Volodymyr Cathedral Church, New York, NY. Child 
of  Simon Kazarenko and Evgeniya Kazarenko. Sponsors: Eugene 
Popovych and Alena Pidgurskyy. Celebrated by V. Rev. Volodymyr 
Muzychka.

Korolyk, Kamelia Aleksandra baptized and chrismated on April 
3, 2021 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of  Iurii 
Korolyk and Olena Bondar - Tuorovska. Sponsors: Liubomyr 
Shyndak and Liudmila Batsko. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Marku, Anthony baptized and chrismated on January 26, 2020 in St. 
John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of  Oleksandr Marku 
and Iryna Marku. Sponsors: Oleg Bendzar and Klavdia Moore. 
Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

McCormick, Avery Lynn baptized and chrismated on March 8, 
2020 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Youngstown, OH. Child of  David 
James McCormick and Heather Pupa McCormick. Sponsors: Kaden 
Crown and Kacy Lattanzio. Celebrated by Rev. Ivan Tchopko.

Morhun, Katherine baptized and chrismated on January 24, 2020 
in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of  Dmytro 
Morhun and Oleksandra Morhun. Sponsors: Volodymyr Gudz and 
Diana Mikhno. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Paniv, Daniel baptized and chrismated on January 16, 2021 in Sts. 
Peter & Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of  Denys Paniv and Ganna 
Stopina. Sponsors: Serhiy Shtonyk and Vera Afanasyev. Celebrated by 
V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Santillan, Maria Ekaterina baptized and chrismated on October 
1, 2020 in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of  Jase 
Rirnado Santillan and Ovidia Loredana Santillan. Sponsors: Anatoliy 
Kirnez and Mariya Kamsha. Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Shushakov, Dennis baptized and chrismated on June 10, 2019 in St. 
John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of  Yuriy Shushakov 
and Nadiya Shushakova. Sponsors: Oleg Gita and Tetiana Pylel. 
Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Spencer, Serena Irene baptized and chrismated on January 18, 
2020 in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Youngstown, OH. Child of  
Timothy James Spencer and Nicole Lynn Burlock. Sponsors: Michael 
Demetrios and Katie Demetrios. Celebrated by Rev. Ivan Tchopko.

Wasitowski, Michael David baptized and chrismated on October 
20, 2012 in St. Andrew Memorial  Church Church, S. Bound Brook, 
NJ. Child of  David Allan Wasitowski and Olha Vykhopen. Sponsors: 
Mark Gortler and Masha Ifraimova. Celebrated by V. Rev. Yuriy 
Siwko.

Zub, Anastasia Marie baptized and chrismated on October 11, 2018 
in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of  Alexey Zub 
and Olesia Zub. Sponsors: Eugene Klimenko and Maria Armstrong. 
Celebrated by Fr. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.
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Nicholas David Anderson and Lindsay Marie Hendershot 
in St. Peter & Paul Parish, Youngstown, OH, on August 15, 2020, 
witnessed by Scotty Gerber and Andrea Bratcher. Celebrant: Fr. Ivan 
Tchopko.

Paul Leland Manske and Elena Derevyanko in St. Volodymyr 
Cathedral Parish, New York, NY, on March 11, 2021, witnessed 
by Beryl R. Manske and Graham B. Manske. Celebrant: V. Rev. 
Volodymyr Muzychka.
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may god grant to them many happy and blessed years! 

Rev. Vasyl Pasakas			   4/6/2013
V. Rev. Yuriy Shakh			   4/7/1991
V. Rev. Zinoviy Zharsky			  4/11/1998
V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha			   4/14/2007
V. Rev. Jakiw Norton			   4/24/1977
V. Rev. Todor Mazur			   4/27/1992
Protodn. Andriy Fronchak		  4/7/2007
Dn. Frank Lucero Jr.			   4/14/2019
Protodn. Mikhail Sawarynski		 4/25/2004
Dn. Michael Abrahamson		  4/25/2015
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ВІЧНА ПАМ’ЯТЬ!MEMORY ETERNAL!

Hierarchs of  the Diaspora interred at St. Andrew Cemetery:
Archbishop  Orest (Ivaniuk) – April 14 1981

Clergy and Deacons:

	   5th 1955 - 	 PRIEST JOSEPH BODNAR
	 27th 1963 - 	 PROTOPRIEST JEVHEN MYLASHKEVYCH 
	 26th 1967 - 	 MITRED PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA LASZCZUK
	 29th 1967 - 	 MITRED PROTOPRIEST KONSTANTYN DANYLENKO 
	   4th 1979 - 	 PROTOPRIEST ZINOVIJ KOWALCHUK
	 18th 1983 - 	 PROTODEACON NICHOLAS POLISZCZUK
	 20th 1986 - 	 PROTOPRIEST PAVLO BAHNIVSKYJ
	   6th 1988 - 	 PRIEST LEW OSTROWSKYJ
	   4th 1997 - 	 PROTOPRESBYTER SEMEN HAYUK
	 18th 2000 - 	 PRIEST LEONID HOFFMAN
	 12th 2007 - 	 MITRED PROTOPRIEST EUGENE MESCHISEN
	 25th 2011 - 	 PROTOPRIEST MICHAEL STRAPKO
	 29th 2014 - 	 DEACON DENNIS LAPUSHANSKY

APRIL

51



52 53







Please, consider m
aking a donation to the m
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O

C of the U
SA:

O
nline via PayPal using the DO

N
ATE button on our w

ebsite: uocofusa.org
Bank Transfer - please contact treasurer@

uocofusa.org for details
Checks - m

ade payable to U
O
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ailed to the Consistory O
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ces:
U

krainian O
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SA
135 Davidson Ave.
Som
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J 08873
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w
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treasurer@
uocоfusa.org 

для 
отрим

ання детальної інформ
ації

Чеки – виписую
чи на УПЦ

 СШ
А - і надсилаю

чи до: U
O

C of U
SA - 135 Davidson Ave.

Som
erset, N

J 08873
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УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ПРАВОСЛАВНЕ СЛОВО 
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX WORD
P.O. Box 495 
South Bound Brook, NJ  08880

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Get involved in the life of  your Church! 

The success of  all Church sponsored events depends upon your active participation!

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK 

uocofusa

Great-Martyr George

May 6

PASCHA
RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND 

SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

May 2

Holy Week

April 26 - 

Sunday of the
Myrrh-bearing women

May 16

St. Thomas Day Weekend

May 6

Venerable Job of Pochaiv

May 19

HOLY LAND
Pilgrimage

Jan 25 - Feb 6
2022

Seminary Graduation

May 29


