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ICON OF THE TRANSFIGURATION EXPLAINED

The Icon of transfiguration depicts the event of Christ
taking the Divine form before the Apostles Peter,
James and John on a mountain which is identified as
Mount Tabor according to Christian tradition. This
event is found in three of the four gospels: St Matthew
17:1-9, St Mark 9:2-8, and St Luke 9:28-36. This icon
has many details that help us understand the deeper,
hidden meanings of the Transfiguration event.

1. THE TRINITY

In Orthodox theology, the Transfiguration is not only a
feast in honor of Christ, but a feast of the Holy Trinity,
for all three Persons of the Trinity are present at that
moment:

God the Father speaks from heaven: “This is my Son,
the Beloved; with him | am well pleased; listen to him”
(Matthew 17: 5).

God the Son is transfigured.

God the Holy Spirit is present in the form of a cloud.
In this sense, the Transfiguration is also considered
the “Small Epiphany” - the “Great Epiphany” being the
Baptism of Christ, when the Holy Trinity appears in a
similar pattern).

2. THE CENTRAL FIGURE—JESUS CHRIST

The image of the Lord Jesus Christ is depicted in the
middle of the icon. In most transfiguration icons, the
right hand of Christ is lifted up as the sign of blessing
and His left hand contains a scroll that signifies, He is
the Word of God in the flesh.

The perfect circle of light around Christ represents His
divine glory and transforming light. The halo around
the head of Christ has an “O” written which means “I
Am’”. This refers to the name of God revealed to Moses
in Exodus 3:14, showing that Jesus Christ is the divine
Son of God.

3. PROPHET ELIJAH AND MOSES

On the two mountain peaks to the left and right of
Christ stand Prophet Elijah and Moses. The Gospels
mentioned only one mountain, but the icon shows
separate peaks to remind us that both Moses and
Elijah had encountered God on Mount Sinai and
Mount Horeb during their earthly lives. Now, during
this event, they have yet another encounter with God
incarnate on Mount Tabor.

While Elijah represents the prophets, Moses is depicted
as holding the stone tablets containing the Ten

Commandments which represent the Law. Thus, Moses
and Elijah bowing down to Christ signifies that Jesus
Christ is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets, the
complete revelation of God.

Moses and Elijah also represent the dead and the living.
Elijah represents the living as he was taken up by a
chariot of fire and Moses on the other side tasted death.

4. THE THREE APOSTLES

The Apostles Peter, James, and John are depicted
below Christ, showing their response towards the
transfiguration of Christ. They are terrified and seen to
be in a fallen posture as recorded in the Gospel of St
Matthew.

James has fallen over with his hands over his eyes and
John in the center as fallen prostrate and Peter with his
right hand rose expressing the desire to build the three
booths. The garments of the apostles are in disorder to
represent the impact on them due to the overwhelming
sight.

WHY WE OBSERVE THE FEAST OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION

The Transfiguration event foretells the glory of the
Lord Jesus Christ as God the Son, and His Ascension
into heaven. The Feast of the Transfiguration
commemorates this event and celebrates the
revelation of the eternal glory of the Second Person
of the Trinity, which was normally veiled during
Christ’s life on earth.

There are two main things that the Feast reminds the
faithful of.

ONE: It reminds us to anticipate the glory of heaven,
where we shall see God face to face. Through grace,
we already share in the divine promise of eternal life.
But we will be changed one day, like Christ was, from
glory to glory, into what God intended us to be.

As a matter of fact, this process of sanctifying
transformation (sainthood) has already begun in us
from the time we received the Holy Spirit, and we
continue to change more and more each day into the
nature of the Lord Jesus Christ through the Spirit's
work in us. This is what we refer to as Theosis.

St. Paul tells us about this future glory in Romans
8:18-21.

“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.
The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of
God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the
One who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will
be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into
the glorious freedom of the children of God.”

TWO: The journey to glory is through the valley of
suffering. The Transfiguration event tells us that the
Christ would be glorified only after He took the path of
the cross. This is emphasized in Lord Jesus’ prayer in St
John 17:4-5.

“l have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work
you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your
presence with the glory | had with you before the world
began.”

We as Christians remember that we shall be glorified
with Him only if we first suffer with Him. In other words,
there is no glory without the cross.

This is why the Church Fathers passed on many traditions
related to prayer, penitence and fasting on to us, like the
seasons of lent. This is to remind us that in order to climb
spiritual heights, we will always need to ascend from
our normal lifestyles to spend time in prayer in order to
commune with God.
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«A6nyka saTbMapunmu Ham Cnacutensa»

OCBAYEHHA N/10A4I1B: TPAAULLIA YN
3ABOBOHW?

MpuHOCUTKU A0 XpaMy NAOAU, HayacTile s6.1yKa, Ha
ocBsiYeHHS 19 cepnHs - gob6pa TpaauLis!

Y uen aeHb xpaM 3aBXKaAu NOBHWUIM Hapoay. BcinayTs 3
KOLUMKaMM i nakeTaMu, NOBHUMW HaMPi3HOMaHITHILLMX
dpykTiB. | ToMy B Hapoai cBaTo [MpeobparkeHHSs
l[ocnogHboOro, WO BiA3HA4Ya€ETbCA B LEN [EHb,
Ha3MBalTb YacoM “a6,1y4HMM Cnacom”..

Harapaemo, wo Cnac o3Havae Cnacutesb, TO6TO,
AKLL0 roBOpuTK ByKBasIbHO, L HapoAHa Ha3Ba CBATA
3BYUUTb 5K «96/1y4HUIM CnacuTesnb». 3BYUYMTb AyrKe
BiJIbHO MO BiAHOLLUEHHIO A0 LLEPKOBHOrO KaneHaaps,
Ta W HaBpad 4M BigobOparkae cyTb camoi Tpagmuii
OCBSIMEHHS M10A)B.

Ha kanb, woan, SAKi  KOPUCTYIOTbCA  LUM
HaMMeHYBaHHAM, HaBiTb He Nigo3poloTh, LIO
Ha3MBalOTh TaK BEJIMKE CBSATO, MMMOBOJ1i 3aCMYYYHO4N
Camoro CnacuTtensi, HasuBarOUM MOro «s6/Ty4HUMD.
Hacnpaeai cBato npucesdeHe [lpeobparkeHHKo
focnofHio i nLLEe Maok CBOEKD YaCTUHO MOB'A3aHe
3 OCBSIYEHHSIM MOAIB, MPUYOMY He TiJIbKM [61yK.
Ane, Ha >Kanb, B JaHOMY BMMNaAKy B NOOYTI, K Le He
CYMHO, f61yKa 3aTbMapuau Cnacutens ...

3 4oro Bce novanoca? 3BepHeMocs A0 icTopii
Craporo 3aBiTy. Lle B KHM3i Buxig € 3ragka npo
Te, WO HeobxigHO MpuHOCUTK B XpaM B dap bory

MnovyaToK oBoYiB, TO6TO nepLUi NaoAu, He BCi, a TiJIbKK
nepwi. 3eepHiTb yBary - [MIPUUHOCUTU B xpam, a He
3abupaTn 3 xpamy. TaK y YoMy >k crpaBa? Hexke Mu
LLLOCb HEMpaBW/IbHO PO3YMIEMO?

CaM ceHC NPUHOLLEHHS MJIOAIB B XpaM MoJjsiraB B
TOMYy, WO6 Ui Nn1oAM TaM i 3a/IMLLNTU, NOXKEPTBYBATH
ix bory. Taka »epTBa BMXOBYE B JIIOAMHI NpaBU/IbHE
PO3YMiHHS 6YA0BU LbOro CBiTY. Aa)Ke MU BigdaEMoO
Bory He Te, Wo i Tak MloMy HanexxuTb, ane Te, LLIO
BMPOC/IO 3aBASAKM TaKOXK i HalIMM 3ycunnsMm. Mu
NMOKasyeEMO TaKMM YMHOM TBOPLIO CBOE CMWPEHHS,
MPOCUMO MPUNHSATU Bif, HAC Mani >XepTBU Bif, HaLLMX
npaub, i Yyepes Ue Mane MNPUHOLLEHHS OCBATUTU i
6.1aroc/IOBUTU BECb iHLLIMIN ypoOyKai, BeCb Hall PiK, i
6,1aroCNOBUTU HAaCTYMHUIA CE30H, CKaXKiMO, MOJIbOBUX
poo6iIT.

Lle BUMTb Hac NpaBUIbHO PO3CTaBASATU NPIOPUTETU B
KUTTI. Tak, wo6 maTtepianbHi 6n1ara He 6pann Bepx
HaAd, AYXOBHUMMW LLIHHOCTAMM, T/lIHHE - Haj, BiYHUM.

Take HernpaBw/ibHE PO3YMiHHS CBATa MPU3BENO A0
BMHUKHEHHS HE3PO3YMIINX TPaaMLLl: He ICTU XKOAHUX
nnoais Ao 19 cepnHs, ocBs4YeHi naoAM iCTU TiNIbKK
HaTuwecepue, i 6araTto iHWKWX CKNagHoCTeN - a Bce
yepes HeEPO3YMiHHS TOro, a HaBilLLO BCe Lie NoTPibHO?

Meplue, wio Tpeba 3po3yMiTH, - Lie Te, L0 OCBAYEHHS
naoAiB NoTpibHO He NaoAaM, a JIAAM.

Hpyre. OcBayyoun naoan, MM OCBSIHYEMO He
MaieHbKMIM NakeT abo KOLLWK, SKUI MPUHEC/IN B XpaM,
a nAig cBoei npaLi abo cBoi 3anacu.

Tpete. Kpawe 6yno 6 KoOWMK 961yK 3a/MUUTK B
xpaMi Ha 3Hak noasku borosi 3a Moro weapotu. Ane,
AKLLO [AYy>Ke XOYeTbCs, MOXKHA, 3BMYaNHO, MPUHECTU
[040MY SIKYCb KiJIbKiCTb NJ104,iB, OCBAYEHUX Y XPaMi.
3anuwmnocs oaHe  MUTaHHS. Mpuyomy  TyT
lMpeobparkeHHs Tocnopa? Lle Benmnke cBATO cTaso
YKEPTBOK  HApOJAHOr0  HEBIPHOro  TPaKTyBaHHS
OCBSIYEHHS MN10/AiB BUMAAKOBO.

CnipaBa B TOMY, LLO Halla LlepkBa »KnBe 3a rpeLbKoto
TpaguLieto, Tak sk caMe 3 [peuii MM Npu XpeLeHHi
Pyci nepeiHsann 6orocny»xk6osui ctaTyT. Y Uil KpaiHi
nioAm A03piBatoTb 6nxK4Ye 40 cBaTa [1peobparkeHHs,
TOMY TaM i NOBeNoCs OCBAYYBaTU MNA0AM CaMe B LieM
AeHb. Ane pa3oM 3 TUM B TpebHMKY YiTKO HanmncaHo,

LLLO, MO-NepLUe, MO/IMTBA BiA6yBaEThCA He HA A, MJI0AaMM,
a Hag, TUMU, XTO IX BUPOLLYE | MPUHOCUTD, a No-apyre,
LLIO OCBAYYBaTH iX Tpeba B TOMY MicLiji, A€ BOHU POCTYTb,
0CO6/IMBO Lie BiHOCUTLCS 0 BUHOTpaay.

TakMM YMHOM, MOKHa 3p06UTU BUCHOBKK: 19 cepnHs
Tpeba npminTK B XpamM nomoauntucsa Cnacutento B AeHb
Moro Mpeo6paskeHHs, MpuyacTUTUCA | MO MOXKIMBOCTI
NpUHeCTU B XepTBY bory dpykTn abo oBoui B 6yab-sIKil
KiJIbKOCTI, W06 Yyepe3 Le Masie NPUHOLLIEHHS BCi HaLui
disnyHi Ta MaTepianbHi TPYAU OTPUMASIN OCBSIMEHHS.
[, 3BMYaliHO, HIKOAM Hapgani He HasuMBaTU CBATO
MpeobparkeHHsa locnogHa “a6ayyHum Cnacom”!

-leymer Casamiti Cobko




“Apples overshadow our Savior”

SANCTIFICATION OF FRUITS: TRADITION OR
SUPERSTITION?

Bringing fruits, most often apples, to church for
blessing on the Transfiguration, August 19 is a good
tradition!

On this day, the church is always full of people.
Everyone comes with baskets and bags full of various
fruits and vegetables. And that is why among the
people the Feast Day of the Transfiguration of the
Lord, is sometimes called “Yabluchnyj Spas”... “Spas”
means Savior, that is, if we speak literally, this popular
name of the feast sounds like “apple Savior”. It does
not fit in with the reverence of the Church calendar,
and it hardly reflects the essence of the Tradition of
the blessing of fruits.

Unfortunately, people who use this name do not
realize the afront they cause in doing so, for they are
unwittingly grieving the Savior Himself by relating His
blessing and Him to an “apple”. In fact, the holiday is
dedicated to the Transfiguration of the Lord and only
a small part of it is connected with the consecration of
harvested produce, not onlyapples. But, unfortunately,
in this case, in everyday life, how sad it is, that apples
overshadow the Savior ...

Where did it all start? Let’s turn to the history of the
Old Testament. Even in the book of Exodus, there is
a mention that it is necessary to bring to the temple
as a gift to God the first fruits and vegetables from
the harvest - the first fruits, not all, but only the
first. Pay attention - BRING to the temple, not take
from the temple. So, what's the matter? Are we
misunderstanding something?

The very meaning of offering fruits to the temple
was to leave these fruits there, to sacrifice them to
God. Such a sacrifice educates a person in a correct
understanding of the structure of this world. After all,
we give to God not what already belongs to Him, but
that which has grown thanks to our efforts as well. In
this way, we show the Creator our humility, we ask
Him to accept from us small sacrifices from our works,
and through this small offering to sanctify and bless
the whole harvest, our whole year, and bless the next
season of our efforts in the fields and elsewhere.

Offering and leaving our fruits with God, teaches us
to set priorities in life correctly. So that material goods

do not prevail over spiritual values, the perishable over
the eternal.

Such a misunderstanding of the holiday led to the
emergence of incomprehensible traditions which are
nothing more than superstitions in direct opposition to
the teachings of the Church, such as not to eat any fruits
until August 19, to eat blessed fruits only on an empty
stomach, and many other regulations - and all because of
a misunderstanding of why we ask God’s blessings upon
the fruit.

The first thing to understand is that the blessing of fruits
is not needed by the fruits but is needed and done for
the people.

Second, by blessing fruits, we consecrate not a small bag
or basket that we brought to church, but the fruit of our
labors.

The third, is that it would be better to leave a basket of
apples in the church as a sign of gratitude to God for
His bounties. But, if you really want, you can, of course,
bring home some fruits blessed on this day, and share
with not only family and friends, but find someone who
is hungry and feed them.

One question remains. What about the Transfiguration
of the Lord? This great holiday became a victim of
popular misinterpretation of the consecration of fruits
by accident.

The fact is that our Church lives according to the
Greek Tradition, since it was from Greece that we
adopted the liturgical charter at the Baptism of Kyivan-
Rus. In this country, fruits ripen closer to the Feast of
the Transfiguration, which is why it is customary to
consecrate fruits on this day. But at the same time, it is
clearly written in Trebnik (Book of Needs) that, firstly, the
prayer is not over the fruits, but over those who grow
them and bring them, and secondly, that they should be
consecrated in the place where they grow, especially this
refers to grapes.

Thus, we can draw the following conclusions: on August
19, we should come to church firstly to pray to the
Savior on the day of His Transfiguration, to receive Holy
Communion and, if possible, to offer fruits or vegetables
as a sacrifice to God in any quantity, so that through this
small offering all our physical and material labors will be
sanctified . And, of course, never again call the feast of
the Transfiguration of the Lord “the apple Savior”!
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THE TRADITION OE.BLESSING FRUITTONTHETRANSFIG

Orthodox Christians bring everything before God
for his blessing. We have our homes blessed, our
livestock blessed, our automobiles blessed, and
especially the first fruits of our harvest. The Tradition
of blessing fruits on the Transfiguration serves as a
beautiful reminder of the harmonious relationship
between God, humanity, and the created world. It
encourages believers to recognize God's presence and
providence in all aspects of life, from the cultivation of
the land to the spiritual nourishment received through
the Sacraments. This Tradition reflects the Orthodox
understanding of creation’s sanctification and the
continual process of transfiguration toward God'’s
eternal glory.

On the Holy Feast-Day of Transfiguration
(Metamorphosis), which falls on August 19th, our
cherished Orthodox Christian Tradition calls for the
faithful to gather in celebration, bring the first and best
fruits and vegetables to be blessed on this day. Among
these offerings, grapes hold a special significance as
they relate to the Eucharist and are found in each
basket getting blessed.
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The act of blessing fruits and vegetables on this sacred
day holds a profound beauty and symbolism within our
Holy Church. It serves as a testament to the ultimate
transfiguration of all creation through the Grace of
Christ, our Savior. This practice embodies the notion
of the eventual blossoming and fruition of all things, as
they are transformed and glorified within the realm of
God’s eternal Kingdom of Life.

This custom is rooted in early Christian traditions,
when on the 16th of August, the farmers would gather
the first fruits of their late summer harvest, such as
grapes and figs, as an expression of gratitude to God.
These offerings were then presented to the Church
to receive God'’s blessing, and then shared with the
faithful present during the Divine Liturgy as a blessing
to them. These initial fruits, known as the “beginnings,’
signified the commencement of the harvest season.

Constantine VI, in a text dating back to the 7th
century, provides a vivid description of this Tradition.
The Emperor would gather these “beginnings” in
Chalcedon, an area abundant with vines, and await
the arrival of the Patriarch of Constantinople on the

URATION

Holy Day of Christ’s Transfiguration. It was during
this occasion that the fruits would be blessed, and
the Patriarch himself would personally distribute the
blessed grapes to the faithful. It is a practice deeply
rooted in our Faith and signifies the abundant goodness
and generosity of God’s providence.

Saint John Chrysostom, a revered theologian, and
Father of the Church, eloquently expressed the
profound truth that the farmer receives the fruits
of the earth not solely due to his labor and toil, but
primarily through the benevolence of God, “Who
grows this fruit, because neither is it he that plants
anything, neither he that waters, but God that gives
the increase”.

The custom of bringing grapes to the church is
profoundly linked to the Holy Mystery of the Eucharist.
In the prayer for the blessing of grapes, the priest
beseeches the Lord to bless this new fruit of the vine,
which reached its full ripeness due to the gracious
provision of favorable weather conditions, rain,
and tranquility. The prayer further emphasizes that
consuming this fruit brings joy and imparts the honor
of offering it to God.

During the earliest centuries of Christianity, the faithful
would bring to church the first fruits and crops of the
new harvest, including bread, wine, olive oil, incense,
wax, and honey. Of these offerings only bread, wine,
incense, olive oil, and wax would be consecrated and
taken to the altar, while the remaining provisions would

be utilized for the welfare of the clergy and the less
fortunate, whom the Church compassionately cared
for. These offerings embodied gratitude to God for His
abundant blessings while simultaneously serving the
needs of both God’s servants and those in need.

This timeless tradition remains alive and vibrant
today, with the consecration of bread, wine, eggs,
milk, and other foods blessed in church and shared
with the needy and enjoyed at home on Pascha. The
consecration of flowers and branches occurs on Palm
Sunday, Pentecost, the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
and Sundays during the week of the Veneration of the
Cross. Furthermore, offerings such as grains with raisins
and honey are employed in services for the departed
and commemorative feasts. Prosphora is presented
to the church for the proskomedia, celebrated by the
priest prior to the Divine Liturgy during which the
bread and wine are prepared for the Eucharist. The
prosphora not used for the Eucharist is blessed and
handed out to the faithful as antidoron (instead of the
Gifts) at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy.

Let us all earnestly seek to learn, comprehend, and
embrace the rich tapestry of Orthodox Christian
Traditions, treasuring them as sacred legacies to be
preserved and practiced. In doing so, we honor the
heritage passed down to us and participate in the
spiritual Traditions that connect us with generations of
believers who have upheld these practices throughout
the ages.




NMPEOBPAXKEHHA NIOCNOAHE

19 cepnHa € paHeM CBATKYBaHHA [lpeobparkeHHs
locnogHboro B NMpaBocnasHi Llepksi. Lle cBaTO TakoxK
3HaHe aK A6nyyHun Cnac. Y uen AeHb NPURHATO
OCBSIYYBaTM Pi3HOMaHITHI PPYKTU Ta OBOYI, 30KpeMa
a061yKa Ta BUHOrpag,

CesiTo NpeobparkeHHs locnogHboro icHyBasio BXe B IV
CT., MPO L0 CBiAg4YaTh NoBYaHHS i csioBa Eppema CipiHa
1 IBaHa 3on0ToycToro. Matu KoctaHTuHa Benukoro,
cBAiTa  piBHoanocTo/ibHa  €neHa, nobyaysasa
Ha ropi ®aBop xpaM Ha 4ecTb [lpeobparkeHHs,
3pyrHoBaHuit y Xl cT. Canax-ag-giHom. [MicHecniBu
Ha 4YecTb CBsATa Byan HanucaHi loaHHoM JlaMacKMHOM
i Kocmotro Matomebkum (VI cT.). Big VI cT. ue ceato
YpOUMCTO CBATKYETbCA Y CXiaHin Llepksi nig, Ha3Boto
«[ocnogHboro NMpeobpaXkeHHs».

Lia TpaauLis Mae MOOKi AyXOBHi 3acaam i CUMBOJIIKY.
MpeobparkeHHs locnoaHe BKasye Ha Te, gk lcyc
Xpuctoc BUSIBUB CBOKO OOMKECTBEHHY CyTb i CnaBy
nepen, obpaHusmm lletpom, AkoBoM Ta IBaHOM Ha
ropi TaBopi. Lle cBATO MO3HA4Ya€eTbCS SIK MOMEHT
3Bi/IbHEHHSA BiJ, 3eMHUX OOME)KeHb Ta nepexin Ao
AyX0BHOi chepu.

O6psa ocBsA4veHHs1 GPYKTIB i OBOYIB, 30KpeMa A61YK
i BWHOrpagy, Ha [lpeobpakeHHsi Ma€ [/IMOGOKUM
CUMBOJIIYHUI  3MICT. AGayka, Hanpuknag, MOXKYyTb
CMMBOJII3yBaTU Ayl  BipHMX, LWIO YeKawTb Ha
NnepeTBOpPEHHS Ta OCBAYEHHSs, MoAibHO A0 TOro, K
OPYKTM MpOXoAsTb MPoLEC 3pOCTaHHA Ta [A03piBaHHS.
BuHorpaa mMoxke BKasyBaTW Ha €BXapuCTito, Ae xNib6 Ta
BMHO cTaoTb TisioM Ta KpoB'to XpucTa 418 AyXOBHOro
YKMBJIEHHS BipYIOUMX.

Llein obpsan TakoyK Haragye BipHMX MNPO BaXK/MBICTb
noasiku borosi 3a BCi gapu Ta naoam 3emi. OcBsYeHHs
dPYKTIB Ta 0BOYiB BOHAYAETLCSA 5K NiATBEPAXKEHHS BoXXKOi
rigHoOCTi Ta 6,21aroc/oBiHHSA, siKe BiJOOparXkaeTbcs Yy
BPOXKai Ta nsiogax npupoau.

lMpeobparkeHHsa [ocnodHeE i CBATKYBaHHS SA6/1y4HOro
Cnacy Bifi3Ha4al0Tb HEPO3PUBHUI 3B’130K MiXK [y XOBHOHO
Ta MaTepia/ibHO chepaMu KUTTS, Haragyoum BipHUM
npo Te, wo boyka bnarogath TpaHcHOPMYE 1 OCBAYYE
yce CTBOPEHHSI.
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Today we celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord.

THE LESSON OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IS
THAT WE NEED TO ALLOW OUR LORD TO
BRING US TO THE MOUNTAIN, TO PRAY VI
HIM, TO SEEK HIS FACE. EVERY DAY.
TO ALWAYS BE LOOKING FOR OPPt
TO BE CLOSETO CHRISI JESUS
g our hearts to God.
the Gospels, we begin to see
_  alive and working in our lives. Prayer
us to the truth about our lives, the reality
the destination for our i

: Cboro,qu MU CBATKYEMO [lpeobparkeHHsa locnoaHe!

llil,y)(OBHIfllfl YPOK NPEOBPAXXEHHA
MOJIATA€ B TOMY, LL1IO MU NOBUHHI

- "IO3BOJIUTU rOCNOAY NPUBECTU HAC HA
roPY, MOJIUTUCS 3 HAUM, LLYKATU NOTO
OBJINYYA. KOXXEH AEHb. TPEBA 3ABXXAU
LUYKATU HAroa sYTu bJIN3abKUMMN 10
XPUCTA ICYCA B MOJIUTBI!

Koau mu MmonimMocs, My BigKpuBaeMo cBoi cepus borosi. Koaiu mu
pO3MipKOBYEMO Haf, €BaHrenisiMu, Mu NoYMHaEMo 6aunTu lcyca Xpucra
YXMBUM i [il04UM Y HaloOMy XuTTi. MonuTea BigKpuBaE HaM nNpaeay
NPO Hallle YXUTTH, peasibHiCTb TOrOo, Lo He6eca € MYHKTOM
NPU3Ha4YeHHA HaLLOI NoA0pPOoXKi.

- Apxienuckon JaHuin




THE BEAUTY OF GOD’S CREATION LEADS US CLOSER TO HIM

Let’s Introduce You to the Amazing Animal World of the Spiritual Center - Metropolia of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA

“Since all creatures that God has made are quite beautiful, | say that we need to see in each and every being the
perfection of beauty.” St. Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa (335-394)

There are many things in this world that can point our hearts to God, but one of the most effective means of
leading a person to God is through the beauty of His creation. Not only does the beauty of the natural world lead
us to God, it also establishes peace in our soul and encourages us to act with love and kindness.

This is why it is beneficial to surround ourselves with natural beauty and to seek out those breath-taking places
that God has created. Furthermore, the recognition of this beauty will also create in us a desire to protect creation,
doing all that we can to be a good steward of the environment.

God has given us a beautiful world to be in, and it is up to us to protect it for years to come so that others may
grow deeper in their relationship with the Creator. -Archbishop Daniel

Photos: Maksym Zhuravchyk

KPACA BOXXOI'O TBOPIHHA 3bJINXXYE HAC 10 BOTA
3HAMNOMTECD: HeitMOBipHUMi1 TBapUHHMIA cBiT MuTpononii YL, CLUA

«OcKinbku 8ce cmeopeHe Bozom € HeliMoBIpHUM, - MU NOBUHHI 86ayamu 8 KOMWCHOMY CMEOpPIiHHIi OOCKOHA/ICMb
BowcecmeerHoi kpacuy. Ce. lpuzopiti, enuckon Hiccokuti (335-394)

Y uboMy CBIiTi € 6arato peyen, ki MOXKyTb CrpsAMyBaTK Halli cepus Ha bora, ane oauH i3 HanedeKTUBHILLIMX
3aco6iB npuBecTn AoamHy Ao bora — ue Yyepes Kpacy Moro TBOpiHHA. Kpaca npupoaHoro cBiTy He siMwe Beae
Hac o bora, BoHa TaKoX BCTaHOBJIHOE MUP Y HaLlil AyLUi Ta 320X04YE AiSTh A06poYeCHO.

Ocb YoMy KOPUCHO OTOYYBaTK cebe NPUPOAHOI0 KPacoto Ta LyKaTW 3axontotodi Micus, siki ctBopus bor. Kpim
TOro, BU3HAHHS i€l KpacK TaKoXX MOPOAUTb Y Hac BayKaHHS 3axXMLLLATM CTBOPIHHS, po6isyM BCe MOXKAMBE, W06
OyTn fO6pPUM OMiKyHOM A0BKiNAS.

Bor naB HaM NpeKkpacHUi CBIT, Y SKOMY MU MaeEMO BYTH, i Big, HaC 3a/1€XKUTb 3aXUCT MOro MabyTHbLOIO A5 TOro,
W06 iHLWi Mo rnnbLle po3BMBaATU CBOI CTOCYHKM 3 TBopLeM. -Apxienuckon aruin

CsimnuHu: inodusikoH Makcum XKypasuuk
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“Bnapa € gap Big, bora, skuit Mae 6yTn BUKOpUCTaHUIA
3 MyApicTto, 1t060B'I0 Ta cnpaBeaIMBICTIO AJ1d 6aara
BCiX Ntoden, 3 BiANOBiAaNIbHUM BUKOPUCTAHHSM Ta
CNY>KIHHAM iHWKM.” Apxienmckon JanHuin

Apxiepen LlepkBn Mae noknageHy Ha cebe
BiNOBiJAaNbHICTb CBATUMX AMOCTOAIB 3a MAacTUPCbKY
TypOOTY A4N15 CBOiX NpUX0oXKaH. BiagiayBaHHs napadii
[03B0oJ1sIE ApXiepero 3HaTU BipHUX XpUCTUsSH Llepkeu
0COOUCTO, pPO3YMITU iX noTpedbu Ta npobremu,
i HagaBaTWM HeoOXigHY [AyXOBHY Ta MopasjbHY
niaTPUMKY.

CoorogHi 16 nunHa 2023 pokKy, y 6-Ty Hedino
nicna Matugecathuui, npeactostens YL, CLUA,
BucokonpeocBsLleHHIWKA  Mutpononnt  AHTOHIN
y CMiBCTY>KiHHi BucokonpeocBsiLLeHHiLIoro
Apxiennckona [aHuWina, MOJIMTOBHO BiA3HaAYMAM
nam'ate cB. an. MNeTpa i Masna, y M. Munsun, H. .,
HacToaTes1IeM aKoi € NpoToiepen OpecT yranbCbKui.

HesBa)katounM Ha HecnpusaTIMBI  MOroAHi  YMOBM,
3a3J0Bro Ao npuisay Hawwmx iepapxis YIL, CLUA,
BXKE YeKasiM YNCJIEHHI BipsHU, AKi 6aykanu oTpuMaTm
6.1arocnioBeHHs Big Bnaguk. Lle cBigumMTb npo iXHe
rMMBoKe NparHeHHs 3yCTPITUCA 3i CBOIMU JyXOBHUMM
nigepaMun Ta OTpUMaTH ix 6,1aroc/I0BEHHS.

Ha BoxkecTBeHHin JliTyprii ApxiepeeM crniiBcay>Xmam
0. OpecT lNyranbcbkuit (HactoaTesb napadii), NpoT.
Tapac HaymeHnko (napadis cB. Bonogumupa M.
®inapensdia), o. BiTaniin Maenukiscbkuin (napagis
Bcix YkpaiHcbkux CeaTux, M. Hbto I7IopK), npoT.
Minopat Opnuny (napadis cs. Muxkonas Yygortsopus,

STS. PETER AND PAUL
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX PARISH
in Millville, NJ Prayerfully Celebrated Patronal Feast Day

YKPATHCBKA ITIPABOCJIABHA ITAPA®IA

B MPUIBHJI, H. H}K MOJIATOBHO Bill3Ha‘{HJIa XpaMOBE CBATO

CB. IIETPA 1 ITABJIA

M. Oinagenbodis, Cepbecbka [lpaBocnaBHa Llepksa
CLUA), npotoiepeit Bacunb Kpuwtomnons (napadis
Apxuctpatura Mwuxaina, M. Bantumop), o. Mwukona
Mopo3, auskoH AHApiaH Masyp Ta auskoH [laeno
BucoubKkun.

IMig, yac 6orocny»KiHHA IyHa/IM MOJIMTOBHI NPOXaHHA 3a
BOIHIB, sIKi 3axuLLaloTb YKpaiHy, 3a BaAy i Hall Hapof, Ta
3a CMOKIN Aywl ycix noserinx o6opoHLUiB baTbKiBLLMHM
M MUpHUX xuteni. OkpiM Toro, ApxinacTup BO3HiIC
ocobamBy MoauTBY A0 [ocnoga B Yac, konum baTbKiBLUMHA
B Hebe3new,.

MosinTBa 3a BOIHIB € BUPa)KEHHSIM BASAYHOCTI 3a iXHIO
MY>KHICTb | YXEPTOBHICTb, a TaKOXX MpoxaHHaM ao bora
Mpo ixHo 6e3neKy, MiLHICTb Ta BeJ/InKe 6/1aroC/1I0BEHHS.
Lle cBiaunTb npo Typ60TY LlepkBum Ta BipsiH npo A,06pobyT
i 3aXMCT TUX, XTO CTOITb Ha MepPeaoBin 3aXMCTy HaLLOi
BaTbKiBLLMHM YKpaiHu.




Ha nponosigi Apxienuckon [HaHuin po3nosiB npo
poOb B/IAAM Ta BaXKJIMBICTb NpUMHATTA BoXkoi Boi.
‘.. AKbu bBor nOoBHICTIO KepyBaB HaMW, JIMLUMBLLU
0e3 yBaru Hally BiJlbHY BOJIHO, TO MW BTpaTUIM 6
ceoboay. boyka MyapicTb nonsrae B Tomy, Wwo BiH
[A€ HaM MOXK/IMBICTb BUKOPWUCTOBYBaTM Hall PO3yM
i BiJIbHY BOJIIO, W06 MpuiAMaTU PO3YMHI pilLEeHHs Ta
MOKJINKaHHS, B TOMY yuncAi i Biputn B Hboro. Ceoboaa
i Bipa HEpO3pMBHO NMOB’A3aHi MiXk coboto. bes cBoboan
HEMOX/IMBA CMpaBy)KHA i rMboka Bipa. Lle o3Hauae,
wo lfocnoab noBayka€ Hall BJIaCHUM BUGIP i A€ HaM
MOX/IMBICTb 00paTU, BKJ/IOYAKOYM MOXKMUBICTb He
BipnTn B Hboro. Bipa, sKka HapoaykyeTbca 3i cBo6oan
BOJli, € AOPOrouUiHHMM [OapoM, SIKUMA HaJa€E HaM
MOX/IMBICTb 361M3mMTUCA 3 Borom i pocnigykysaTtu
Woro cBiTno.

Takoxk, Bnagmnka nigkpecnms, - “CyTb Hawoi BoOi
MoAsAra€ B TOMY, LLIO MM MOXXEMO BMOpaTU, NPUNHATH
abo BiakmMHyTK bora. Lle noka3ye, wo bor 6aykae, 106
MU BiNIbHO BUGUMpann Moro, a He 6yaun npuMyLLEHUMM
OO0 uporo. BiH LaHye Hawi pileHHs | ga€e Ham
MOX/IMBICTb BYTU NapTHeEPaMM B AYXOBHOMY YKUTTI,
pOCTi Ta Mi3HaHHi.

Taka cB0604a BUOOPY BiAKPUBAE LUSAX A5 [IMOLLIOrO
pPO3yMiHHA | NpuiHATTA Boykoi Boni. BoHa gae Ham
MOXJIMBICTb [A0CAIAYKYBaTH, Mi3HaBaTU | 3pocTaTwu
Yy AyXOBHOMY >WUTTi. Lle 3akamnK o Hac ycix - 6yTu
CBiJOMMMM, BUKOPUCTOBYBATM Hallly BiZIbHY BOJIO
3 MYIPICTIO i PO3YMIHHAM, NpuiiMaTu BoxKy Boto i
nparHyTn 4o CnisIbHOCTi 3 HumMm.

OTKe, 6yAbMO MyApUMKU Y BUKOPUCTAHHI HaLloi
Bi/IbHOT BOJIi, NpunMatoumn boxKy BoJtO | BUGMpatoum
Bipy B Hboro. Hexait Halui pilieHHs 6yayTb 3pobieHi
3 pO3yMiHHAM | BignosiganbHicTio. Hexan Halia
cBoboga Oyae [)KepesioM  HalWoro  AyXOBHOro
3pOCTaHHA i cnisibHOTK 3 Borom.”

Michs BoykecTBeHHOT JliTyprii, 3 BiTa/lbHUM C/IOBOM
3BEpPHYBCS BucokonpeocBsLeHHinwmnm MmtponoamT
AHTOHIN, 9KUIN BUCIOBUB CBOK BAAYHICTb Ta BUCOKY
OLLiHKY »KepPTOBHOI0 CNY»iHHA HacToATens o. OpecTa
Ta BCix napadisiH. Bnagnka 3a3HauMB BaroMunii BHECOK
MOK/IMKaHHSA HaCTaBHUKA CNYXXUTU Ta NiATPUMYBaTH
rpomMagy B iXHbOMY [AyXOBHOMY pOCTi, LLO MaE€
3HaAYYLUMIA BIMJIMB Ha >XUTTA napadisH Ta cnpusie
3MiLHEHHIO YXOBHOI CMiJIbHOTM.

CninbHa Tpanesa nicna Jlityprii 6yna He nuwe
®Ii3MYHMM XapyyBaHHAM, asie M YacOM CriJIKyBaHHS,
APY>K6M Ta 36 /1MKeHHs. BoHa cuMBoAi3yBaia AyXOBHY
6naroaatb, SKY MU OTPUMYEMO 4epe3 EBXapUCTIto.
Lle 6yB yac noasiku bory 3a gap >utTs i 1t060BI, SKa
06’e4HY€E HAC Y XPUCTUAHCBKIN BIpi.

BaxknmBo nam’atat, WO MNiATPUMKA [OyXOBHOT
aTMocdepm rpoMaam Ta APY>KHiX BiIHOCUH BUMarae
3ycu/sib i 3060B'3aHb 3 BOKY KOMXHOIO Y4acHMKa
napadii. HagaeaMo gonomory TuM, XTo NoTpeobye,
i nigTpUMymMMo oOAMH OAHOroO B  TPYyAHOLLAX.
byabMo 4yTAMBMMM A0 NOTPED BAMMKHIX Ta AiMo
B AYCi XpUCTUSAHCbKOI /11060Bi. CnisIbHICTb | €AHICTb
MOXXYTb OYTU 36€perkeHi, GKLLO0 MU MPOAOBIKYEMO
npaurpBaTM Haj, UMM pasoM i MNpParHeMO >XUTU
BiZINOBIAHO A0 BYEHHS XpUcTa.

Asmop: inoousikoH PomaH Mapuuwak

Photos by Subdeacon Maksym Zhuravchyk




ARCHBISHOP DANIEL VISITS UKRAINTAN COMMUNITY OF CINCINNATI, OH,
LEADS THEM IN PRAYER AND PARTICIPATES IN THE UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL

APXMENMMUCKOII AAHMIA BIABIAAB
YKPAITHCBKY TPOMAAY CMHCHHETI,
OTAIO, TA MOAMTOBHO B34B
YYACTH B YKPATHCBKOMY

£ DECTHUBAA

While most of us cannot travel to Ukraine in this present
time (due to the ongoing military aggression of Russia
against the peaceful nation of Ukraine) to experience
the rich religious and cultural traditions of Ukrainian
people, the Cincinnati, OH Ukrainian-Americans
brought the celebration of Ukrainian spirit and culture
to the local community.

Archbishop Daniel, accompanied by the seminarians of
St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary
subdeacon Maksym Zhuravchyk and subdeacon Andrii
Akulenko, arrived the city of Cincinnati, located on the
Ohio river, to lead the Ukrainian Orthodox community
in prayer, as they work tirelessly to prepare for a festival,
proceeds from which are set to equip one of Kherson’s
hospitals with basic diagnostic tools.

The Kherson region used to be a flourishing center
in southern Ukraine. During the Russian invasion it
was robbed and ravaged by Russian military. After its
liberation by Ukrainian forces in November 2022, it
became evident that most of the valuable equipment
was either destroyed or stolen from many hospitals.
Efforts by the Ukrainian government and volunteer
forces to restore the region faced a major hurdle after
the entire area flooded because of the destruction of
the Kakhovka Power Plant by its occupiers on June 6,
2023. This act of terrorism left the region without vital
infrastructure and medical equipment. Kherson is still
one of the most shelled cities of Ukraine and is in dire
need of basic medical life support.

Early in the morning of Saturday, August 5, 2023,
His Eminence Archbishop Daniel personally led the
celebration of the Eucharistic Divine liturgy, thus
enabling volunteers, workers, and parishioners of
the local Ukrainian Orthodox mission to pray for the
success of their efforts and the peace and stability of
Ukraine.

In the middle of the temple space of the local
Fleming United Church of Christ, where the
Ukrainian community temporarily prayed and used
the surrounding space for activities, the icon of the
Mother of God of Pochaiv was placed, thus celebrating
a memory of the deliverance of the Dormition Lavra
Monastery from a Turkish siege on July 20-23, 1675.

Vladyka Daniel brought the icon for veneration of
the local community from the Three Holy Hierarchs
Seminary chapel in the Metropolia Center of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA in South
Bound Brook, NJ. In his remarks, the archbishop
related the miraculous narrative of deliverance of
the monastics and people from the foreign siege and
invasion by the enemy.

“During the war with the Turks in the summer of 1675,
Tartar regiments invaded Pochaiv, surrounding the
monastery on three sides. The weak monastery walls
and its stone buildings did not offer much defense
against a siege. Abbot Joseph (Dobromirsky) urged
the monks and laypeople to pray to their heavenly
intercessors: the Most Holy Theotokos and St. Job of
Pochaiv.

The monks and the laypeople prayed fervently,
prostrating themselves before the wonderworking
icon of the Mother of God and the reliquary with the
relics of St. Job. At sunrise on the morning of July
23, as the Tatars were planning an assault on the
monastery, the abbot ordered that an Akathist to the
Theotokos be sung. At the opening words, “O Queen
of the Heavenly Hosts,” the Most Holy Theotokos
suddenly appeared over the church, in “an unfurled
gleaming-white omophorion,” with angels holding
unsheathed swords. St. Job stood beside the Mother
of God, bowing to Her and beseeching Her to defend
the monastery.

Becoming terrified at the sight of the holy army, the
Tatars shot arrows at the Most Holy Theotokos and
St. Job. However, the arrows fell backwards and
wounded those who shot them. In panic and without
looking, the enemy trampled upon and killed each
other. The defenders of the monastery pursued them




and took many prisoners. Afterwards, some of the
prisoners accepted Christianity and remained at the
monastery.”

Vladyka Daniel offered intercessory prayers in front
of the icon for the nation of Ukraine, as people in
present time relieve the horrific moments of war and
destruction perpetrated by the invaders.

Moreover, another sacred icon was offered for
veneration. Sunday, August 6, 2023, is a day of
prayerful commemoration of the Holy Martyr
Christina of Tyre (300), who was recently selected
by the youth of the UOC of the USA as one of the
patron saints of the young generation of Ukrainian
Orthodox Christians in the United States of America.

Once again, Archbishop Daniel offered a short
reflection on the life of the saint, stating: “The
Martyr Christina lived during the Third Century.
She was born into a rich family, and her father was
governor of Tyre. By the age of 11 she was very
beautiful, and many wanted to marry her. Christina’s
father, however, envisioned that his daughter should
become a pagan priestess. To this end he placed her
in a special dwelling where he had set up many gold
and silver idols, and he commanded his daughter to
burn incense before them.

In her solitude, Christina began to wonder who had
created the beautiful world. From her room she was
delighted by the stars of the heavens and constantly
thought about the Creator of all the world. She
was convinced that the voiceless and lifeless idols
in her room could not create anything, since they
themselves were created by human hands. She
began to pray to the One God, hoping that he would
reveal himself to her. Her soul blazed with love for
the Unknown God, and she intensified her prayer all
the more, and combined it with fasting.

Christina was visited by an angel, who instructed her
in the true faith in Christ, the Savior of the world.
The angel called her a bride of Christ and told her
about her future suffering. St. Christina smashed
all the idols standing in her room and threw them
out the window. Christina’s father came to visit her,
and he asked where all the idols had disappeared.
Her father was displeased and put her in prison with
orders to torture St. Christina until she renounced
her faith in Christ.

An angel of God appeared each night, healing her
wounds and strengthening her with food. Her

father, seeing her unharmed, gave orders to drown her
in the sea. An angel sustained her while the stone sank
down, and Christina miraculously came out of the water
and reappeared before her father. In terror, the torturer
thought this to be sorcery and he decided to execute her
in the morning. He summoned St. Christina and tried to
persuade her to renounce Christ, but seeing her unyielding
firmness, he subjected her to cruel tortures. St. Christina
was in prison for a long time and a lot of people came to
visit her. She converted close to 300 people while she
while there.

A new governor arrived and resumed her torture. After
various torments, he gave orders to throw her into a red-
hot furnace and lock her in it. After five days they opened
the furnace and found the martyr alive and unharmed.
Seeing this miracle take place, many believed in Christ
the Savior, and the torturers executed St Christina with a
sword.

Numerous faithful approached the chalice and received
the Holy Eucharist, thus partaking in the Divine Banquet
of Christ the Savior.

The day continued with a joyful celebration of Ukrainian
heritage. During the formal opening of the festival, Serhiy
Kharchyk - the chairperson of the event stated: “The
moment we've all been eagerly waiting for has finally
come! The Ukrainian community of Cincinnati excited to
welcome each and every one of you to our annual festival!

Prepare to be enchanted by a spectacular display of love
and dedication as our countless volunteers have poured
their hearts into meticulously preparing a feast that will
tantalize your taste buds and leave you craving for more.
From savory delights to mouthwatering treats, our food
embodies the very essence of Ukrainian culinary artistry.

But this festival is not just about the food; it's a gateway to
a vibrant world of Ukrainian culture that will captivate your
senses. Immerse yourself in a whirlwind of colors, sounds,
and traditions that have been lovingly preserved and
nurtured through generations. Let the beats of traditional
music and the grace of folk dances transport you to a realm
of joy and celebration.

Today is more than just a gathering; it's a powerful
statement of resilience and unity. We are fiercely
protecting our precious heritage from the relentless storm
of an unjust war waged against Ukraine. Our culture stands
strong with its own unique traditions, foods, language, and
unmistakable identity.
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None of this would be possible without your
unwavering support! As we unite in celebration, we
extend our heartfelt gratitude to each one of you for
standing with us, embracing our culture, and becoming
a part of our extended family.

So, let's paint the day with vibrancy, joy, and
camaraderie. Come one, come all, and let the Ukrainian
spirit infuse your soul. Get ready for an unforgettable
experience that will leave you inspired and enriched!”

Vladyka Daniel formally opened the festival with
a prayer for Ukraine, especially for the children of
Ukrainian nation, who have been injured, killed, or
forcefully removed by the perpetrators of peace.

Participants had many diverse activities to choose
from. Whether enjoying live Ukrainian music and
dancing, shopping at the cultural stands, taking the
kids on rides and carnival games, guided tours of
the Church itself, or just relaxing while feasting on
Ukrainian varynyky, pampushky and meat grilled
meats, or home-made pastries or other desserts, a
good time was had by all, yet constantly reminded by
the reality of the war in Ukraine.

Volunteer parishioners of the local community worked
weeks in advance to collect donations, organize food
preparations, and countless individuals worked the
kitchen, food stands, ticket booths, and security
to ensure all went smoothly. Credit goes to all the
volunteers who pulled together to raise money for
their cause, while creating a memorable event for the
entire community.

Photos by Subdeacon Maksym Zhuravchyk
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The faithful community of Saint Job of Pochaiv
Orthodox Church in Los Alamos, NM, rejoiced as they
welcomed His Eminence Archbishop Daniel for his
highly anticipated annual Archpastoral Visit this past
weekend. The visit, which took place from July 21-
23, was a joyous occasion filled with heartfelt prayer,
spiritual enrichment, and a deep sense of unity.

During his stay, His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, the
esteemed spiritual leader of the Western Eparchy,
led a series of inspiring events that brought joy to
the congregation and left a lasting impact on all in
attendance. The visit commenced with a warm and
traditional reception, where parishioners, clergy, and
community members came together to extend their
heartfelt greetings to the Archbishop and offer him
bread and salt.

Throughout the weekend, the itinerary included
several divine liturgies, prayer services, and
intimate gatherings where His Eminence engaged in
discussions with parishioners and shared his profound
insights on matters of faith, community, and personal
growth. The Archbishop’s messages were filled with
compassion and wisdom, resonating deeply with
those in attendance and reaffirming the enduring
values of the Orthodox faith.

Father Theophan, the priest of Saint Job of Pochaiv
Orthodox Church, expressed his gratitude for the &
uplifting visit, stating, “We are truly blessed to have e
had His Eminence Archbishop Daniel with us this =4 I
weekend. His presence has brought us renewed -

Apxienucxoh .[I,auu'ih BiaBigae YKpa'l'HCbky MpaBocnaeHy .
rpomagy Jloc Anamoc, Hoea Mekcuka: «lMoyyTTa b
LYXOBHOro nigHeCeHHS BiAYYBAETHCA Y MOMEHT

KK XpUCTOC TOPKAEThCA
5 ) o = o

Job of Pochaiv

‘\’;-’/

s Alamos Orthodox Parish Community:li : l{ .ﬁh
“It is amazing to know that Christ Jesus touches our hearts. This is
where everything starts, this is when we truly begin to live.”

-
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Orthedox Christian Church
Living the Good News

for over 2,000 years

spiritual strength and encouragement to continue living
our faith in service to others. The love and support
shown by our parishioners and the wider community
have made this a truly memorable experience.”

The Archpastoral Visit included an evening at the
Summer Concert Series at Ashley Pond with the
mobile chapel of the church which provided a unique
opportunity for locals to interact with Archbishop
Daniel, seeking his blessings and guidance. Through
these personal exchanges, many individuals found
solace and inspiration in the Archbishop’s words, leaving
the visit with a renewed commitment to their faith and
community. The mobile chapel of Saint Job is a regular
fixture at the Friday night concerts. Last year, during the
whole series, over 500 people visited the chapel during
the concerts.

The annual visit of Archbishop Daniel to Saint Job of
Pochaiv Orthodox Church has become a cherished
tradition that unites the congregation and fosters a
deep sense of spiritual family among the faithful. The
community looks forward to continuing this tradition
in the years to come and building upon the spiritual
foundation strengthened during this year’s visit.

Saint Job of Pochaiv Orthodox Church in Los Alamos,
NM, remains committed to living and sharing the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, offering a welcoming space for all
seeking spiritual nourishment, healing, and wholeness.

Photos by Subdeacons Yaroslav Bilohan and Andrii
Akulenko
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Those who know a little bit about my interest in
stewardship also know that it largely came from the
context of serving in a mission parish that a lot of the
basic ideas of stewardship came alive to me in that
ministry assignment.

One may believe that ‘starting a mission’ is a good
idea, or cool, or maybe even God's will. But the
‘stewardship’ of that effort requires a whole lot of
resources! Where do the resources come from? This
is the essence of Orthodox Christian stewardship
really, believing that ‘Christ is in our Midst’ and He
is and will be providing for us in wonderful ways to
further His mission. (Lk.12:27ff)

I'll use the two narratives of the miraculous catch of
fish found in the Gospels (Lk. 5, Jn. 21) as examples of
how this works.

GOD IS WORKING AND WE DON'T KNOW IT

In both of the accounts in Holy Scripture of the
miraculous catch of fish, the futility of the apostles’ is
immediately evident. Their efforts to catch fish using
their considerable personal skills and equipment,
honed through years of practice and experience,
nevertheless come up woefully empty. It would seem
that the lesson of Christ-God in these stories is less
about fish and more about how God Himself works.
He is planning things out and working things out. But
those to be called ‘apostles’ have NO clue about what
is going to happen let alone why. They will discover
both from Christ in the midst of what they are doing in
their daily lives.

VaRabert Holet

This is a norm of Christianity - when we say ‘Christ is in
our midst " we really mean it, and He is working His divine
purposes - and we often have no idea what He's up to.
He will reveal it in His time, perhaps after we have toiled
hard, and felt the icy chill of desperation deep within us
that our best efforts, creative genius, or profound sweat
and effort, have produced nothing. The ‘reveal’ of what
God is up to is completely up to Him as to the time,
manner, place and people. In the case of the fishermen in
Luke’s Gospel it would be the guys who were fisherman
who would be challenged in this way - to work and to
not lose sight of the goal which can only be fulfilled by
Christ in His time.

With this pattern set, Jesus would call his followers
‘fishers of men. The catch would depend upon the
hard work of his followers but ultimately depends upon
the Lord’s grace, timing and place. On their own, the
apostles can accomplish nothing. If fishing all night on a
boat and catching nothing is hard, then those who work
the spiritual mission of Christ in the world also learn very
quickly that this is a work which must be carried out with
no clear promise outright of a tangible ‘catch’ today, or
tomorrow or next week. To predict it to be so or worse, to
succumb to the temptation to make something happen
will thwart God'’s agenda by inserting our own. But the
steward of the mission of fishing for souls must continue
and believe that God is with us, and the He is working
even if he doesn’t know any of the specifics. But goal is
to make everything Ready - relying on God to provide
the ‘increase’. (1Cor.3:6)
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OBEDIENCE

In both of the Miraculous Catch narratives, the miracle
only happens when something changes. In St. John's
narrative, it is when the voice of Christ is heard and
there is a response to that voice in obedience. “Cast
your net onto the other side of the boat”, He commands.
The apostles hear the command, and have to undo
some of their own work to allow Christ’s direction to
be carried out.” When they are obedient, the miracle
happens. The fish appear and are easily caught in
those nets, and with that equipment, by the skilled
and hardworking fisherman. But the catalyst for the
miracle was the Word of God which manifests His
presence. Christ was in their midst and everything
changed!

Stewardship of the Mission is stewardship of the
Word of God, not just as a book, but as His very
Presence. It is amazing really, that Christ chooses
us Orthodox Christians to work this way, by allowing
us, to somehow make Him present and manifest to
people, including people who do not know or follow
Him. It is amazing that we, as priests and the people
of God when celebrating the Liturgy that we call
upon the name of the Lord and He visits us - in the
Holy Eucharist as the Holy Spirit changes the Bread
and Wine into His Body and Blood and truly, ‘Christ
is in our Midst."ii

So, the apostolic Church then is comprised of the
people who are sent to work in very practical ways
to do enable the mission of Christ to become present
in the world. They do their work and He does what
He alone can do. The human work is graced by the
Divine energy of God, accomplishing what He wills,
in the manner that He wills it. As with the apostles
and their fishing, they must do their grunt work and
slave away with hope that they will be ‘successful’
which for fishermen meant not going home hungry
that night. But what changes when the fishermen
become apostles at Pentecost, is that they are driven
by obedience to Christ and His Mission, the salvation
of souls. Their sole desire is what He desires, as
St. Paul put it, that, “All be saved and come to the
knowledge of the truth.” (1Tim.2:4)

A mission parish, as | have come to experience it,
has this salvation of souls as its sole purpose, from
the beginning. It is a work set forth in Faith to bring
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to people that they be
saved - though a personal encounter with Christ
leading to conversion spiritually and sustained
mystically by His presence through sacraments
and participation in the spiritual way of life in the

Church outlined in the Scriptures. This is the Church’s
stewardship of not only the Gospel, but of the very grace
of Christ, which is present in the moment, bringing people
to salvation.

The stewardship of the Mission of the Church is all about
Work. Under this umbrella of ‘sacred work’, a multitude of
tasks requiring a multitude of people and a multitude of
skills are needed. While a mission may begin with only one
ortwo people and avision, it must be open to the ways that
God will bring in people with very different backgrounds
and skillsets so that they all can be participants in this
work of carrying out His mission. Some times I've found
myself praying to the Lord to bring the people with the
specific gifts that we may need to carry out the mission
but don’t seem to be present at the moment.

And what is this ‘work’ comprised of? Let me mention s
few obvious essentials common to stewardship of every
Church endeavor - mission parish or established parish.

Communications - are ‘everything’ in missions. The work
of transmission of the Word of God to His people is what
missions do. This takes many forms of course, in person, in
printoreven electronicallyandin media.v Communications
bring people together and bring understanding. Some of
the most valuable people in the church are those who
compile the ‘message’ of the Church and bring it to the
world and that’s not always the priest. The words of
parishioners to their friends, family, coworkers and those
they serve are the ‘word of God’ to lead them to Christ in
specific interpersonal encounters through friendship and
caring ministry. When communication efforts are weak,
the mission is lacking something serious.

Worship - The word ‘liturgy’ literally means, in Greek,
the ‘Work of the People’. Our worship in the manner that
Christ set forth, is the most sacred of all of our duties as a
priestly people of God, but our greatest privilege as well,
to approach the Throne of Grace. (Heb. 4:16) | marvel
at how some of the most profound experiences of faith
for me have been in small parishes or startup missions.
Perhaps in such, Christ blesses us with an extraordinary
awareness of what is always happening in our liturgies.

Sacred Space - So, God meets us when we gather to
worship Him in the Liturgy as Orthodox Christians and
this has to take place somewhere. The ‘sacred space’ of a
mission might be someone’s living room or as in the case
of St. Nicholas mission, a hotel room later upgraded to the
basement of a closed real estate business. No matter - God
is not limited by the seeming unworthiness of our not-so-
sacred worship spaces.” But He does desire us to worship
in Spirit and Truth, and will lead a mission community to
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establish a sacred space that He will consecrate to His
glory through the ministry of the bishop. That sacred
space also needs to accommodate a key element of
the Christian experience from the very beginning -
fellowship. For many converts, and long-time Faithful
as well, the social time after Liturgy is a spiritual
highlight of the week, one that requires dedicated
space, servants of Christ and organization to do it well.

Dedicated Ministers - To establish a mission it takes
people. A person is required who is not only called,
but sent to do this work. St. Paul puts it this way,

“But how can they call on him to save them unless they
believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they
have never heard about him? And how can they hear
about him unless someone tells them? 15 And how will
anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is
why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of
messengers who bring good news!” (Rom.10:14f)

| hope to say more about the calling of men to mission
service in a future essay in this series. But it also
requires more than just a mission-minded lay person
or priest. It requires at least ‘two or three’ gathered
in His name. (Mt. 18:20) Even if it's just the priest and
his wife, Jesus has sufficient quorum to be present!
But a Christian mission really isn’t about minimums,
but rather that the multitude come to experience
not only what Christ has to offer them, but what they
can offer to Christ in the spirit of Christian service.
Many Christians never experience the importance of
stewardship because they are never invited, or dare
| say commanded, to serve the Lord, which is the
essence of what His stewards do!

Stewardship of Souls - Perhaps the most important
stewardship calling of the mission is to offer an
embrace every soul who comes through the doors of
the Church, and endeavor to not only lead them to

Christ, but build them up in every way in their personal
life, by attempting to help meet their many needs. This is
perhaps the greatest, most demanding resource needed
for mission work - the effort and skills to do the ‘people
work’. It involves listening, encouraging, accepting,
forgiving, leading, teaching, correcting every person with
nothing less than the love and grace of Christ. Fora single
person, including the priest, it is overwhelming, which is
why the entire community needs to see its interpersonal
relationships as foundational to the Church’s mission. It's
also a recipe for flameout, if not approached with wisdom
and spiritual support.

THE ESSENCE OF THE MISSION

These are just a few of the essential dimensions of how a
mission emerges. It seemingly comes, ‘from nothing’. ‘Ex
nihilo’ is an ancient theological term that describes our
Orthodox belief of how God created the heavens and
the earth, the entire cosmos, out of nothing. Yet what we
discover in mission parishes is that it's even more than
that. The mission emerges from the Presence of God
Himself. What we see, hear and touch in the Liturgy or
in Christian fellowship come from things that have been
brought together in a unity, a great coming together of
God’s creation which means people and stuff, whether
it be the walls of a rented mission space, the incense lit
during the service, or the souls who are wrapped in that
atmosphere. Everyone who participates in a mission,
in the Church, is invited to encounter divine grace, as
creation is sanctified and souls are saved, purified, and
draw near to God.

This returns us to the theme of the beginning of this essay
- that God is at work in ways unknown to us, but that He
is calling us to serve His mission. This requires only that
we begin to do the work of stewarding the resources He
has provided and will provide for His divine purpose, the
salvation of souls. And He will invite us all as fishermen
to jump into the boat to go along for the ride to be His
co-workers and stewards of His Mission. Q

' One powerful spiritual practice transmitted to us which is unique to Orthodoxy is in the repetition of key sayings,
such as ‘Christ is in our midst." And then repeating it in response, ‘He is and shall be.” These words of faith are
repeated in personal encounters daily but convey this underlying truth that has sustained previous generations in
the Church despite sometimes unimaginable hardships, grief or loss. How many desperate, but faithful Ukrainian
Orthodox would sing the words, ‘Cnami Boh’ (God is with us) as a Christmas tradition which conveyed this truth,

‘Christ is among us’ trusting that He was, He is, and shall be.

i | think many who serve in a variety of ministries in the Church will recognize this pattern too. There have to be a
couple of ‘false starts’ before things come together by the grace of God.

il Just before the Creed during the Liturgy, when clergy concelebrate, they exchange a kiss and share these words
with each other in faith. It's almost like the “faith trigger’ beginning the Eucharistic prayers. Much, much more

could be said about this liturgical moment.

¥ The Ukrainian Orthodox Word is one such mode of communication. How many people, over the years, have
experienced the Grace of Christ’s saving work through the pages of this publication? Can we see and appreciate
the power of Christ to use something like this for even greater effect?

“1 could say much about this from experiences in the past. If you're interested, just ask.

28

UOC of the USA Delivers Humanitarian
Aid of the Most Basic Need for Survival
to Kherson - WATER

: " -YHIJ,' CIIIA"nocTaBuaa no XepcoHa
< TYMAaHITAPHY JOIOMOTY ImepuIoi
HeoOXiTHOCTI NJIa BMZKHBAHHEA “ DO /1Y

Water is much more than just a basic human need.
It is an essential, irreplaceable element to ensuring
the continuance of life. Water is intrinsically linked to
fundamental human rights such as the right to life,
to food and to health. Access to safe water is a basic
human right.

Wateris God's creation and is a critical resource for the
survival of humanity. As a product of Creation, water
is destined for all human beings, their communities,
and the rest of creation. God intended the Earth and
all it contains for the use of all, so that all created
things would be shared fairly by humankind under the
guidance of justice tempered by charity.

Human beings, and the communities in which they
live, cannot do without water since it corresponds to
their primary needs and constitutes a basic condition
of their existence. All depend upon the fate of water.
Access to safe water and sanitation is indispensable
for the life and full development of all human beings
and communities in the world.

However, this basic need for the sacred source
of water has been violated by the actions of the
Russian Federation as they continue to attack the
infrastructure of Ukraine, destroying water reservoirs
and creating unconscionable conditions for the
hundreds of towns and villages making it impossible
for them to have access to potable water.

Having received the latest request of His Beatitude
Metropolitan Epiphaniy of the Orthodox Church
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in Ukraine for the need of clean water, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA put out an appeal to
the faithful of the Church for their contributions and
sponsorship for the essential element of our physical
survival - clean water.

Thanks to the diligent efforts and cooperation of
His Eminence Archbishop Daniel with the clergy of
the Orthodox Church in Ukraine, a full container of
bottled water was procured for delivery to the Kherson
region, resulting in 20 tons of clean water for the local
communities.

The destruction of the Kakhovka Dam caused extensive
flooding along the lower Dnipro River in the Kherson
Oblast displacing over 15,000 people. The devastating
flood waters from one of the world’s largest reservoirs,
which was vital for irrigating farmland considered the
breadbasket of Europe, is a disaster of global magnitude,
putting food supplies for millions at risk and threatening
fragile ecosystems for decades.

Itisthrough this generosity, this provision of clean drinking
water, that the Church and her faithful not only save the
bodies of those who thirst, but satiate their souls, through
their love and concern for them. This fresh water will
nourish their bodies and will prevent fatal diseases which
are spread without access to clean water such as cholera,
typhoid, and hepatitis. The hundreds upon thousands of
bottles of water, prayed over and blessed by the clergy
of the OCU, will be a salve to troubled souls, offering
them renewed hope and the assurance that they are not



forgotten, and they are not alone, but are loved by
others, loved by the Church, and loved by God.

Please consider donating to the Ukrainian
Humanitarian Relief Fund of the UOC of the USA,
and offer your support for those who struggle to gain
access to clean water.

Remember, the shortage of water is truly a right to
life issue! The human family must be served, not
exploited. The primary objective of all humanitarian
efforts must be the well-being of people - men,
women, children, families, communities - who live in
the affected areas of Ukraine and suffer most from
the needless destruction and need urgent assistance
to save their very lives.

YL, CLUA IOCTABUJIA Y XEPCOH
N'YMAHITAPHY AOMNMOMOTrY MEPLUOI
HEOBXIOHOCTI AJ11 BXKUBAHHSA - BOAY

Bopa € HabaraTto 6isbLUMM, HiXK NPOCTO OCHOBHO
notpe6boro AoauHu. Lle BaxkamBMM Ta He3aMiHHWUI
efleMeHT A5 3abe3nevyeHHs NPOAOBXEHHS >KUTTS.
Boaa Hepo3pmBHO MoB’si3aHa 3 OCHOBHUMM MpaBamMu
JOANHU, TAaKMMU SK: NPABO Ha YXUTTS, NPaBO Ha DKY,
npaeo Ha 3gopos’a. [JocTtyn go 6e3neyHoi Boan €
OCHOBHMM MPaBOM JIHOAMHW.

Boga € BOXWM TBOPIHHSAM | € HalBaXkKJIMBILLUM
pecypcomM A5 BMXKMBAHHS NHOACTBA. AK MpoayKT
TBOpiHHSA, BOAA NMpuU3HaveHa Aas BCiX JIIOAEN, iXHIX
CMiJZIbHOT Ta YCbOro TBOPiHHA. Bor 3aaymaB 3emto Ta
BCe, LLIO Ha Hill €, A1 CpaBe/IMBOro BUKOPUCTAHHS
BCiMa, XTO »XMBYTb Ha Uil 3eMJii.

JTroam Ta cninbHOTU, B SKUX BOHU XKMUBYTb, HE MOXKYTh
obxoanTucs 6e3 BoAM, OCKiJIbKM BOHa BignoBsigae
iXHIM nepLloyeproBuM noTpebamM i € OCHOBHO
YMOBOIO iX iCHyBaHHS. Yce 3a/1eXKUTb Bif, TOro, KO
€ cuTyauis 3 Bogoto. [JocTyn go 6e3neyHoi Boan Ta
BiINOBIAHMX CaHITapHMUX YMOB € HeOobXigHUM Aans
YKUTTA Ta MOBHOLLIHHOMO pPO3BUTKY BCiX toaen i
CMiJIbHOT Y CBITi.

OpHak us 6a3oBa noTpeba y BoAi 6yna nopyLleHa
nismn  Pociricbkoi  ®epepalii, sdka NPOAOBXKYE
aTakyBaTU iHOPaACTPYKTYpy VYKpaiHW, 3HULLYOYM
BOJOCXOBMULLA Ta CTBOPIOHOYM BE3COBICHI YMOBU A5
COTeHb MICT i cifn, pobadgum gocTyn A0 NUTHOI BOAM
HEMOXK/IMBUM.

ALANTERA HAN Tum,
: " ARARETHLA B 00AMNOH
N oae, howe HANL ICTHWR, Mupa
P ot T WOLOPORYBAB 3 ¢iy-
L1 Vil .
* o Lroiw Mooudow, nonopomyii, Baa-
v " Ve o i X
" pabom Troim (in'x), 1 8in Beg-

seac Tl L TV BWIB0AM, | Mup
aaan. | Tote, x1o 1a Teocw
BOPWTEL TIPOMRCEN PABIM,

OTpuMaBLLUM OCTaHHE MPOXaHHsA Big MwuTponoauTa
lMpaBocnaBHoOi LlepkBun B YKpaiHi braykeHHiworo Enidanis
npo noTpeby B YMCTIN Boai, YkpaiHcbka [lpaBociiaBHa
Llepkea CLLUA 3BepHynacs pgo BipHux Llepkeu 3
NMPOXaHHAM MOYKEPTBYBATW Ta NMPOCMOHCOPYBaTU TaKMi
BaXXJINBUI €/1eMEHT A15 Haworo $i3sMYyHOro BUXKMBAHHS
- YMCTY BOAY.

3aBasiku CcTapaHHsM Ta crniBnpadui
BucokonpeocsslleHHiworo  Apxienuckona  [anHuina
3 ayxoBeHCTBOM [lpaBocnaBHoi LlepkBu B YKpaiHi
OYN0 3aKyMnJIeHO LMK KOHTENHEP BoAM Yy OyTAaX Ans
[OCTaBKM B XEpPCOHCbKY 06s1acTb, Y pe3y/sibTaTi 4yoro
MicueBi rpoMaan oTpuManm 20 TOHH YMCTOT BOAM.

PyriHyBaHHs KaxoBCbKOi JaMbu CPUYMHUIO MacLLITabHi
MOBeHI B3A0BX HWXHbOI Tedii [IHiNpa B XepCOHCHKIN
obnacTi, Lo Npu3BesIo 40 NnepeMilleHHs noHaa, 15 Tncsay
oci6. PyiHiBHIi mMoBeHi 3 ogHOro 3 HaMbINbLUMX Y CBITI
BOJOCXOBULL, KOTPWUI 3POLLYBAB Ci/IbCbKOroCrnoaapchbkKi
yrigas y KpaiHi, KopTa BBaXKa€eTbCA XUTHULEH €Bponu,
- € KaTacTpodoto r1obasibHOro MacluTaby, sska CTaBUTb
nig 3arposy 3anacu NpoAoBO/ILCTBA A5 MIJIbMAOHIB, i
3arpoXKyBaTMMe eKOCMCTEMAM LLLE NPOTArOM AECATUITh.

Came 3aBAsIKM Ui WeapocTi, 3abe3nevyoym YMCcTor
nNMTHO Boaoto LlepkBa Ta i BipHi He sinLLe paTyoTb Tina
crparaunx, ajie h HaCU4yrTb IXHi AyLUi CBOEIO Nt060B'I0 Ta
TypboToto Npo HMX. Lis npicHa Boga 6yae >XUBUTUIXHI Tina
Ta 3anobiraTumMe cMepTesIbHUM 3aXBOPIOBAHHAM, TaKMM
AK: X0J1epa, YepeBHUMN TUD | renaTuT, SKi NOLUNPIOTLCA
6e3 goctyny Ao umnctoi Boan. COTHI M TUCAYI NASLIOK
BOAM, HaZ SIKUMW MOJIMTbCA Ta OCBAYYE JyXOBEHCTBO
MUY, cTaHyTb MOPATYHKOM [A/19 30EHTEeXEeHUX Ay,
[apyrouu iM HOBY Haflito Ta BNEBHEHICTb, WO BOHU He €
3a6yTi, i BOHW He € CaMOTHI, a HaBMaKM - iX N064Tb iHLLI
nogu, ix n1obuTtb LlepkBsa, i ix 1to0buTb bor.

Byab nacka, 3pobiTh noxkepTBY Ha YKpaiHCcbkuii QoHp,
l'ymaHiTapHoi Jonomorn YTIL, CLUA Ta nmigTpumarnTe
TUX, XTO BOpeTbCs 3a AOCTYN A0 YNCTOI BOAM.

Mam'sTainTe, OediuuT BOAM - cnpaBai npobiema
npaea Ha >uTTa! JIloACTBY MNOTPIOGHO CAYXMUTHU, a
He ekcnyaTyBaTu 1oro. OCHOBHOK METOH  BCiX
ryMaHiTapHUX 3ycu/ib Mae OyTu Gnaronosyyyds nwogen
- YOJI0BIKiB, »KIHOK, AiTeln, ciMel, rpomMaf, — sKi XXUBYTb
Yy TMOCTpaykgasnx panoHax YKpaiHM Ta Hanbinblue
CTpaXXOalThb Bif, CTpallHMX PYMHYBaHb, i NOTpebytoTb
TepMiHOBOI A0OMOMOTN, W6 BPSATYBAaTM CBOE XXUTTS.




FOOD AND LOGISTICAL SUPPLIES PURCHASED AND
DELIVERED TO,UKRAINIAN TOWNS VIA GENEROSITY
vm.:rHE UOC OF THE USA

-

-~ HPO':IIYRTHKXKP}IYBAHHH TA IIPOMICJIOBI
. TOBAPILHAJICTTAHI TA{PO3TAHI BIMICTAX I CEJTAX
CXITHOIL YKPATHV HAMATAHHIMII VI CIITA

As we enter the month of August, families around the
world start preparing their children for the start of
the upcoming school year. New clothing is purchased
along with bookbags, school supplies, and alarm clocks
to ensure the youngsters get up, get dressed, have
breakfast, and make it on the school bus on time.

In Ukraine, the children wake to the alarm of sirens
warning them of missile attacks. Breakfast is not even
mentioned as the children’s stomachs growl from
hunger. Instead of new clothing, they wear the same
clothes they have worn for the past many days and
weeks. Food is scarce and everyone’s thoughts focus
on daily survival.

As Ukraine continues to get pommeled by the Russian
Federation, the innocent civilians are suffering an
unimaginable and unforeseen hardship. Already living
in fear, jumping at the slightest sound, hiding in cellars
and bombed-out buildings, they now have the added
burden of finding clean water for drinking, cooking,
and bathing.

Medical issues remain untreated as the roads have
become virtually impassible due to all the missile
strikes. Medicines, hygiene products, and food items
are difficult to acquire. Children are not finicky eaters
turning up their noses at mealtime. Instead, they
greedily devour what little food is provided for them.

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan
Antony, Prime Hierarch of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA and the Diaspora, His Eminence

Archbishop Daniel, Ruling Hierarch of the Western
Eparchy of the UOC of the USA, and Consistory
President, has actively been sending aid to Ukraine
thanks to the generous donations of the faithful of the
Church. Working through Protopresbyter Kostyantyn
Kuznyetzov of the Orthodox Church in Ukraine, the
UOC of the USA has been able to send supplies and
support Ukraine during these trying times.

Airstrikes have destroyed numerous cities and villages
forcing the survivors with nothing more than clothes
on their backs to walk long distances to find shelter
and assistance in neighboring cities. It is to these
cities, over bombed, pockmarked roads with cracked
pavement, that assistance is delivered to those in
need. Regardless of the air raid sirens and the danger
to their own safety, Father Kostyantyn, along with his
wife, Natalia, travel to the war-torn areas to reach
those who are in the worst need of standard supplies
of food and hygiene products.

Unloading their vehicle, they immediately set to filling
bags with the essentials of life including canned and
non-perishable food items, hygiene products, diapers
and baby products, pain killers, bandages, etc. Having
heard of their arrival, the elderly with canes and walkers
slowly amble towards the gathering. Infants cry as
their mothers cradle them in their arms while trying
to keep their older children quiet as they carefully and
timidly make their way forward. People shuffle towards
the gathering wearing their old worn-out shoes, and
the clothing that has been on their backs through the
pouring rain and the sweltering sun.

In addition to food, the women with children are given
a supply of diapers, and candy for their youngsters. A
bit of joy in these scary times for the innocent youth.
Medicines are provided, pasta, rice, and canned meats.
Socks, soap, shampoo, and toothpaste which once
seemed so unimportant, are gratefully accepted, and
bring unprecedented joy.

Before departing the people gather and are led in
prayer by Fr. Kostyantyn. They crossed themselves and
bowed their heads beseeching the Lord to grant peace
to Ukraine, to safeguard the defenders of freedom, to
protect the warriors as they work at protecting the
country and civilians, to grant all those gathered good
health, and the strength and fortitude they will need
to survive the war and rebuild their nation. Having
prayed for peace, Fr. Kostyantyn blessed the food
items, and the people who had gathered before him,
asking the Lord’s Grace upon them all.

With the prayer concluded people began to leave for
their own shelters. However, Fr. Kostyantyn and his
wife were not yet done. They collected some of the
supplies and getting back in their car drove around
the destroyed villages, stopping at demolished homes,
searching out the elderly and those too weak to
venture out in search of safety. Delivering food and
medicine to them, he assured them that they are not
forgotten but are loved and prayed for.

Please consider being a hero to the suffering people
of Ukraine by donating the UOC of the USA Ukrainian
Humanitarian Relief Fund.



'LET US PRAYERFULLY HONOR
THE LIVES OF THE FALLEN HEROES OF UKRAINE

AS WE MARK THE 32ND ANNIVERSARY OF

UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE

Y 32 PIMHUILIO

HEBAAE)KHOCTI YKPAIHA
MW MOAMTOBHO BIIAHOBYEMO TMAM’SITh
MOAETAMX IEPOIB YKPATHM

27 AUGUST/CEPIIHA, 2023

10am Divine Liturgy and Blessing of Memorial Banners
2 10 panky - Jlitypria Ta BiIKpuTTA DaM’ATHUX MeMopiaiis

St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church

Yxkpaiaceka IIpaBociiaBHa nepKBa
naMm' ATHHUK cB. Auapisa Ilepeo3zBanHoro

South Bound Brook, NJ
Caet baBua Bpyk, H. /K.

INGREDIENTS

Cake:

1 % cups all-purpose flour

Y% cup white sugar

2 teaspoons baking powder

Y% teaspoon salt

% cup unsalted butter, cut into pieces

% cup cream

1 large egg, beaten

4 large apples - peeled, cored, and thinly sliced

Streusel Topping:

% cup brown sugar

2 tablespoons flour

2 teaspoons ground cinnamon

2 tablespoons cold unsalted butter, cut into pieces

AllRecipes

¢ Ukrainian ¢
: Apple Cake" ‘
m N

DIRECTIONS

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C).
Lightly butter an 8-inch square baking dish.

Make the cake: Sift flour, sugar, baking powder, and salt
into a mixing bowl. Cut in butter with 2 knives or a pastry
blender until mixture is crumbly.

Whisk cream and egg together in a small bowl; add to
flour mixture and gently mix until a soft dough forms.
Press into the prepared baking dish. Layer apples over
top in neat rows, overlapping slightly.

Make the streusel topping: Whisk brown sugar, flour, and
cinnamon together in a small bowl. Cut in butter until
mixture is crumbly. Sprinkle topping over apples.

Bake in the preheated oven until apples have softened
and topping is golden brown, about 25 minutes.
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TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

Jesus took Peter and James and John up a high mountain.
And there, he was transfigured before them: His face shone
like the sun, and His clothes became dazzling white. The
prophets Moses and Elijah appeared, talking with Jesus.
Then Peter said, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, | will make
three tents, one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

A bright cloud came over them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is
my Son, the Beloved; with him | am well pleased; listen to Him!”

The disciples fell to the ground, overcome by fear. But Jesus came and
touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.”

And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.
We bring fruits (apples, grapes, veggies, etc.) honey, and flowers to be

blessed in church this day as gratitude to God for the abundance of the
harvest.

NMPEOBPAXEHHA rocnogHe

Icyc y3aB Metpa, Axora Ta Ieana Ha Bucoky ropy. | Tam Bin npeo6pasusca
nepea Humu: o6nuuua Noro 3acasano Ak coHye, a o4Ar cTas cniny4o-6inum.
3’aBununca npopoku Moiicen Ta Inna, aki poamoenanu 3 Icycom. Toai NMeTpo
cka3as: Nocnoan, no6pe Ham TyT 6yTnN; AKWO Xouew, A 3pobnio Tpu HameTn:
oavH AnAa Te6e, oanH ana Moiicea i oaun ana Inni».

AcHa xmapa HaBucna Hag HUMM, i 3 xmapu nouyeca ronoc: «Le Cun Min
Yni6nennit, yo Noro A Bnoao6as. Moro cnyxaintecal»

Yuni Bnann Ha 3emnio, oxonneHi crpaxom. Ane lcyc nigiiwos, AOTOPKHYBCA
Ao HuX i cka3as: «BcTaBaiiTe i He 6inTecar.

I nignABwM oui, BOHNM He nob6auunun Hikoro, kpim Icyca.

Mwu npunocumo ¢pykTn (A6nyka, BuHorpaa, oBoui Ta iH.), mea, i KBiTU, OO
OCBATUTM iX Y UepKBi B e AeHb Ha noaaKy bory 3a pacHuin ypoxaii.
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TRANSFIGURATIOH

%

Who stands to the left of Christ? XTto cToiTb niBOpYY Big XpucTa?

Who stands to the right of Christ? Xto cToiTb npaBopyu Big Xpucta?

Who are the 3 men at the bottom? XTo Tpoe 4on0BiKiB BHU3Y?

Why are they scared? YoMy BoHM HansiKaHi?

What did they hear? LLlo BoHW nouynn?

What do we bring to church on this day and why? LLlo M1 npyHocKUMO A0 LEepKBU B LLEN AEHb | YOMY?
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Bondar, Maxym baptized and chrismated on July 23, 2023 in Holy
Trinity Church, Cheektowaga, NY. Child of Roman Bondar and
Anastasia Murenets. Sponsors: Daniel Reichent and Kristina Snitsar.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Yuriy Kasyanov.

Clodfelter, Jack Timothy baptized and chrismated on July 9, 2023
in St. Mary Cathedral Church, Allentown, PA. Child of Alexis James
Clodfelter and Delaney O’Sheaz Clodfelter. Sponsors: Dcn. Jordan
Kingery and Vanessa Kingery. Celebrated by Rev. Richard Jendras.

Costa, Daria Valentina baptized and chrismated on July 30, 2023 in
Assumption of the Virgin Mary Parish Church, Northampton, PA.
Child of Joseph David Costa and Eugeniia Berdysheva. Sponsors:
Patrick John Kroll and Natalie Katherine Elizabeth Hyczko. Celebrated
by Rev. Oleg Kravchenko.

Farro, Eliana Lee baptized and chrismated on July 9, 2023 in St.
Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH. Child of Jason Paul Farro
and Oksana Kozlovskaya. Sponsors: Ross William Farro and Kateryna
Simic. Celebrated by V. Rev. Michael Hontaruk.

Heren, Andrew baptized and chrismated on March 4, 2023 in Sts.
Peter & Paul Church, Carnegie, PA. Child of Alexander Orest Heren
and Donna Marie Luciw. Sponsors: Victor Onufrey and . Celebrated
by Rev. John Charest.

Krutko, Sophie baptized and chrismated on July 29, 2023 in St.
Andrew Memorial Church Church, S. Bound Brook, NJ. Child of
Konstantin Krutko and Svitlana Minkovska. Sponsors: Denis Trubitsky
and Inga Say. Celebrated by Rev. Vasyl Shak.

McClain, Anna baptized and chrismated on July 15, 2023 in Sts. Peter
& Paul Church, Carnegie, PA. Child of Sean McClain and Natalya
Tyala. Sponsors: Talan Woodward and Luba Studd. Celebrated by
Rev. John Charest.

Medvediev, David Nicholas baptized and chrismated on June 25,
2023 in St. Mary Protectress Church, Spring Valley, CA. Child of
Gennadij Medvediev and Veronika Mudra. Sponsors: and Daria
Tatiievska. Celebrated by V. Rev. Myron Mykhaylyuk.

Palmer, Theodore Kirill baptized and chrismated on June 4, 2023
in St. Michael Church, San Francisco, CA. Child of Kirill Choulga and
Diann Jean Hostetler. Sponsors: Givi Inadze and Helena Choulga.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Georgiy Tyapko.

Prokhorov, Matvii Sergii baptized and chrismated on June 11, 2023 in
St. Michael Church, San Francisco, CA. Child of Sergii Prokhorov and
Iryna Oleksiyovets. Sponsors: Anthony S. Olsen and Olga Zaychykova.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Georgiy Tyapko.

Romanyuk, Olivia baptized and chrismated on July 8, 2023 in Holy
Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of Maksim Romanyuk
and Daryna Romanyuk. Sponsors: lon Danu and Natalia Suprovych.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak.

Ronan, Shawn P. (Michael) baptized and chrismated on July 8, 2023
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in Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Millville, NJ. Child of Shawn P. Ronan
Sr. and Michelle (Blair) Ronan. Sponsors: Christopher Roth and Vera
Roth. Celebrated by V. Rev. Paul Emmick.

Tutkevych, David Michael baptized and chrismated on July 30,
2023 in St. Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH. Child of Vadym
Tutkevych and Victoria Dobronos. Sponsors: Michael Dobronos and
Victoria Dobronos. Celebrated by V. Rev. Michael Hontaruk.

Yarosh, Nicholas baptized and chrismated on June 25, 2023 in Sts.
Peter & Paul Church, Youngstown, OH. Child of and Roberta Yarosh.
Sponsors: Steve Serednesky and Stephania Woloschak Rimedio.
Celebrated by Rev. Mykola Zomchak.

David T. Bouchard and Melissa K. Bouchard in St. Mary’s Parish,
New Britain, CT on May 27, 2023, witnessed by Michael Platosz and
Donna Caruso. Celebrant: V. Rev. Andrii Pokotylo.

Richard Gard and Anna Weber in St. Michael Parish, Pittsburgh,
PA on July 22, 2023, witnessed by Michael Weber and Rory Gard.
Celebrant: Rev. Mark Swindle.

Oleksandr Seleznov and Alvina Kormysh in Holy Ghost Parish,
Coatesville, PA on July 29, 2023, witnessed by Maryana Marusyak.
Celebrant: Rev. Mykola Dilendorf.

RZCC

Cherpak, Elizabeth (Kotyk) of Southington, CT on June 25, 2023 at
the age of 95 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Andrii Pokotylo of St.
Mary’s Parish, New Britain, CT 06051.

Hamer, Matthew J. of Hialeah, FL on August 1, 2023 at the age of
39 years, officiating clergy Rev. Nicholas Dilendorf of Holy Ghost
Parish, Coatesville, PA 19320.

Konopiv, Nicholas of Fridley, MN on July 5, 2023 at the age of
89 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Peter Siwko of St. Michael’s &
George’s Parish, Minneapolis, MN 55413.

Tober, Barbara D. of Coatesville, PA on July 23, 2023 at the age of
86 years, officiating clergy Rev. Nicholas Dilendorf of Holy Ghost
Parish, Coatesville, PA 19320.

Waleski, Arcilla J. of Pittsburgh, PA on April 9, 2023 at the age of
94 years, officiating clergy Rev. John Charest of Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish, Garnegie, PA 15106.

JUNE 21-24
JUNE 25-JULY 1
JuLY 2-15

JuLy 23-27
AUGUST 13-19
AUGUST 20-26
AUGUST 26-30
SEPTEMBER 1-4

L

ST. NICHOLAS PROGRAM
DIOCESAN CHURCH SCHOOL
TEENAGE CONFERENCE
MOMMY/DADDY & ME
SACRED ARTS WEEK [,
CLERGY FAMILY RETREAT )7
ASC FOR ADULTS -
FAMILY FEST
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AUGUST

V. Rev. Vitaliy Pavlykivskiy
V. Rev. Steve Repa

V. Rev. Mykola Fylyk

V. Rev. Petro Siwko

Rev. Andrei Kulyk

V. Rev. Paul Emmick

V. Rev. lvan Lymar

V. Rev. Evhen Kumka

8/4/2002

8/7/1983

8/11/1991
8/17/1987
8/17/1997
8/18/2019
8/25/2001
8/28/1990

MEMORY ETERNAL!

7th 1959 -
24th 1963 -
26th 1965 -
3rd 1968 -
25th 1968 -
5th 1973 -
5th 1974 -
25th 1975 -
1st 1976 -
4th 1979 -
21st 1979 -
13th 1980 -
27th 1980 -
1981 -
22nd 1985 -
3rd 1986 -
28th 1991 -
2nd 2010 -
28th 2011 -
25th 2012 -

BIUHA ITAM’ATD!

AUGUST

PROTOPRIEST PETRO BILON
PROTOPRESBYTER VOLODYMYR BUKATA
PROTOPRIEST OLEXANDER JEWTUSHENKO
PRIEST PETRO WYSZNEWSKYJ
PROTOPRIEST NICHOLAS CHARISHCHAK
PROTOPRIEST PETER STELMACH
PROTOPRIEST HRYHORIJ CHOMYCKYJ
PROTOPRIEST SEMEN IWASZCZENKO
PRIEST JOHN STEPHEN PETRAKANYN
HIEROMONK JUVENALIJ POPIW
PROTOPRIEST PETER MELECH

DEACON MYKOLA CHALY

PRIEST MYKOLA WARENYK

PROTOPRIEST WASYL UMANEC

PRIEST NICHOLAS MALUZYNSKY

PRIEST JOSEPH SIMKO

PRIEST MYCHAJLO MYCHAJLUK
PROTOPRIEST PETER NATISHAN
PROTOPRESBYTER NICHOLAS METULYNSKY
PROTOPRESBYTER PETER HOTROVICH
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Join us for a weekend of faith, fun and relaxation.
Bring your whole family, just a few or just you!
Contact josho@allsaintscamp.org for more
information

Mo _
www.allsaintscamp.org




Would you consider helping Ukrainian

children in the time of War?

Sponsor a hand-made toy and help a
child in Ukraine - $300

Please let us know where to mail your
Ukrainian Rabbit Hero

Make your donation and order via the
website

MaeTe 6a)kaHHA A,0NMOMOrTH
YKPaiHCbKUM AITAM B 4Yac BilHU?

3pobiTb noXxepTey B po3mipi $300 Ta
OTpUMaiTe irpallKy py4yHoi po6oTu -
TUM )Ke A0NOMaK4u AUTUHI B YKpaiHi!

byab nacka, ganurte HaM 3HaTH, Kyam
HaiCcNaTH BaLIOro irpallKoBoro
YKpaiHcbKoro Kposuka

3po6iTb NOXXEepTBY Ta 3aMOBJIEHHA B
pPeXXuMi iHTepHeTty

__, = ‘“*-\\
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VAP
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= MINISTRYA A

The Youth Ministry Certification Course offered by the St.
Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary is a
two-semester program presenting individuals with the
opportunity to strengthen their work in youth ministry through

the following four courses (two per semester):
- Basic Orthodox Theology for Youth Workers

- Youth Ministry: Fundamentals of Approach and Theology Deadline for
- Youth Ministry Practicum

- Contemporary Social Issues and Teenagers enroliment in the

lﬁ]? YOUTH MINISTRY
- CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

is

.’September

2023

- % ‘
For furt 'l#“ formation regarding registration, tuition, or details,
ontact "f [aliegikapeluck Nixon pCcyouth@ao
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UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA

e

AUGUST CELEBRATIONS

Y CEPIMHI CBATKYEMO

YKPATHCBKA NMPABOCAABHA LIEPKBA CLUA

e
2 14
HOLY GLORIOUS PROPHET ELIAS (ELIJAH) PROCESSION OF THE PRECIOUS WOOD OF THE
MPOPOKA 111 LIFE-GIVING CROSS OF THE LORD
CELEBRATION OF THE BAPTISM OF

4 RUS-UKRAINE
HOLY EQUAL-TO-THE-APOSTLES BEGINNING OF THE DORMITION FAST
MARY MAGDALEN BUHECEHHSA XPECTA rOCNOAHLOIO
PIBHOAMOCTOIbHOI MAPIT MATOATMHA MAM'STb XPELLLEHHS PYCU-YKPAIHW
5 MOYATOK YCMEHCBKOIO MOCTY ‘

POCHAIV ICON OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
MOYAIBCbKOI IKOHW BOXXOI MATEPI

6

HOLY MARTYRS AND PASSION-BEARERS
BORYS AND HLIB OF RUS

MYY. B/IBB. KHA3IB BEOPUCA | TJ1IBA

7

THE DORMITION OF THE RIGHTEOUS ANNA,

MOTHER OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS
YCNIHHA MPAB. AHHW, MATEPI MPECBATOI
BOrorPoOAVLI

9
HOLY GREAT-MARTYR AND HEALER
PANTELEIMON

BMY. | LITUTENA MAHTENIEMMOHA

19
THE HOLY TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LOI
GOD, AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

MPEOBPAXKEHHSA TOCIMNOOA BOTA | CLIA
HALLIOIO ICYCA XPUCTA

22
APOSTLE MATTHIAS
ATOCTOJIA MATBISA

28
THE DORMITION OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY THE
THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY

YCIMIHHS NPECBATOI BJIAAVYNLL HALLION
EOroPOAMLL | BCEAIBU MAPII

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA

SEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONS
Y BEPECHI CBATKYEMO

YKPATHCbKA NMPABOCAABHA LIEPKBA CLUA

11

THE BEHEADING OF THE GLORIOUS
PROPHET, FORERUNNER, AND BAPTIST JOHN
YCIKHOBEHHA ITTABU NMPOPOKA, MPEATEYI |
XPECTUTENA rOCNogHbLOIO I0AHA

14
CHURCH NEW YEAR
MNOYATOK IHOUKTY - LEPKOBHE HOBO/JIITTA

18

HOLY PROPHET ZACHARIAS AND RIGHTEOUS
ELIZABETH, PARENTS OF ST. JOHN THE
FORERUNNER

[MPOP. 3AXAPI | TIPAB. EJIN3ABETW, BATHKIB
CB. ICAHA TIPELTENI

19

COMMEMORATION OF THE MIRACLE OF THE
ARCHANGEL MICHAEL AT COLOSSAE
CMOrAg, ANBA APXUCTPATUTA MUXAINA, B
XOHAX (KOJTOCAX)

21

THE NATIVITY OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY THE
THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY
PI30BO MPECBATOI BNAOMYML HALLOI
BEOroPOANMLLI | BCEAIB MAPII

22

HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS ANCESTORS OF GOD
JOACHIM AND ANNA '}
MPABEAHWVX BOIrOOTLLIB IOAKMMA TA AHHIA#

27

THE UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOU' 4

AND LIFE-GIVING CROSS ‘. w W

BO3O0BVM>XEHHA HECHOT O |

30 .. (
MARTYRS SOPHIAAND HER THREE

LOVE (LYUBOV) s . mwn 2
MYYEHWLb BIPV, HALIL IIOBOBIIMATEP [Xig

cooli e | R s
' ‘\\_‘;f 2SN
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YKPAIHCBHKE ITPABOCAABHE CAOBO LIKE US ON
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX WORD FACEBOOK
P.O. Box 495 uocofusa
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880
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CALENDA EVENTS

Get involved Mt li d_ vour Church!

The success of all Church spons€ *

s upon your active participation!

ALL SAINTS CAMP
: June 22-24 St. Nicholas Program
TraHSﬁgur.atlon of our POI‘d June 25-July 1 Diocesan Church School
and Savior Jesus Christ July 2-15 Teenage Conference
July 23-27 Mommy/Daddy & Me

August 13-19 Sacred Arts Week
August 20-26 Clergy Family Retreat
August 26-30 ASC for Adults
September 1-4 ~ Family Fest

August 19

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE
December 1 - 10

Dormition
August 28

Church New Year UOCofUSA

uocofusa.org

September 14

Mailing address: PO Box 495
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

Exaltation of the
Precious and Life-giving Cross

Shipping address: 135 Davidson Ave.

September 27 Somerset, NJ 08873

Tel: (732) 356-0090




