155N 1042881X

UOL BULLETIN

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Dedicated to our-(Obewciied to its Youth

VOL. 67 NO. 5 MAY 2021

50™ Anniversary Repose of Metropolitan John UOL Retreat February 2021
Submitted by His Eminence Metropolitan Antony

On the third of May 1971, the Fim

Primate of our Church of the U.S.
His Beatitude, John, Archbishop g 7
Philadelphia and Metropolitan of tiy+
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Nor
and South America, fell asleep in
Lord. The Funeral Services and Eut
gies on his behalf, withessed unto b
entire world the extreme sorrow wi
which the clergy and faithful accept
his repose. Thousands of his spirit. .
flock along with all the clergy an
faithful of other churches and fait; .
paid homage while he lay in sta,

Faithful of other Orthodox Churchni /
with their hierarchs and clergy co®™ = iy
ducted memorial :
vices, eulogies and farewells formed
undying wreath, which we placed u
his fresh grave out of a deep res

Submitted by Natalie Bilynsky

during COVID

& Social Unrest

(and healing afterwards)

Prior to our retreat on February 27, 2021 we were thrilled that we had eighty
h ] individuals registered for the retreat. Over 60 participants attended the retreat
~Ws fegtwing Fr. Anthony Perkins. Our retreat was truly Pan Orthodox with par-

and love for himio (A

lav) _ _ o ticipants from the UOC of USA, the American CarpaRwssian Orthodox
Metropolitan John during a visit to his Diocese, the Orthodox Church in America and the Greek Orthodox Church.

Metropolitan John (loan TheodorovycHfjathedral of St. Viadimir in Philadelphia e were honored that His Eminence Metropolitan Antony attended the re-

was born in the town of Krupets, in the 1940s treat. Also, His Eminence Metropolitan Gregory of ACROD attended the re-

Ukraine, on 6 October 1887. Krupets, is treat.

a community in the Volyn Region (equivalent to a USA State), where his
ther served as a priest and where others of his ancestry also served the ¢
Here in this community he began his studies and later entered the Semi
Preparatory school in the city of Klevan. Upon graduation here, he enrollec
the Zhytomyr Theological Seminary from which he graduated with high ho
or s. Foll owing graduati on, he con
certificate, which he utilized by teaching for five years in the schools of t
Dubno and Ostroh Districts. It was during this time that he married.

He was ordained a Deacon, in 1914, by the Archbishop Evlohiy of Volyn a (
was ordained a priest on 10 May 1915, by the Bishop of Volodymyr, Th IOV v i JREOT T ol
deaus. This was during the World : 5
denly reposed in August of 1915. Following this tragedy he joined the ar
and served as a priest and with the Red Cross in the southwestern front.

In 1917, he was appointed Chaplain to the Ukrainian Division of the Impe
Army. After the Bolshevik Revolution in October of this year, Father Jo
later joined the Ukrainian freedom movement and became an active par
pant until the end of actual armed contention. During the first liberation strl#= .. r M. .¥ RO

gle in Ukraine, he became the Chaplain of the (Sirodzupanniky) division arI]rﬁj addition to being a Pan Orthodox Retreat, our retreat was international with
then he was assigned Directing Chaplain of the tigimk front, which in- o . ' . i . .
g g b . - ionRarticipants from the United States, Canada and Lithuania. While we typi-

Republic. Along with many of the soldiers of this army, Father John sufferé"(‘?uy l_1ave individuals travel to our r(_etreat in Bethlehem, PA this year we had
typhoid fever in 1917. He nearly died after being shot during a battle, but "VQ@rtlapants from all areas of the United States. The focus of the retreat was a

to see the tragic end to the war, with a Moscow Bolshevik victory ovdr © P 1 ¢ we are all currently facing,
Ukraine. (continued on page 3) Unrest. o

(continued on page 7)

e e
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IMPORTANT CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENT
Following discussions with Chapter Presidents, the UOL National Executive Board has decided the 74th
Annual UOL Convention will be held all virtually this year. The main session will be Saturday, July 24, 2021.
We will also have several “breakout” sessions prior to that date. See back cover for more information.
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Ukrainian Cultural Corner - Egg Art

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!
mted mMissh 1 sMGtej ! Il " Misddzz 1 sME te

Most are familiar with the term 6pYystank@ o Mort Mg yklak&me q thfe & i e W W@
singular and the second for the plural). | would venture to say that most readl Place in 2020 taught us a new way to stay in touch and interact as a na-
ers have some form of a pysanka i n itohnedilr Ghounfecsh ? whletthkirnk t $Q! an! Bc €@t
a picture of one. Though a pysanka actually refers to one type of egg art styidrtual meeting with representatives from several of our UOL Chapters dis-
cussing some of the things they were able to do in the past year, in spite of the
PysankaThe word 6pysankad c 6hallengess Theseqn attgpdance foynd if tg,he a valuable exchange and | was
i an wosatdy % pwhi ch means, askegtosghedule mase of these gegsions,gnd | will happily do so!
exactly what is done. The pysanka artist uses a styli§yr virtual retreats have been successful, as have other educational seminars
called a kistka to write symbols on the egg. The kistkay § § | i ke t o thank Natalie and OI eh
has a funnel shaped tip that releases melted wax ontgohn Charest, and Father Ivan Tchopko for organizing out.étven and
the egg. First, the artist covers the white color of the| enten virtual retreats. Of course, many thanks to our wonderful presenters,
design. Then the lightest dye is used. Then, that colog|so. The video of at least one of these retreats is available at this time on the

design is covered with wax. This continues until the yo| website: www.uolofusa.orgBe sure to check it out!
very last color. Finally, the wax is melted off and the

true beauty of the pysanka is revealed. This beauty i§ ©d | i ke to thank the parishes who
preserved with a varnish coating. day events in February or take up a collection in place of the event. All dona-

tions may not be recorded yet, but it appears we have exceeded $7,000 at this
Drapanka The word 6dr apank a dointdoPangfig St. Andreyvsocigty o

Wy, Ukrainian wor dpat g6sciWat &g yduikso S @nnual UOL Convention was planned for Jui221n the
é‘ﬂ, decorating style, an artist dyes the egg in a darker dyegreater Philadelphia area. The UOL National Executive Board consulted with
N

Submitted by Matushka Laryssa Charest

§ X Then, a sharp object like a knife, needle, or even a nailhe Philadelphia Convention Committee and our Hierarchs in early April and
: L J is used to scratch a design onto the dyed egg. Scratclgame to the decision that a traditionalp@rson Annual Convention is not
\% * ing the dyed egg reveals the original white of the egggoi ng t o happen in 2021. Al t hough
~ ) Drapanky usually feature more pictures than symbols. that we will come up with alternate plans that will both satisfy our constitu-
tional requirements and enable us to join in fellowship!

Krashanka A krashanka refers to an egg that is dyedA” Saints Camp has announced they WILL have encampments this summer!
in one color. The word krashanka comes from theV® Wi sh them well and encourage yol

Ukrainiansywpodobkrato c o/PUpfamly!Sughaheayiifyl place!

usually refer to the hardoiled eggs we place in our My friends, we need to continue to work together to grow the Church in spite

Pascha baskets to be bl essfsetdheonc hPadsicemag.e sT wessered@m@lount er ed
have any other decorations on them. read the results of a Gallup poll that said U.S. Church membership fell below

. 50% for the first time since this statistic was measured in 1937. Be an instru-

ment of Christ! Spread the Good News! Stay active in your parish and chap-

Krapanka Eggs, like the one pictured to the left, are ter, and encourage others who have been away.
called krapanky. This is derived from the Ukrainian _

word for kadt, Adkraopti st ‘%l nlgh& rah% Ikm%ans.yver ed and said t
uses the kistka to make dots all over the egg and iknow that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for He is risen,

various colors. Similar to pysanky making, the wax is &S He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly and tell
melted off to reveal multthoplgred d};ts. Thig technique His disciples that He is Risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before

is more modern and not very popular, though still visuY ©Y4 i nto Galilee; there you will se
ally appealing. Matthew 28:57

Malyovankal n Ukr ai ni an, 6 mal yl%q}wés{’yé means, 6t o
paintd. Thus, malyovanky Karehdsraro i be eggs that have been
painted on. This technique uses acrylic or other such
paints instead of dyes and do e sSt¥kdimirsJeniomsOL Philddelphiapi c -
tured egg shows a specific type of Ukrainian paintin . .
called F?egtrykivka, WI’Fl)iCh orig)i/rEated in the Petg/kivkag Submitted by Natalie Swan
region of Ukraine. Greetings from the Jr. UOL in Philadelphia! With the upcoming Pascha sea-
son, the Juniors will be bringing back traditions that could not be celebrated
last year including their Egg Hunt, Palm Crosses, Pascha Baskets farsshut
Travlenky- Travlenky have rea”y gained popularity in and the annual Loek n . Thi s -iryvm'llabe Beld vid g2oonk and the
recent years. These are etched eggs. The name trav- night will be filled with activities such as Chapter Challenge. The link is open
l enky comes fr om tlhen yk r tialhso faehfreavo jpinjus entApriale, 2021 fror® pm!

which means, oOetchedd. Wagnpe gdyftettfeS et JOMibrs Wilftradel té tReSSerdlifhry at Bound

with preferred symbols. Then the egg is submerged in grook to clean up and plant new flowers around the graves. They will also

an acid bath for a few seconds to etch away the un-  continue to assemble and distribute food bags to those in the community who

waxed sections. Finally, the wax is melted off to revealpeed them. Lastly, keep an eye out for new Jr. UOL masks! The Junior Na-

the patterns. tional Board recently ordered adjustable blue and black masks which will be
for sale in the upcoming weeks. We hope to see you all soon during Liturgy!
God Bless!
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MESSAGE
FROM THE
JUNIOR UOL
PRESIDENT

(Metropolitan John - continued from page 1)

Following the war with the Bolsheviks, Father
John was assigned to a parish in Mitintsi, in the
district of Starokostantiniv. At this time he be-
gan his activities with the Ukrainian Autoceph-
alous Church movement. He was a participant
in the Diocesan meeting in Zhytomyr and the
All-Ukrainian Orthodox Church Congress of
Kiev. He was assigned by this Council to or-
ganize parishes in Volyn and Podillia. This as-

Madeline Zetick
signment was extremely dangerous because of

Bolshevik control. He was placed in a concen-CHRISTISRISENM{ ru v [ & 1 [ & ; _
tration camp and only by a miracle was he! greet you all this wonderful spring season as we celebrate the Resurrection

saved from being shot to death. Upon his re-0f our Lord! I hope everyone had a joyous Pascha! | always look forward to
lease from camp just before the opening of thd@scha, not only because of its theological importance, but because the feas
First All-Ukrainian Church Sobor in Kiev, he of Pascha offers us all a chance to seek truth in our lives and dive deep into

immediately made arrangements to be a particil ow we can | ive out Godds calling f
pant of the Sobor.

Metropolitan John in the 1920s

| would like to remind you all that we are still selling our Jr. UOL masks!
Please see the poster for more information. To order, please email myself at
juniorpres@uolofusa.org

He was particularly active during t
Sobor and became one of three ¢
didates who were elected to beca
Bishops of the Ukrainian Autocep

As Great Lent comes to a close, many junior chapters wrap up their annual

alous, Orthodox Church. He
consecrated Bishop by the Metrop
tan of All-Ukraine, Wasy! Lipkiwsk
and Archbishop Nestor Sharaysky
the 26 October 1921. At this time
became the Bish
Eparchy. This Eparchy consisted
only eighteen Ukrainian parishes.

Lenten project. This year for the Great Lent Giveaway, chapters had the op-
portunity to choose their own project and their own beneficiary. If you would

|l i ke to share pictures of your <chaj
Natalie Hrytsay, so we can share the awesome projects you have all partici-
pated in! Please know that a chapter project is not confined to the Lenten sea-

s ks@n. Small projects such as donation collections for a local food pantry or

homeless shelter are a great way to give back to your own community at any
time of the year!

1923, just two years later, the H
di |l 6ska Eparch
Ukrainian parishes.

With graduations around the corner, please be sure to check the UOL website
for information on the LSSK Scholarship and Father Bukata Award.

I would like to leave you all with a verse | like to look back at during the cele-
bration of Pascha. 1 Peter 1: 3 reac

clergy who were serving in other Or- hope through the resurrection of Je
thodox Churches, Eastern and Roman Catholic jurisdictions decided that @y encourages us to rejoice during the Easter celebration, but reminds us of
Orthodox Ukrainian American population had reached significant enoudhe hope th_at the resurrection brlngs_. The Lepten season prepares our_hearts t
numbers as a distinctive ethnic group and should have its own jurisdictigtscept Christ risen into our lives. This verse is a reminder of the great joy and
There were many spiritual and political concerns, which inspired this decisi#®ve that comes from the Resurrection, and the way it propels our faith jour-
and it immediately prospered in terms of the number of parishes and peoffy throughout the rest of the year, and the rest of our lives.

who joined the movement. Eventually, in 1918, the group sought and re- _ ) _ _

ceived spiritual protection under the omophor of Bishop Germanos (Shehaliiyou have any questions or suggestions regarding the Junior UOL, please do
of the Syrian Orthodox Church. Bishop Germanos provided the necess8Rf hesitate to contact mejahiorpres@uolofusa.org

guidance for the new jurisdiction until the need for it own Bishop became ol§ours In Christ,

vious to all. The jurisdiction requested the appointment of one from the Autbladeline Zetick

cephalous Church. Because of his proven exceptional organizational and-as
ministrative skills, Bishop John was elevated to the rank of Archbishop and
assigned by the AlUkrainian Church Council to Archpastoral duties in the
U.S.A.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church
the USA had its beginnings in 19

Metropolitan John in the 1930s

All Saints Camp - Submitted by Josh Oryhon

It is with great joy and excitement that we announce
L All Saints Camp will open for the 2021 seasdn

Archbishop John arrived in the United States in 1924 and immediately callg
for a Sobor, which would formalize the establishment of the Archdiocese as

the AmericarUkrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. This Sobor electedVith the Blessing of our Hierarchs, the Executive Committee of All Saints
Archbishop John as its first Primate. Bishop Germanos officially relinquish€g@mp has voted to 1@pen for residential camping programs this year. While
his authority over the Church to Archbishop John. Following the Sobor, undélis is truly wonderful news, it means our work to prepare for the summer be-
the guidance of Archbishop John, the life of the Ameridirainian Ortho-  gins in earnest now- and we have a lot to do.

dox Church of the USA truly began to blossom. He established his cathedral o _
and administrative offices in Philadelphia and St. Vladimir Cathedral was Higbviously the pandemic is still a reality, so the safety of campers and staff on
base.

site is paramount. This means All Saints Camp will look and feel a little dif-
ferent this summer, but we truly appreciate your patience and flexibility when
it comes to following our protocols. We will circulate these expectations in the
weeks leading up to your program.
Join the #ASC2021 Team!
We are hiring for a number of positions:

+ All Ages (14+)

+ All Interests (Program, Facilities, Food Service)

+ Paid+Volunteer Opportunities Available
Email josho [at] allsaintscamp [dot] org for more information.

Improving the Foundation, Cementing the FutureWe are ecstatic to an-
nounce we have raised $125,000 for the All Saints Camp Capital Campaign.
We offer sincere gratitude to the individuals, parishes and organizations for
their support!

The projects detailed in the Capital Campaign allow All Saints Camp the op-
portunity to expand operations by hosting private gatherings, weddings, re-
treats, conferences, in addition to the existing roster of summer programming.
In the coming years we want our ministry to become more accessible to the
faithful of the UOC and other organizations.

The first Sobor of our Church in Newark (now Maplewood, NJ). The Ukrainian
American Orthodox Church in the USA was proclaimed.

We will begin scheduling parish visitations as soon as the safety of ASC
staff, volunteers and the host parish can be guaranteedSC representa-
tives will visit your community to promote our ministry and the Capital Cam-
paign.Find out more about the Capital Campaign and make an onéme

or recurring donation at https://www.allsaintscamp.org/50

(continued on page 4)
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(Metropolitan John - continued from page 3)

purchase of All Saints Camp in Emlenton, PA, creation of scholarship programs
the Metropolitan John Scholarship Fund for seminarians and the Lynn Sawchuk

The Archbishop remained in contact with the Church in Ukraine, but, Bharon Kuzbyt scholarship for UOL members who attend college or university,
1927 it was clear that the Communist regime would not stop its persecutio@ publication of an abundance of educational materials and ultimately the crea-
of this Church, having by that year arrested all its Hierarchs and most oftit& of a Junior Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA in 1962 to prepare our
clergy and destroyed most of the Church properties. By 1937 all the Bigbuth for leadership roles in the life of our Church. Without Metropolitan John

ops had been executed and

t her e

Whead@ovyeh noseiofghissvoutdl havd been reflired.r c hds | i fe e:

Unfortunately, the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church had no op-

portunity to plead its case for canonical recognition to world Orthodoxy ahtl 1928 a second group of Ukrainian Orthodox faithful in the USA initiated a
the decisions and actions of its organizing Sobor have remained contromepvement toward Orthodoxy. Because of the questions surrounding the status of
sial to this day. Almost from the moment the 1921 Sobor concluded, #hechbishop John, the group hesitated in affiliating itself with his already estab-
struggle for continued existence was doomed. Archbishop John rejectedligifeed jurisdiction even though it was thriving. The first Sobor of this group met
claim of the Moscow Patriarchate jurisdiction, which replaced the Auto* Allentown, PA in the spring of 1929 and established itself as the Ukrainian

cephalous Church in Ukraine and cut all ties to Ukraine.

The AmericarUkrainian Orthodox Church of the USA was deeply affecte

by these facts, in th
Archbishop John h e,
been consecrated
one of the first thre
bishops of the Aut
cephalous Church §
Ukraine and had n¢
received the cano
cal recognition o
world Orthodoxy. I}
spite of several a
tempts to plead hi
case before the Ec|
menical Patriarchaig
no progress
made on the iss
and in fact, all his
correspondence we
unanswered. T
clergy and faithful o
the American
Ukrainian Orthodo
Church of the USA
however, were u
daunted in their co
viction and thei

commitment to build
their own independ-
ent church, which

[ "

Metropolitan John in the 1940s

Orthodox Church in America. Rev. Dr. Joseph Zuk was elected as administrator
to organize the diocese and at its second Sobor of 1931 in New York City he was
dlected as its first Bishop. Two hierarchs of the Syrian Orthodox Church in the
USA consecrated Bishop Zuk in 1932 at St. Volodymyr Cathedral, on 14th Street
in New York City. Unfortunately, Bishop Joseph lived less than two years fol-
lowing his consecration.

In 1936 the Ecumenical Patriarch accepted the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in
America under his omophorion and in 1937 Bishop Bohdan (Spylka) was conse-
crated as bishop of the diocese. Under his guidance the jurisdiction also began tc
thrive and the number of parishes and faithful grew, almost rivaling the growth of
the AmericarUkrainian Orthodox Church of the USA under Archbishop John.

The two Ukrainian Orthodox jurisdictions -existed in the USA for the next 17
years. They both expanded, with Archbishop John also heading the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in Canada and Bishop Bohdan establishing several parishes
there, as well.

In 1942, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Ukraine wa®aen once again as

part of the Autocephalous Orthodox Church of Poland headed by Metropolitan
Dionisij (Valedynskyj) during a brief relaxation of religious persecution by the
German occupation of Ukraine. One of the bishops consecrated for the resur-
rected church in 1942 in Kyiv was Bishop Mstyslav (Skrypnyk), who eventually
came to Canada to lead the Ukrainian Orthodox Church there, taking over from
Archbishop John. Bishop Mstyslav left Canada within a few years and came to
the United States to join the jurisdiction of Bishop Bohdan, with the approval of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. He had a great desire to unite the two existing juris-
dictions in the USA. Bishop Mstyslav, who was a validly consecrated bishop,
persuaded Archbishop John to submit to a new consecration in order to resolve all
canonical questions about his Episcopal status and as prerequisite of unification
of the two churches. In 1949 Archbishop John agreed and was consecrated by
Bishop Mstyslav and Metropolitan Christopher, Exarch to the USA of the Alex-

continued to grow and develop spiritually and materially. With the Archd@ndrian Patriarchate.

ocesan center located in Philadelphia, a seminary was established an~'

clergy needed to serve the spiritual needs of the faithful were educated - 1 : - e 2
assigned all of them working miracles in the establishment and buildi 4 ‘ : i 3

of new parishes all over the <co g »r . of
could be for the Ukrainian Orthodox faithful had become a blessed realit ' o o i
Archbishop John completely immersed himself in the life of our Chu ) :
and in American societyHe became completely fluent in the English la
guage comprehending that his faithful, who had immigrated to the U
beginning in 1880 and between World Wars | and Il, had greatly assit
lated into their new societyThese were Ukrainians who never knew &
independent Ukraine or a Ukraine as a political entity to itsEtfey came
from the regions of Ukraine that were occupied continually by neighbor
nations like the Austrélungarian Empire, Poland and othefbe Metro-
politan gave them an identity upon which to build their church and he
capable of doing so in a language spoken by ld#. was very articulate in 2
English and expressed his deepest theological and pastoral concerns w?
ease in that languagéle was keenly aware of the need to engage the yo ‘
of the Church. 8] =

-

'y

In 1947, with the leadership of Fr. Volodymyr Bukata and Fr. Stephen Hal- _ _ _ _
lick-Holutiak, he formed the Ukrainian Orthodox League, the first of odifétropolitan John and Archbishop Hennady in Chicago Cathedral 1959
Church Central OrganizationsThe organization has functioned for 74 L , .

years and has been the instigator of many historical developments in theﬁ]f&%o’ both jurisdictions he'l_d separate Sobors In New York City at St Volo-
of the Churchi the creation of our own Seminary of St. Sophia, the ymyr _Cathedral on 14th Stréebne in the_ Church itself anq one in the Church_

/ — R auditorium. Then on 13 October a combined Sobor of unification took place in

the Church where all the parishes of the Amerd&rainian Orthodox Church of

the USA under Archbishop John and the majority of the parishes of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in America united by signing an Act of Unification. Unfortu-
nately, some clergy and parishes under Bishop Bohdan were not convinced and
persuaded him to reject the union. Bishop Mstyslav did, however, join with the
majority of Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America parishes and Archbishop
John was recognized as presiding prelate with his Cathedral in St. Vladimir Par-
ish, Philadelphia, PA; Mstyslav as President of the Consistory and Archbishop of
New York; and Archbishop Hennady leading the Chicago Eparchy of the now
greatly expanded and renamed Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. The Act
of Unification was proclaimed during Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Protec-
tion of the Mother of God Pokrovai 14 Octobeii in St. Volodymyr Cathedral

by newly elevated Metropolitan John, Archbishop Mstyslav and Archbishop Hen-
nadij with the following words:

The Third Sobor of the UOC of USA St. Volodymyr Cathedral
Chicago 1959

(continued on page 6)




PAGE 5 UOL BULLETIN MAY 2021

Sts. Peter and Paul Carnegie, PA  Pysanky Sale 53
Submitted by Chris Mills

Wedre Back! were the common wbAnds
nual Ukrainian Easter Egg Sal e on
that it should have been our5dale mind you, no thanks to a PANDEMIC
that shut us down last year and almost ruined not only our UOL Chapter,
broke the hearts of members and the community. Slowly in November
began to plan and ask if we thought a sale would be possible. We did
Ukrainian Festival in September, so we felt fearless, but our beloved Pysa
Sale was a fiwhole other ball gamebo

The advertising was started but w

The line of friends waiting for our Ukrainian Easter Egg Sale was back! They
waited in the pouring rain too! The sale would not be like it was in the past.
Everyone was patient and helped each other work through new processes anc
systems.

They were glad to be able to come b
are so glad you had it
this year! o,
so disappointed last

saled as things were constantly ¢
made from when we were in ACORNT
speak Pittsburgheseé) that helped
was feet to the floor we are going forward! As with our Ukrainian Festiv
our number of workers were small, but they had increased with some gene
helpers and sup-
port!

r flow of people

4 throughout the day.
The items were not all
sold, but we are still
selling. Out of the box
W thinking happened and
J the sale was a success!

A flurry of activ-

ity all happened
in March once
we knew the sale
was a go. The
" perogies  were
made as well as
stuffed cabbage
and paskas. Bas-
kets for our fa-
mous basket raf-
fle were prepared
as well as the
= baked goods. Do
::«.: ; not leave out the
Iadles who got
)itogether and
made their nut
rolls to sell.

We have all different
levels of warriors who
helped pull this sale
off, and our General
Chair of the Ukrainian
Easter Egg Sale, Mi-
chael Kapeluck, to
make things run
smoothly.

The theme of the sale was fiWedre Ba
It was not easy and there is still much to do and a long way to go. The
Church, the Chapter, the Community are slowly getting back to a new normal.
It is nice to know that after 53 years our parish UOL event has had an everlast-
ing impact on the community.

The people of the
community come
to the Ukrainian
Easter Egg Sale
every year, not
just for the Py-
sanky and gifts,

but for their Easter foods and items as w¢g

Setting up the sale was different this
with a smaller number of helpers. O
1,200 Pysanky and 300 specialty eggs h
be set up and priced.

The day was finally here, and our small b
of UOL workers and friends were ready
waiting on the 28 of March. Would the
come? The weather outlook was not g
and there would not be an outdoor ea
area now. We waited and after church t
were there.
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(Metropolitan John - continued from page 4) way for the coming of our Lord. Never before nor since has a sermon been so
AiFrom today our Churches, t he A me successful in tblkichiagi me iatahe depth bf myg gloahd | iClude Mmy own o f
United States of America and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America aermons here. | truly believe that this was the beginning of the comprehen-
united and form One, Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the United Statesi on of my fcall 06 to the holy pries
of America, which from this day forward will live and act as a Metropolia un-
der one spiritual leadership and be governed by one constitution, which we latvas in the presence of Metropolitan John numerous times during the next
the same time collegially ratify aelenyars @ particular each year at UOL conventions, where he remem-

bered me by name each time, but that first encounter would have been enougt

We can only imagine the immense joy felt by the participants of this joirto sustain my path to seminary. Finally, in 1966, | was enrolled at St. Andrew
Sobor at hearing these words and what they envisioned to come in the life@dllege/Seminary in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. This first year was one of
their Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church. It was a joy that resounded throughotihe most difficult of my life. It was a whole new world, which was conducted
the world and over the next two decades, many more parishes joined thaly in Ukrainian and | thought | would never make it through in spite of the
united Church and still more were founded by recently arrived immigrantsct that some very good classmates spent hours translating class notes fol
from the Displaced Persons camps in Germdfyen though he had decided me. Coupled with extremely difficult changes in my family life back at home
to remain outside the newly united Church, Bishop Bohdan did attend the umird the attitude of the seminary administration to the theology students, | had
fication Liturgy to witness the event. pretty much decided that | would not return for a second year.

Metropolitan John during UOL Convention in
Sts. Peter and Paul Youngstown, Ohio 1957

Then came the parish feast day at Holy Trinity Parish in neighboring New
Metropolitan John serves Divine Liturgy at Sts. Peter and Paul Church con- Castle, PA. The Metropolitan served that day and | was just as mesmerized as
cluding the 1957 UOL Convention in Youngstown always. | was invited as a seminarianto join the priests in the parish resi-
dence for lunch and an afternoon of good company. | do not know what gave
Work began in earnest on the next day with the Metropolitan Council, headege away, but the Metropolitan called me aside and asked why | seemed sad.
by Metropolitan John and the Consistory, headed by Archbishop Mstyslageeing my reaction, he led me into a bedroom and sat down in a chair and |
working diligently to bring more and more of the Ukrainian Orthodox faithfulon the bed. With a sense of compassion and love he pulled out of me all that
in the USA into the Church. The Metropolitan Council met frequently in thosevas heavy on my heart and soul and with each issue described how | am be-
first months to make the decisions necessary for building a solid base for gfig tested by God and/or tempted by Satan. Finally, he profoundly brought

ganized |ife in the Church. Un d el thisMayétheroirp eodedcriptiom of theoliles 6f she deskmfathets eidingduri
spiritual guidance, the number of parishes joining and being establishedo nver sati on by saying: AYou wil/l r
throughout the nation grew rapidly. In 1950 the process was initiated topls-e r , correct ?0 And my i mMed!| at eWhaes

chase the beautiful Hendrick Fischer property in South Bound Brookhot realize at the time was that two hours had gone by. This tower of a man,

Somerset, NJ. Of course, this became the impressive Metropolia Center théh ten priests waiting to spend time with him, never once gave the impres-

we know today with St. Andrew Memorial Churchthe first monument to the  sion that anything else in his life mattered during those 120 minutes. He was

millions who perished in the genocidal Holodomor in the world, St. Andrewnine and | have never appreciated another human being in my life more than

Cemetery, the Ukrainian Orthodox and Seminary Library (which is nameddid him at that moment.

after Metropolitan John), St. Sophia Seminary, the Consistory Administration

building, the Ukrainian Cultural Center and the Ukrainian History and Educa-deliberately do not share the details of our conversation because it is not

tion Center. These all continue to flourish to this day. necessary. Suffice it to say that it was a conversation that has sustained me
for the next 54 yearis the first five of them in seminary and the University of

It was a great tragedy that struck the life of our Church in that May of 197fanitoba, followed by the coming later this year of th& 4@niversary of

with the repose of His Beatitude Metropolitan John Theodorovich, our primgwy priestly service. | know that many others have had similar experiences

hierarch from 1924 through 197147 years of love and closeness to the chil-with this man who gave his life to God from childhood back in Volyn. May

dren of the churchWhen he visited our parishes the children flocked to himh i s me mory be eternal in Godo6s Heay

because of his obvious love for them and he told them all to call himt er nal happiness as he awaits, alo

iGrandpa, 0 which many (Tlee Metlopoktan doa-y tht Graaddny Final éuognenp. e r .

tinually strived to maintain the unity of the Church when faced with discord

between the various waves of immigration that made up the laity and clergy of

the Church.He strove to be a pastoral bishop to his flock, a capable adminis-

trator and a true academic, theologian, philosopher and teadbeavas a pro-

lific writer and served as a true pastoral example to his clergy throughout the

Church. The Metropolitan did not permit the unending questions about his

episcopal consecration to deter him from his true and devoted service to our

Lord. He simply trusted that God would be the Judge about whether or not he

was 0 c a nfbenMettopolitandvas laid to rest in St. Andrew Cemetery

just behind the Memarial Church at the Metropolia Center.

As |, the fourth Metropolitan of our Holy Church, prepare this article, my

mind, heart and soul are filled with much gratitude to His Beatitude, Metro-

politan John. | was born six months before the official organization of the

Ukrainian Orthodox League in 1947! My first experience of my beloved Met-

ropolitan was at the age of eight sitting in a pew at St. John the Baptist Parish

in Sharon, PA in 1955. | was moved to the core of my being looking up to the

amvon when this rather small man appeared to me to be God, Himself. He

had a manner of speaking, regardless of the language he used, that was com-

forting i even to an eighyearold. | was drawn to him and wanted to be

close to him and to touch him because he was, indeed, the definition

for me. He spoke of St. John the Baptist living in the wilderness preparing the Metropolitan John at UOL Convention Banquet Youngstown 1957




