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On the 24th of July, the Ukrainian Orthodox League held its 74th annual Con-
vention, hosted by St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Philadelph-
ia, PA.  The thing that set this convention apart was the way it stood, Lord 
willing, on the threshold between the worst of the COVID-time and what 
comes next.  All of the addresses and conversations recognized the challenges 
of the coming years, but framed them as opportunities for evangelization, the 
very thing that the UOL – dedicated to the Church, devoted to its youth – was 
made for.  With the energy, devotion, and clarity of vision evident at this con-
vention, there is every reason to expect success in this time of opportunity. 
 
The Convention began with a Moleban at St. Vladimir’s, served by the long-
time Senior UOL Spiritual Advisor, Very Rev. Fr. Taras Naumenko.  After-
wards, Karen Ferraro, the President of the Executive Board of the UOL called 
the meeting to order and we offered a moment of silence and prayed for the 
blessed repose of all the UOL members and clergy who reposed in the past 
year.  She then set the agenda: it is time for us to take action and lay the 
groundwork for the future of the Church.  She noted that we are called to be 
beacons of the light of Christ – it is time for us to step up to that cause. 
 
In his opening remarks, His Eminence, Metropolitan Antony shared the wis-
dom his 49 years of priestly ministry have given him.  As always, he encour-
aged us to live in Christ, applying the lessons of the saints, to include Saints 
Olha and Volodymyr, the enlighteners of Rus’-Ukraine, as we share His 
love.  He reminded us that Christ wants “mercy more than sacrifice” and 
asked us whether we demand more of people than Christ Himself does.  Later 
he remarked on our great need for connection and lamented the way our fami-
lies, parishes, dioceses, and faithful have drifted apart.   
 
He challenged the UOL to re-energize a culture that naturally treasures com-
munity and not rest on our laurels.  After commending us all for our work and 
service, he finished by paraphrasing the words of Christ (Matthew 25:23); 
“‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I 
will set you over more. Enter into the joy of your master.” 
 
 
  

His Eminence Archbishop Daniel began his remarks by noting the great toll 
that COVID-19 has had throughout the world.  Nor have Christian leaders 
been immune; “bishops, pastors, evangelists, and other church leaders have  
succumbed, as well as their flocks… ministries throughout the world that have 
lost their leaders and members are on the verge of collapse.”  He noted that 
analysts use the analytic framework of VUCA, “Volatility, Uncertainty, Com-
plexity, and Ambiguity” as a way to help us understand the depth of our crisis, 
but added that that in Christ there is always hope; “God is in control and His 
purposes for His people and for the world WILL be fulfilled.”  He reworked 
VUCA to describe the Christian response to crisis: “Vision, Understanding, 
Courage, and Action.”  He developed this theme as follows; 
 
Understanding. We need to understand the times. Yes, we need science to 
give to us rational explanations of what is happening, but also we desperately 
need – US – His creation, the men and women of God who will make plain 
the vision, set it in our context, enabling us to understand what is happening 
and our part in it. 
 
Courage. We need courage not to retreat, not to sink under heavy burdens, not 
to see only opposition and obstacles in our path. Habakkuk was surrounded by 
catastrophe but feared only the Lord (Habakkuk 3:2). We need courage to go 
forward when all seems hopeless, to go forward with compassion and a heart 
of love to bring comfort to the afflicted. St. Paul wrote to us and encouraged 
not to constrain the love of Christ, which compels us to move on. 
 
Action. All this must lead to action. Action requires resolve. It means taking 
the initiative, breaking out of our apathy, deciding what is to be done and do-
ing it. It means seeking God’s will and guidance and then acting according to 
His calling. 
 
He finished by calling us to faith in God and His victory, noting that “the earth 
will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea” (Habakkuk 2:24) and encouraging us “to embrace Christian VUCA  
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Karen Ferraro 

In Ukraine, September 21st marks the Day of the Inventor and Innovator. This 
is a day we can celebrate here in the United States because there are some re-
ally great inventions created by fellow Ukrainians.  
 
Does the name Igor Sikorsky sound 
familiar? Well, you may be more fa-
miliar with his invention: the helicop-
ter. Sikorsky patented a design for a 
flying machine with two propellers. 
Other people had similar designs for 
helicopters but Sikorsky’s was the 
first successful archetype. After a few 
successful test runs, he received his first order from the American Army. It’s 
neat to think that a Ukrainian influenced how US Presidents have been travel-
ing for close to a century. 
 
Let’s try another name. How about Sergei Korolev?? Does that name sound 
familiar? Sergei Korolev was an aeronautical engineer by trade and is credited 
with orchestrating the first human spaceflight. Korolev studied at the Kiev 
Polytechnic Institute and was recruited to develop the Soviet Intercontinental 
ballistic missile program. Some even say, his unexpected death in 1966 cost 
the Soviets the chance to be the first to land on the moon.  
 
Now let’s turn to the world of computers. Have you ever had your grammati-
cal mistakes corrected on the internet? Well, you can thank Alex Shevchenko 
and Max Lytvyn. These two men studied at the International Christian Univer-
sity in Ukraine. This university was one of the first Ukrainian educational in-
stitutions to teach solely in English. Shevchenko and Lytvyn realized how dif-
ficult it was to write intelligibly in English. After starting their first entrepre-
neurial project, MyDropBox, they gained popularity, sold the program and 
started Grammarly. Their target audience of students and language learners 
quickly increased to professionals in many fields. It didn’t take long for this 
endeavor to influence the future of online communication. 
 
In another area of communication, Vitaliy Potapchuk helped deaf individuals 
communicate through an app called BeWarned. Potapchuk, who is deaf him-
self, created this start-up to help individuals who are hard of hearing make 
emergency calls, detect dangerous sounds, and communicate better with the 
hearing world.  
   
Don’t think this is it. We can’t forget about the Ukraini-
ans that invented the prototype for the CD, snapchat fil-
ters, virtual reality gloves, the Cholera vaccine, x-rays, 
commercial beekeeping, or the postal code. With all the 
wonderful inventions accredited to Ukrainians we can’t 
help but think what’s next…or who. Could it be you? 
 

 
 

 
Praying our Way Together  

Sponsored by UOL Education Commission 
 

Looking for something to heighten your  
spiritual journey to prepare for the Nativity. 
 
Planning a group prayer for Advent. 
 
If you would like to journey with us, please 
email your name, phone number, parish 
name, and parish address to Oleh Bilynsky at 
nsufler@aol.com  and more information will 
be sent to you.  
 
Please sign up by  November 20, 2021 

 

Ukrainian Cultural Corner  

Submitted by Matushka Laryssa Charest 

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Слава Ісусу Христу! 
 
What a wonderful convention we had on July 24th!  Although we could not be 
together in person, the focus discussions during convention had excellent par-
ticipation and yielded some great ideas.  We were also blessed to have both 
His Eminence Metropolitan Antony and His Eminence Archbishop Daniel ad-
dress the convention and offer their ideas.  
I’m honored to have been once again re-elected as President of the Senior Na-
tional Executive Board of the Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA and 
continue serving the Church!  I’m hoping this third and final year (per our con-
stitution) will see us having more and more in-person events as we evolve into 
the UOL of the future. 
 
At the August 5th Post-Convention meeting of the old and new National Exec-
utive Boards: 

A motion was carried to donate $1,700 to All Saints Camp.  Mentioned at 
our convention, these are funds that were donated to ASC in lieu of 
our normal convention “late fees” plus other generous donations by 
our membership.  

Three post-convention “breakout” sessions were selected: 
Chapter “Light”:  A concept to allow our smaller parishes to es-

sentially have a UOL chapter but with less requirements 
Youth under 18 and Young Adults 
Growing UOL membership 

A National Executive Board “breakout” session was also established.  This 
session will address producing periodic UOL YouTube videos, spiritu-
al projects, outreach to the needy, presenting our Ukrainian-American 
culture, and more.  We welcome YOUR ideas for this meeting!  Email 
me at president@uolofusa.org with your suggestions. 

 
Congratulations to all of the new officers of the Ukrainian Orthodox League of 
the USA and thank you to last year’s board members.  I’d like to recognize 
those who served last year and are not continuing on the board this year, 
namely:  Daria Pishko Komichak, who served on the board for many years 
including her most recent role as Treasurer.  Daria kept pristine books for the 
UOL, which ensured a successful transition to our new Treasurer. She was 
also a major contributor in other areas, such as Membership. John Holowko 
has ended his run as Junior UOL Advisor. We thank John for his prior and 
continued dedication to the youth of the UOC of USA!  Heartfelt thanks to the 
entire old and new UOL National Executive Board!  You are all “movers and 
shakers” and our Church is so fortunate to have you give of your many talents! 
 
The following Sr. UOL Commission and Committee appointments were made 
for 2021-2022:                        Commissions: 
Christian Caregiving & Missions Anna Anderson   
Education    Oleh Bilynsky   
Public Relations   Chris Mills   
Vocations & Clergy Support  Joe Goodge   
Youth     PM Laryssa Charest   
Ways & Means    Teresa Linck   

Committees 
75th Annual Convention (2022)  Tracey Sally (Carnegie) 
All Saints Camp Committee Delegate Karen Ferraro 
Annual Fund Drive   open – to be appointed by Ways &  
                                                                  Means chair  
Archives                open (local NEB Officers to support) 
Awards     Joe Goodge 
Chapter Development   John Stasko  
Constitution/Handbook   Chris Mills 
Cultural    PM Laryssa Charest 
Educational Seminars   Oleh Bilynsky (via Education) 
Essay Contest    Teresa Linck 
LSSK     Anna Anderson 
Retreats    Natalie & Oleh Bilynsky 
ABC Books    Teresa Linck 
UOL Bulletin Editor   Natalie Bilynsky 
UOL Tribute Fund   Natalie Bilynsky 
Junior Advisor    Andrea Swan 
 

(continued on page 4) 
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(continued on page 4) 

in your chapters, 
parish communities 
– but most im-
portantly in your 
life and your per-
sonal encounter 
with Christ the 
Savior!”  
 
Later, Oleh Bilyn-
sky moderated a 
discussion on how 
to rejuvenate UOL 
chapter life so that 
we can better serve 
the needs of the 
Church and its 
youth.  One of the 

most interesting ideas was reducing the organizational and managerial load of 
running a chapter by allowing parishes to have a chapter without the full roster 
of positions, perhaps with a coordinator who would serve as liaison with the 
rest of the UOL and main facilitator of local activities.  A similar idea was to 
allow proximal parishes to have a shared chapter.  This would also satisfy the 
noted need of reversing our growing parochialism.  Fr. John and Matushka 
Larissa Charest both noted the need for outreach and education for young (and 
not-so-young) adults.  Fr. John pointed out that short videos are popular and 
may be a good way to reach and further evangelize our youth and young 
adults.  Another awesome idea was to bring back bowling leagues and their 
modern equivalents as a way to build community and inter-chapter fellow-
ship.  
 
When asked what the UOL had to offer mission parishes, Fr. Anthony Perkins 
developed a theme that Vladyka Daniel had started: many people have had a 
taste of Ukrainian Orthodoxy, but want so much more.  We can’t have Ortho-
doxy without culture, and converts want more of that context.  In part because 
it is largely a lay organization, the UOL is ideally suited to share the treasures 
of Ukrainian-American Orthodoxy with our missions.  Not only will they love 
it (who doesn’t love perohi and pysanki?!), it will become as dear to them and 
will help provide the cultural and community support our missions crave.  He 
encouraged the UOL to keep sharing this culture, especially through its na-
tional conventions and by sending teams to our missions.  The idea there 
would be less to encourage the formation of new chapters than to witness their 

love of Ukrainian Orthodoxy and to welcome all of us into it as family. 
 
Next, Rachel Harendza,  Jr. UOL National Executive Board member, shared 
ideas and best practices for getting our youth involved.  These included using 
social media to invite people to (face to face!) activities like lock-ins, provid-
ing meals to the homeless, clothing, food, and toy drives for those in need, 
Angel trees, Secret Santa, picnics, candle making, and escape rooms.  It is al-
ways such a joy (and relief) to see just how capable and in-Christ our next 
generation of leaders are! 

 
 

(Convention  - continued from page 1) 

Слава Ісусу Христу! Glory to Jesus 
Christ! 
 
This year was indeed very different. The Jr. National Board worked extremely 
hard in order for us to host our Convention at All Saints Camp. On July 12th, 
we held our annual Convention meeting and also worked on our Committee 
reports. I would like to give a  big thanks to Mr. Josh Oryhon and Ms. Natalie 
Kapeluck for allowing us to have a one day Convention at camp.  Even 
though it was much different from past years, it was just as successful. The 
entire board along with all of our members and campers worked hard to com-
plete all of our tasks in the span of 1 day. Lots of great ideas were brought to 
the table and we got to hear many different perspectives from all those who 
attended.  
 
Due to our restrictions, the Junior National Board had to meet online for all of 
our meetings. Although it made our lives a lot harder, it taught us a lot. Per-
sonally, I learned that we have to make do with whatever we can. My board 
members and I had to adapt to this new way of communication, but it did not 
stop us from getting our work done. We made it a priority to keep in contact 
with each other. The success this year would not have been possible without 
the dedication of my fellow board members and advisors. Maddie Zetick, our 
president this year, worked harder than anyone I have ever seen. She made 
sure to keep everyone in check and had us all working diligently. Our advi-
sors, Father John Charest and Mr. John Holowko, made sure we were all get-
ting our work done and always took time out of their personal lives to give us 
advice and help us out when needed. Finally, I would like to give a big thank 
you to Hrystyna, Kateryna and Rachel. These girls were a great addition to 
the board and truly lightened us all up. They made sure to get all the work 
done and we all worked as a team to make it a terrific year. I truly believe that 
this year would not have been possible without them.  
 
This year, we welcome a new Junior Advisor and new members to the board. 
Mrs. Andrea Swan from Philadelphia, PA will be the new advisor. As a fel-
low member of the Philadelphia chapter, I know she will put in her best effort 
and will always be there to support us and help us make it a great year. Our 
new board members are Natalie Swan, Mia Zetick and Stephen Sheptak. 
We’ve all been going to ASC together for years and I am excited to welcome 
these driven souls to the board. These new members will bring a new view to 
us. They will help us get new ideas out to the chapters and potentially bring 
new members to the Jr. UOL as well. While the pandemic does take a toll on 
us, we will work through any challenges that come our way. 
 
2021-22 Jr. UOL Board: 
 
President: Natalie Hrytsay, Philadelphia PA 

Vice President: Rachel Harendza, Scranton PA 

Secretary: Mia Zetick, Philadelphia PA 

Financial Secretary: Stephan Sheptak, Pittsburgh PA 

Treasurer: Natalie Swan, Philadelphia PA 

 
Every year we work to keep our chapters and children involved, especially 
this year. Due to COVID, we lost a lot of members, because they were unable 
to leave their homes or they were worried for their safety. This 2021-22 year, 
we will all work to grow our chapters. It is crucial for us to stay involved and 
communicate with each other. Please feel free to reach out to me or any of our 
current members on the board for questions about growing your chapter. All 
of our information is listed on the uolofusa.com website.  
 
This year  we celebrated 60 years of the Jr. UOL. This was a momentous cele-
bration for us. We celebrated at camp during our one day Convention and we 
even had cupcakes made for all who attended. This is a great time for us to 
reflect on the past 60 years. We look back at all the past conventions and re-
member all of the amazing times we had. Now, we need to look to the future. 
We need to work hard now, so that when we look back in 40 years for the 
100th year Anniversary, we will see all of our accomplishments and how hard 
all of our past and present board members worked.  
 
Please remember to communicate with your liaisons and your chapter mem-
bers. And don’t forget to check your emails regularly. The members of the Jr. 
UOL constantly reach out to advisors and priests to make sure everything is 
going smoothly. Remember to send in your membership dues and election 
forms. All forms are on the UOL website.  Finally, if you have any questions 
or concerns, email me at juniorpres@uolofusa.org. I will get back to you as 
soon as I can.  
 
Thank you for this amazing honor of being the Junior National President and I 
can’t wait to make 2021-22 another amazing year.  
 
In Christ,  
Natalie Hrytsay 
 
 

Natalie Hrytsay  

mailto:juniorpres@uolofusa.org
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Very Rev. Protopresbyter Stephen Hallick-Holutiak  
Senior UOL Recognition Award 

Presented to Subdeacon James Cummings 
Submitted by Joe Goodge 

 

The Very Reverend Protopresbyter Stephen Hallick-Holutiak Senior Recognition 
award is given to a UOL member who demonstrates outstanding contributions to 
the League.  At our 74th Annual Convention in July, this award was given to Sub-
deacon James Cummings.   
 
James and his family are not from a Ukrainian nor an Orthodox Christian back-
ground.  Having faithfully served in the armed forces and overcoming many cul-
tural and personal obstacles, James was drawn to the Orthodox Church and faith.  
He and his family were warmly welcomed into St. John the Baptist UOC in Sha-
ron, Pa. where his faith continued to be nurtured.   
 

To further ex-
plore and grow 
in his faith, he 
enrolled and has 
completed the 
diaconate course 
at St. Sophia 
UOC Seminary, 
graduating first 
in his class.   
 
James has 
served at the 
altar under sev-
eral parish 
priests, assisting 
them in all as-
pects of the Or-
thodox faith.  
He works with 
the altar boys 
and serves as a 
reader.  He 

maintains the sanctuary, 
church, and social hall as 
custodian.  Additionally, 
he volunteered to restore 
the altar and side tables by 
painting and gilding the 
ornaments.  He keeps the 
brass cleaned and pol-
ished, changes the season-
al altar vestments and cov-
erings, and helps set up 
the church for festive ser-
vices.   
 
James is currently the 
president of the Senior 
UOL chapter at St. John 
and also actively serves on 
the church board.   
 
May God continue to 
bless and guide him as he 
continues his studies at the 
seminary and works for 
the church and UOL.   
 
Congratulations!! 
 
 

(Convention -  continued from page 3) 
 

After the new leadership boards were elected and approved, they dedicated 
themselves to Christ and virtuous service through their roles.  We then 
prayed and sang that they would serve the Church for many blessed years! 

 
The 2021-2022 Jr. UOL National Executive Board is: 

Spiritual Advisor: Fr. John Charest 
President: Natalie Hrytsay  

Vice-President: Rachel Harendza 
Treasurer: Natalie Swann 

Secretary: Mia Zetick 
Financial Secretary: Stephen Sheptak 

   
The 2021-2022 Sr UOL National Executive Board is: 

Spiritual Advisor: His Eminence Archbishop Daniel 
President: Karen Ferraro, Philadelphia, PA 

1st VP: Anna Anderson Youngstown, OH 
2nd VP:  Oleh Bilynsky, Philadelphia, PA 

Corresponding Secretary: Pani-matka Laryssa Charest, Carnegie PA 
Recording Secretary:  Teresa Link, New Britain, CT 
Financial Secretary:  Joe Goodge, Youngstown, OH 

Treasurer:  John Stasko, Carnegie, PA 
Auditor:  Alex Shevchuk, Maplewood, NJ 

UOL Bulletin Editor: Natalie Bilynsky, Philadelphia, PA 
PR Commission: Chris Mills, Carnegie, PA. 

 
Awards and Scholarships were also announced.  (Articles about each award 
winner will be published in the UOL Bulletin) 
 
The Very Reverend Protopresbyter Stephen Hallick-Holutiak Senior 
Recognition Award:  Subdeacon James Cummings 
Chapter of the Year: Sts. Peter & Paul Sr. UOL Chapter, Carnegie PA 
The Metro J. Baran Award:  Fr. John Charest 
LSSK: Madeline Zetick 
 
Metropolitan John Scholarship: Deacon John (Robert) Cummings 

Subdeacon James R. Cummings 
Subdeacon Volodymyr Pichkurov 
Deacon Myroslav Mykytyuk 
Subdeacon Yaroslav Bilohan 
Subdeacon Pavlo Vysotskyi 
Reader Andrii Vatrych 
Reader Maksym Zhuravchyk 
Seminarian Andrii Akulenko 
Seminarian Mykola Stefanyck 

  
The meeting finished with a preview of what we can look forward to (aside 
from meeting in person, Lord willing!) at the 75th Annual Convention in 
Carnegie, PA from 27 – 31 July, 2022.     
 
Until next year, in Carnegie, PA! 

 

(President—Continued from  page 2) 
 

Sr. Spiritual Advisor (app. by Metropolitan Antony) His Eminence Archbishop 
Daniel. 
 
I send greetings on behalf of the new senior officers to the newly elected  
National Executive Board of our Junior UOL, in the capable hands of President 
Natalie Hrytsay, Spiritual Advisor Fr. John Charest, and Junior Advisor Andi 
Swan!  
 
Look for positive changes coming as a result of our convention and breakout ses-
sions on our UOL Facebook page and our UOL Website uolofusa.org!  We’ll be 
talking soon! 
 
I’m excited that our new UOL year is underway, as is planning for our 2022 UOL 
Convention in Carnegie themed “In the beginning…”.  See you there in July 
2022!   
 
 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new.”  2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
In Christ, 
Karen Ferraro 
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St. Vladimir Junior UOL Philadelphia, PA 
Submitted by Natalie Swan 

 
Hello all! The Junior UOL members were very busy in the spring with multi-
ple activities in preparation for Pascha. During Lent, the St. Vladimir Juniors 
sponsored a new project.  This year they collected pull tabs from cans which 
were donated to the Ronald McDonald house and recycled in exchange for 
money to help support the families living there.  

 
On Palm Sunday, the Juniors 
brought back another fundraiser.  
The Juniors made Palm Crosses 
which were pinned on every 
member of the church.  
 
Also, on Palm Sunday, the Jun-
iors hosted an Easter egg hunt for 
the parish youth.   It was fun for 
the children in our parish to look 
for hidden Easter eggs in our par-
ish yard. 
 

 
Lastly, Easter baskets were assembled and distributed to the shut-ins from our 
parish as a way of showing them that they are in our thoughts and prayers dur-
ing this time of the year. 

2021 Essay Contest Winners 

  

Congratulations to all of our UOL Essay Contest Winners! 

 

Pre-K and Kindergarten  

First Place Sabrina Bhandari, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY 

Second Place John Baptist N. Del Corral, St. Anthony of the Desert 

 Mission, Las Cruse, NM 

Third Place Addison Visa Ratlift, Sts. Peter and Paul,  

Youngstown, OH 

Honorable Mention  

Dasha Demchuk Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 

Sophia Romanskyy Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 

Theodore Kmit Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 

Milana Kachala Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 

Sofia Horodyska Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 

Claire Brown, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY 

 

Grades 1 and 2 

First Place Damian Bhandari, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY 

Second Place Victoria Knyzhnyk, Sts. Peter and Paul,  Palos Park, IL 

Third Place Anastasia Sobeshkevych, Sts. Peter and Paul,  Palos  
 Park, IL 

Honorable Mention 

 Jacob Pasakas, Nativity Blessed Virgin, South Plainfield, NJ 

Elvira Bren,  Sts. Peter and Paul,  Palos  Park, IL 
Elizabeth Shpynda, Sts. Peter and Paul,  Palos  Park, IL 

  Victoria Machnikowski, Sts. Peter and Paul,  Palos  Park, IL 
Matthew Bureiko, Sts. Peter and Paul,  Palos  Park, IL 

 
Grades 3 and 4 

First Place Anna Piskoun, Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos, Park, IL 

Second Place Danica Ost, Assumption of the Virgin Mary, 

 Northampton, PA 

Third Place Stephanie Chloe Del Corral, St. Anthony of the Desert 

 Mission, Las Cruse, NM 

Honorable Mention 

 Marko Halashchuk, Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos, Park, IL 

 Sophia Synevskyy, Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos, Park, IL 

 Nazariy Bhandari, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY 

 Lily Hatala, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY 

 Naveen Bhandari, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY 

  

Grades 5 and 6 

First Place David Sendeha, Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 
Second Place Roman Sobeshkevych, Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos  
Park, IL  
Third Place Zachary Ankosi, St. Vladimir, Philadelphia, PA 

Honorable Mention  

Ksenia Yakimishchak, Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 
Kamila Rudak, Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 
Quinn Hatala, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY 

 

Grades 7 and 8 

First Place Daria Moroz, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY 

Second Place Nathan Larson, Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 

Third Place Qorey Carter, St. Demetrius, Carteret, NJ 

Honorable Mention   

Mykola Bryndzia, Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 

  

Grades 9 and 10 

First Place Sofia Moroz, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY 

Second Place  Ryan Supilowski, Sts. Peter and Paul, Palos Park, IL 

Third Place Alexandria Ost, Assumption of Virgin Mary,  

Northampton, PA  

 

Grades 11 and 12  

First Place Justin Ost, Assumption of Virgin Mary,  

Northampton, PA  

Second Place Lucian Andrei Rosca, St. Catherines, Romania 

  

Over 18 

First Place Elizabeth Bare, Christ the Savior, Harrisburg, PA 

Second Place Pani Matka Stephanie Swindle, Holy Virgin, Arnold, PA 

Third Place Victoria Swindle, Holy Virgin, Arnold, PA 

  

Congratulations to all of the winners! 
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 Metro J. Baran Achievement Award Presented to 
Fr. John Charest 

Submitted by Joe Goodge 
 
The Metro J. Baran Award is presented for outstanding service with the youth 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.  The award was instituted to honor the 
memory of Metro (Jimmie) Baran for his many years of dedicated service and 
efforts in working with the Junior UOL.  This year at the Annual 74th conven-
tion this award was received by Fr. John Charest of Sts. Peter and Paul in Car-
negie, Pa.  He has served as the National Junior UOL Spiritual Advisor for the 
past two years and previously served as the Junior Advisor.  In both of these 
positions he provided regular contact with the Junior Executive Board and 
attended all meetings and National Jr. UOL events and conventions.  He con-
ducts Bible Study for the teenage group on faith, hope and love ministry.   
 

Fr. John advocates for or-
phaned children through fam-
ily hosting programs so or-
phaned youth can connect 
with loving families if even 
for only a short while.  He 
conducts youth outreach ac-
tivities at Sts. Peter and Paul 
for other parishes such as St. 
Anthony Parish and others in 
the Carnegie area.   
 
Father Charest demonstrates 
his compassion and desire to 
help children and youth un-
derstand and learn about our 
faith by patiently guiding 
them and providing meaning-
ful explanations to questions 
in ways that they will under-
stand.  He “helps” youth to 
be involved and doesn’t just 
“tell” them to be involved.  
Fr. John is very deserving of 
this award.  He will show the 
light of this award for years 

to come by being a shining example for others to strive to follow in his foot-
steps.   
 

Senior Chapter Achievement Award 2021 
Sts. Peter and Paul Carnegie, PA 

Submitted by Joe Goodge 
 
The Senior UOL Chapter this year was presented to Sts. Peter and Paul, Car-
negie, Pa for its outstanding work.  This past year, Covid-19 made it extreme-
ly challenging for UOL chapters to be active in their work.  While chapters 
sometimes run on autopilot with their program of activities, that couldn’t hap-
pen this year.  Carnegie UOL demonstrated some very creative ways to re-
main active and productive during the pandemic.  They had the leadership 
capable of thinking and working outside the box.  Their chapter consists of 43 
active members and met during the pandemic via Zoom and sometimes in 
person.  They conducted fundraising projects which enabled them to make 
donations to MJSF scholarship, Souper Bowl, Parish Scholarships, Parish 
Bells repair, Chapter Project Donation, and various other local, regional, and 
national gifts.   
 
The chapter also conducted social projects/activities as well as Missions and 
Caregiving activities which consisted of Ukrainian Food Festival, Pysanky 
workshop and sale, Great Lent & Advent Prayer Pal, Seminarians Plus Club 
and Sunshine Committee to name a few.  Chapter members participated in the 
choir, nativity caroling, as altar servers, assisted the National Junior UOL, 
Ukrainian Folk Dancing, Parish officers, as altar readers, and as members of 
the National Executive Board.  While everything had to be adjusted this year 
due to the pandemic, the members of the chapter were up to the task.  There 
were challenges and difficulties to overcome, but with a lot of patience, team-
work, and prayerful work the chapter members found ways to accomplish 
their goals.   Congratulations on a job well done!   

Annual Fund Drive 2021 
 
Thank you to every individual and every chapter that supported our 
UOL Annual Fund Drive in 2021.   
 
Donations were made to support the Lynn Sawchuk-Sharon Kuzbyt 
Scholarship Fund, the Metropolitan John Scholarship Fund and UOL 
Projects.   
 
Thank you to this year’s donors to LSSK totaling $3,035!   

 

Alice & Steve Sivulich, 

Joseph and Holly Pritiskutch, Sr. – in memory of Alice Pritiskulich, 

Walter Stepowyj, 

Pam & Bill Scannell, 

Peter & Karen Konchak—in memory of Lynn Sawchuk, 

Daria and Michael J. Komichak, 

Joe Novicky & Dinah Fedyna 

Michael & Martha Misko, 

Anonymous --in Honor of Natalie Kapeluck Nixon, 

Catherine Schaffer --In Memory of Helen Lesky Maslankowsky, 

Thomas & Mary Planiczki, 

Steve & Melanie Unger-- In Honor of Stephanie and Anne Unger, 

Dareen & Michael Jogan, 

Irene Pashesnik --In memory of Michele Olesky, 

Janice Meschisen-- In memory of Pani-Matka Cynthia Mycyk, 

Anonymous donation in memory of Bill and Madeline Kuzbyt, 

John W Roditski, 

St. Vladimir Sr UOL Philadelphia, 

Assumption of the Virgin Mary UOL Chapter, Northampton, PA, 

St. Peter and Paul UOL Chapter Carnegie, PA, 

St. John UOL Chapter, Sharon, PA, 

Alexis and Steve Sawchuk in memory of Lynn Sawchuk, 

St. Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, 

Youngstown, OH in memory of Dinah Fedyna, 

Ed and Bonnie Zetick 

 

Thank you to this year’s donors to UOL Projects totaling $1,660!   

 

Alice & Steve Sivulich, 

Joseph and Holly Pritiskutch, Sr. – in memory of Alice Pritiskulich, 

Lewis Branson, Jr. –in memory of Anna Branson, 

Pam & Bill Scannell, 

Peter & Karen Konchak—in memory of Anna Kuchirka, 

Joe Novicky & Dinah Fedyna 

Michael & Martha Misko, 

Anonymous--In Honor of Kira Senedak, 

Catherine Schaffer --In Memory of John Lesky, 

Thomas & Mary Planiczki, 

Dareen & Michael Jogan, 

Zachary & Elizabeth Bare, 

Irene Pashesnik --In memory of Michele Olesky, 

Janice Meschisen-- In memory of Pani-Matka Cynthia Mycyk, 

Anonymous donation, 

John W Roditski, 

St. Vladimir Sr. UOL Philadelphia, 

Assumption of the Virgin Mary UOL Chapter, Northampton, PA , 

St. John UOL Chapter, Sharon, PA, 

Ed and Bonnie Zetick 
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Join in the fun!   

Take a picture reading your  UOL Bulletin and submit  

nsufler@aol.com.   

Submit pictures by sending to nsufler@aol.com 

Thank you to all of our UOL Souper Bowl Sunday 2021 Donors 

This year donations totaled  $10,948 

James Cummings, 

Karen Ferraro, 

Joan Kerelejza, 

Lisa Ryan, 

Sts. Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, Carnegie, PA, 

St. Vladimir UOL Chapter, Philadelphia, PA, 

Sts. Peter and Paul UOL Chapter Wilmington, DE, 

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, Palos Park, IL, 

St. Mary Parish in Milwaukee, WI, 

St. Demetrius UOL Chapter Carteret, NJ, 

St. Michael UOL Chapter Woonsocket, RI, 

St. Mary UOL Chapter, New Britain, CT, 

Sts. Peter & Paul UOL Chapter Lyndora, PA, 

Sts. Peter and Paul Junior UOL Youngstown, OH, 

St. Vladimir UOL Chapter, Parma, OH, 

St. Sophia Seminary Chapter, South Bound Brook, NJ, 

St. John UOL Chapter Sharon, PA , 

 Holy Ascension UOL Chapter, Maplewood, NJ 

 
Thank you to everyone who supported Souper Bowl Sunday! 

 

Michael Nakonachny brings his UOL Bulletin on vacation.  Here he 

enjoys his UOL Bulletin at the pool, in Savannah and also during 

breakfast with his wife Emily!  (She would be smiling if she had the 

UOL Bulletin! ) 

Thank you to this year’s donors to MJSF totaling $5,010!   

Karen Ferraro—in honor of Metropolitan Antony’s 35th Anniversary, 

Gary & Natalie Gebet—in honor of Metropolitan Antony’s  

35th Anniversary, 

St. Mary Protectress Parish Spring Valley, California - in honor of  
Metropolitan Antony’s 35th Anniversary,  

St. Mary Protectress Parish, Southfield, Michigan - in honor of  
Metropolitan Antony’s 35th Anniversary,  

Daria & Michael J. Komichak - in honor of Metropolitan Antony’s  
35th Anniversary, 

Sts. Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, Carnegie, PA -  in honor of  

Metropolitan Antony’s 35th Anniversary,  

Metropolitan Antony, 

Archbishop Daniel, 

Joseph and Holly Pritiskutch – in memory of Alice Pritiskulich, Sr., 

Alice and Steve Sivulich, 

Ed & Bonnie Zetick, 

Lewis Branson, Jr –in memory of Lewis Branson, Sr., 

Martha Dowling, 

Pam & Bill Scannell,  

Peter and Karen Konchak – in honor of Father Taras Naumenko, 

Joe Novicky & Dinah Fedyna 

Michael & Martha Misko, 

Anonymous --In memory of Father Frank Estocin, 

Catherine Schaffer--In Memory of Metropolitan John, 

Thomas & Mary Planiczki, 

Dareen & Michael Jogan, 

Zachary & Elizabeth Bare, 

Antonia Dec, 

Irene Pashesnik --In memory of Michele Olesky, 

Janice Meschisen--In memory of Pani-Matka Cynthia Mycyk , 

Anonymous --In memory of Fr Baszyl. Zawarucha, 

Halyna Myroniuk, 

Martha Dowling-- In memory of Richard, 

John W Roditski, 

St. Vladimir Sr. UOL Philadelphia, 

Assumption of the Virgin Mary UOL Chapter, Northampton, PA , 

St. John UOL Chapter, Sharon, PA, Sts Peter and Paul UOL Chapter, 

Youngstown, OH in honor of Father Ivan Tchopko, 

St Peter & Paul UOL Chapter Carnegie, PA -- in memory of the 50th 
Anniversary of Metropolitan John's passing and in honor of our Clergy 
and their Families on "Clergy Appreciation Day.” Our Sr UOL Chapter 

expresses our appreciation and gratitude to Fr. John & Matushka 
Laryssa Charest and family and Deacon Evan & Pani-Matka Alice 

O'Neil for all their support, guidance and for going the extra mile amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic and at all times and also in honor of Deacon 

Evan's graduation in May!  Thank you and may God continue to bless 
you and your ministry! 

 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Annual Fund Drive!  Next 
month the UOL Bulletin will include an envelope to make donations. 



 

 

 

UOL Tribute  
A donation to the Tribute Fund is an acknowledgment of  a 
Milestone, Memorial, or Accomplishment, or is a Special 

Recognition of an individual or group.  Your much-appreciated 
contribution is used to support and further the Mission of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox League.  All donations are published in 

the UOL Bulletin.  

  
Donor         In Honor of 
Andrea Kitch        In Blessed Memory of Dr. Douglas 
Daniels        and Susan Dutkevich Rachko. 
         The UOL and Camp Kon-o-kwee is 
         where our friendship began. 

To submit your Tribute:   
 
Submit a card that includes your Name and Address, the 
Name of the Person to Receive the Tribute, the occasion of 
the Tribute (for example In Memory or To Honor), and the 
Name and Address of the person to whom an acknowledge-
ment card should be sent.   
 
For a contribution of $20 or more,  the name and occasion is 
printed in the UOL Bulletin.   
 
UOL Tributes should be submitted to:  

Natalie Bilynsky    
703 Pine Ridge Road   

Media, PA 19063 
 
Send your tribute today! 

NONPROFIT  
ORGANIZATION 
US POSTAGE PAID 
NEW BRUNSWICK NJ 
PERMIT NO 1186 

UOL Bulletin                                                                                                                
c/o Natalie Bilynsky  
703 Pine Ridge Road  
Media, PA 19063      
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Coming in November . . . 

UOL Thanksgiving  

Project 

In memory of those who perished  

in the Holodomor 

Collect non-perishable food in the month 

of November and donate to a  

local food pantry. 

Label donated food with the following message:   

In 1932, 10 million people perished in an artificial 

famine in Ukraine. We pray no one ever goes hungry 

again.  #Holodomor #Ukrainian Genocide 

#NeverForget 

See our website for printable labels: uolofusa.org 

Start preparations with your Chapter! 

(Alternate: make a cash donation to a  

local food pantry or soup kitchen.) 


