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At the start of 
Great Lent, we are 
shown fearsome 
images of Christ 
of the Apocalypse, 
our Judge of the 
Final Judgement.  
However, as the 
Father in the parable 
of the Prodigal 
Son, God loves His 
wayward children, 
and yearns for their 
return, and their 
salvation.

During Great Lent, 
especially in the final week, we are presented with Christ, the 
Bridegroom (as mentioned in the parable of the Ten Virgins on 
Holy Thursday (Matthew 25:1-13).  However, instead of being 
dressed in resplendent robes for a wedding, He appears 
before us humble, humiliated, suffering.

In a cruel irony, Pilate’s soldiers mockingly worship Christ, and 
through insults proclaim Him to be the King of the Jews.  He is 
crowned with thorns, dressed in a scarlet cloak, His hands are 
tied, and He is given a reed to hold.

The crown symbolizes Christian marriage, and the ropes that 
bind His hands are a second reference to marriage, as the 
bride and groom are bound together, and humilty.  The reed is 
a mock-scepter, and a symbol of the humility of One who does 
all He can to serve others.

Even with His hands tied, suffering, He still blesses us with His 
right hand.

The Judge of Judgement Day stands before us as the suffering 
Bridegroom.  He suffers for the sins of humanity.  He is betrayed 
by Judas, hated by the Jews, exposed to Pilate’s cowardice, 
and the cruelty of the Roman soldiers.  He is barraged by all 
the evil that humanity chooses over good deeds and love of 
others.

Even so, He stands before us.  Although we are unworthy, He 
betroths Himself to us. While we sin, He dies for us.  Such a 
perfect, divine love casts out all fear, and spurs us to greater 
resolution to work on our repentance, humility, and love.

Symbolism of “Bridegroom” Icon
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By God’s mercy Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome And Ecumenical Patriarch to the plenitude of the 
Church.

May the grace and peace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, together with our prayer, blessing and forgiveness 
be with you all!

Most honorable brothers and blessed children in the Lord,

With the good-will and grace of God, the giver of all good things, we are entering Holy and Great Lent, the arena 
of ascetic struggles. The Church knows the labyrinths of the human soul and the thread of Ariadne, the way 
out of all impasse – humility, repentance, the power of prayer and the sacred services of contrition, fasting that 
eliminates the passions, patience, obedience to the rule of piety. And so the Church invites us once again this 
year to a divinely inspired journey, whose measure is the Cross and whose horizon is the Resurrection of Christ.

The veneration of the Cross in the middle of Holy and Great Lent reveals the meaning of this whole period. The 
word of our Lord echoes strikingly: “Whoever desires to follow me … let them lift their cross each day and follow 
me” (Lk 9.23). We are called to lift our own cross, following the Lord and beholding His life-giving Cross, with 
the awareness that the Lord is the one that saves and not the lifting of our cross. The Cross of the Lord is “the 
judgment of our criteria,” “the judgment of the world,” and at the same time the promise that evil in all its forms 
does not have the final word in history. In looking to Christ and under His protection, as the One who permits 
our struggle, while blessing and strengthening our effort, we fight the good fight, “afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed” (2 
Cor 4.8–9). This is the experiential quintessence also during the present period of the Cross and the Resurrection. 
We are on a journey to the Resurrection through the Cross, through which “joy has come to the whole world.”

Some of you may wonder why the Church, in the midst of the current pandemic, would add to the already 
existing health restrictions yet another “quarantine,” namely Great Lent. Indeed, Great Lent is also a 
“quarantine,” a period that lasts forty days. Nevertheless, the Church does not aim to weaken us further 

with additional obligations and prohibitions. On the contrary, it calls us to give meaning to the quarantine 
that we are living as a result of the coronavirus, through Great Lent, as liberation from enslavement to “the 
things of our world.”

Today’s Gospel reading establishes the conditions of this liberation. The first condition is fasting, not in the 
sense of abstaining only from specific foods, but also from those habits that keep us attached to the world. 
Such abstinence does not comprise an expression of contempt of the world, but a necessary precondition for 
reorienting our relationship with the world and for experiencing the unique joy of discovering the world as the 
domain of Christian witness. This is why, even during this stage of fasting, the approach and experience of 
the life of the faithful have a paschal dimension, the taste of the Resurrection. The “Lenten atmosphere” is not 
depressing, but joyous. It is the “great joy” that was proclaimed as good news by the angel “to all people” at the 
birth of the Savior (Lk 2.10). This is the unwavering “fulness of joy” (1 Jn 1.4) of life in Christ. Christ is always 
present in our life – He is closer to us than we are to ourselves – all the days of our life, “unto the end of the ages” 
(Mt 28.20). The life of the Church is an unshakeable witness to the grace that has come and to the hope of the 
Kingdom, to the fullness of revelation of the mystery of the Divine Economy.

Faith is the response to God’s loving condescension to us; it is the “Yes” of our whole existence to Him, who 
“bowed the heavens and descended” in order to redeem the human race “from the slavery of the enemy” and in 
order to open for us the way toward deification through grace. The sacrificial love for the neighbor and the “care” 
for the whole creation spring from and are nurtured by this gift of grace. If this charitable love for others and the 
god-pleasing concern for creation are absent, then my neighbor becomes “my hell” and creation is abandoned 
to irrational forces, which transform it into an object of exploitation and into a hostile environment for humankind.

The second condition of the liberation promised by Great Lent is forgiveness. Oblivion of divine mercy and God’s 
ineffable beneficence, breach of the Lord’s commandment that we should become “the salt of the earth” and “the 
light of the world” (Mt 5.13-14), and a false transformation of the Christian way of life: to all of these attitudes 
leads a “closed spirituality” that thrives on the denial and rejection of the “other” and of the world, wipes out 
love, forgiveness and the acceptance of the different. Yet, this barren and arrogant attitude of life is denounced 
emphatically by the word of the Gospel on the first three Sundays of the Triodion.

It is known that such extremes are especially prevalent during periods when the Church invites its faithful to 
spiritual discipline and vigilance. However, the authentic spiritual life is a way of internal renewal, an exodus 
from ourselves, a loving movement toward our neighbor. It is not based on syndromes of purity and exclusion, 
but on forgiveness and discernment, doxology and thanksgiving, according to the experiential wisdom of the 
ascetic tradition: “It is not food, but gluttony that is evil … not speaking, but idle speech … not the world, but the 
passions.”

With this attitude and these sentiments, And we ask for your beseeching supplications, too, for the reopening of 
the Sacred Theological School of Halki, after a long period of fifty years that has passed since its silence was 
imposed externally and fully unjustly, as we welcome Holy and Great Lent in the Church, singing and chanting 
together “God is with us,” to Whom belongs the glory and might to the endless ages. Amen!

Holy and Great Lent 2021

+ BARTHOLOMEW of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for all before God
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МИЛІСТЮ БОЖОЮ АРХІЄПИСКОП КОНСТАНТИНОПОЛЬСЬКИЙ - НОВОГО РИМУ  І ВСЕЛЕНСЬКИЙ 
ПАТРІАРХ.
 
 УСІЙ ПОВНОТІ ЦЕРКВИ,  БЛАГОДАТЬ І МИР  ВІД ГОСПОДА І СПАСА НАШОГО ІСУСА ХРИСТА, 
А ВІД НАС - МОЛИТВА, БЛАГОСЛОВІННЯ І ПРОЩЕННЯ.
 
Всечесні браття та чада у Господі благословенні,
 
З доброю волею і благодаттю життэдавчого Бога, ми вступаємо у святий і великий піст, арену аскетичної 
боротьби. Церква знає лабіринти людської душі та нитку Аріадни, вихід із усіх глухих кутів – смирення, 
покаяння, силу молитви та священні служби розкаяння, піст, що виключає пристрасті, терпіння, покору 
правилу благочестя. І тому Церква ще раз запрошує нас цього року на богонатхненну подорож, мірою якої 
є Хрест, а горизонтом – Воскресіння Христове.
 
Поклоніння Хресту посеред святого та великого посту виявляє значення всього цього періоду. Слово 
нашого Господа вражає: «Хто хоче йти вслід за Мною... нехай візьме щоденно свого хреста і йде за Мною» 
(Лк. 9:23). Ми покликані підняти власний хрест, слідуючи за Господом і спостерігаючи за Його життєдайним 
Хрестом, з усвідомленням того, що Господь спасає нас, а не піднімає наш хрест. Хрест Господній – це 
«суд над нашими критеріями», «суд над світом» і водночас обіцянка, що зло в усіх його формах не має 
остаточного слова в історії. Дивлячись на Христа і під Його захистом, як на Того, Хто допускає нашу 
боротьбу, благословляючи і зміцнюючи наші зусилля, ми ведемо добру боротьбу, «в усьому нас тиснуть, та 
не потиснені ми; ми в важких обставинах, але не впадаємо в розпач; переслідують нас, але ми не полишені; 
ми повалені, та не погублені» (2 Кор. 4:8-9). Це також квінтесенція досвіду протягом теперішнього періоду 
Хреста та Воскресіння. Ми вирушаємо у подорож до Воскресіння через Хрест, завдяки якому «радість 
прийшла до цілого світу».
 
Деякі з вас можуть задатися питанням, чому Церква в розпал нинішньої пандемії додає до вже існуючих 
обмежень щодо здоров’я ще один «карантин», а саме великий піст. Дійсно, великий піст – це також 
«карантин», який триває сорок днів. Тим не менше, Церква не ставить за мету ще більше послабити нас 

додатковими зобов’язаннями та заборонами. Навпаки, вона закликає нас надати сенс карантину, якого ми 
переживаємо внаслідок коронавірусу, через великий піст, як звільнення від поневолення «речей нашого 
світу».
 
Сьогоднішнє євангельське читання встановлює умови цього визволення. Перша умова – це піст, не в 
тому сенсі, щоб утримуватися лише від певної їжі, а й від тих звичок, які тримають нас прив’язаними до 
світу. Таке утримання не є вираженням зневаги до світу, але необхідною передумовою для переорієнтації 
наших стосунків зі світом та для переживання унікальної радості відкриття світу як сфери християнського 
свідчення. Ось чому навіть на цьому етапі посту наближення та досвід життя вірних мають пасхальний 
вимір, присмак Воскресіння. «Велика пісна атмосфера» не гнітюча, але радісна. Це «велика радість», 
яку ангел оголосив доброю новиною «всім людям» при народженні Спасителя (Лк. 2:10). Це непохитна 
«повнота радості» (1 Ів. 1:4) життя у Христі. Христос завжди присутній у нашому житті – Він ближчий до 
нас, ніж ми до нас самих, – усі дні нашого життя, «до кінця віків» (Мт. 28:20). Життя Церкви є непорушним 
свідченням благодаті, що прийшла, і надії на Царство, повноти розкриття таємниці Божественної ікономії.
 
Віра є відповіддю на Божу люблячу поблажливість до нас; це «так» усього нашого існування Йому, який 
«схилив небо і зійшов», щоб викупити людський рід «із рабства ворога» і відкрити нам шлях до обоження 
через благодать. Жертвенна любов до ближнього та «турбота» про все творіння походять від цього 
дару благодаті і виховуються ним. Якщо ця доброчинна любов до інших та богоприємна турбота про 
творіння відсутні, тоді мій ближній стає «моїм пеклом», а творіння віддається ірраціональним силам, які 
перетворюють його на об’єкт експлуатації та у вороже середовище для людства.
 
Друга умова визволення, обіцяна великим постом, – це прощення. Забуття божественного милосердя і 
невимовної Божої благодаті, порушення Господньої заповіді, що ми маємо стати «сіллю землі» і «світлом 
для світу» (Мт. 5:13-14), і помилкове перетворення християнського способу життя – до всіх цих поведінок 
веде «закрита духовність», яка процвітає на запереченні та неприйнятті «іншого» та світу, яка знищує 
любов, прощення та прийняття різних. Проте, це безплідне і арогантне ставлення до життя рішуче 
засуджується словом Євангелія в перші три неділі Пісної Тріоді.
 
Відомо, що такі крайнощі особливо поширені в ті періоди, коли Церква закликає своїх вірних до духовної 
дисципліни та пильності. Однак справжнє духовне життя – це спосіб внутрішнього оновлення, вихід із 
нашого я, любовний рух до ближнього. Воно базується не на синдромах чистоти та виключення, а на 
прощенні та розсуді, славослов’ї та подяці, згідно з досвідченою мудрістю аскетичної традиції: «Не їжа, а 
обжерливість являється злом... не мова, а пустомовство... не світ, а пристрасті».
З таким ставленням та з цими настроями ми поєднуємо наші молитви з усіма вами, улюблені браття та 
чада, щоб ми остаточно подолали смертельну пандемію та швидко реагували на її соціальні та економічні 
наслідки. І ми також просимо ваших молитв для відкриття Священної Богословської Школи на Халкі, 
після тривалого періоду п’ятдесяти років, що минув з тих пір, як її мовчання було запроваджено зовні і 
абсолютно несправедливо, тоді коли розпочинається у Церкві святий і великий піст, взиваючи та співаючи 
всі разом «з нами Бог», Кому належить слава і держава в безконечні віки. Амінь!
 
Святий і великий піст 2021р.
 
+ Варфоломій Константинопольський,
Палкий молитвенник перед Богом за всіх вас



Beloved in the Lord: clergy, brothers and sisters in the Lord!

Once again, we are entering into the Sacred Season of the Holy and Great Lent.

In the First Gospel, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ calls Matthew with a simple expression “Follow 
me.” Upon hearing the call, the tax collector “got up and followed him.” The Greek translation of “got 
up” is anastas, the word used also to describe the Resurrection (anastasis) of our Lord from the dead. 
Choosing to follow Him is also a kind of resurrection from the dead, since it involves the rising up from 
a “lower” path of life to a “higher” one, from a preoccupation with the temporal world to an ultimate 
immersion in the Divinity of God.

The call of Christ Jesus addresses the mind, but it is meant to move through the mind into the body, 
and through the body into the whole of one’s life, into action and decision. “Follow me” has the sense of 
“walk as I walk, think as I think and choose as I choose.” Discipleship – being a follower – requires an 
entire reworking of the self, according to the example set by our Savior.

Follow me… Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel!

The Lenten season is an invitation to a sincere review of our life in the Light of the Gospel.  Any illusion 
of self-sufficiency we may have held should have been dispelled by these past 12 months in which we 
have faced a global medical crisis, economic hardship, social unrest, and partisan divisiveness. Perhaps, 
when we emerge on the far side of COVID-19 pandemic, we would have learned to be a bit more humble 
— that, despite all our vast technology, we are not the masters of our destinies as we sometimes tend to 
believe. 

The events of the past year have caused much suffering for many people and suffering does not usually 
exalt us. It can and does embitter us, and we can be and are tempted to self-pity, becoming completely 
self-centered.  A faithful observance of the Holy and Great Lent can help us grow in humility - which 
is not “thinking less of ourselves” (as some erroneously believe) but rather, “thinking of ourselves less”. 
Great Lent, therefore, is a summons to reach out to others in their need so that we, having experienced 
mercy from God, might learn how to be ourselves merciful.

And, certainly, this past year has been very disruptive of our lives. We yearn for “normality” -whatever 
the “new” normal might be. And so, while we face the future with humility, we must also embrace the 
present with a strong dose of patience. Patience is the spiritual vaccine we all need during these days of 
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pandemic, economic stress, social unrest, and political divisiveness and, therefore, a great virtue for us to 
work on this Great and Holy Lent of 2021. St. Peter says: “Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, 
love one another, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the 
contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. For, 
“Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful 
speech. They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. For the eye of the Lord 
are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do 
evil.” (1 Peter 3:8-12)

If you are patient, you do not answer that angry email with an angrier one. You wait and perhaps you will 
not say or write something you cannot take back. Patience helps you de-escalate tense situations. Patience 
gives birth to humility and brings us closer to holiness. Holy and Great Lent calls us to recommit ourselves 
to the search for holiness, which is what “life in Christ” means for all Orthodox Christians.  

Through prayer, repentance, fasting and simple daily kindness, we lead ourselves and our loved ones to 
a renewed faith in the power of God’s Love for us, a Love that is stronger than sin, death, and the devil. 
Through repentance in the Holy Mystery of Confession, we seek to overcome the influence of sin which 
has wounded our capacity to live in fellowship with others and union with God.  In the Fourth Prayer – of 
St. Simeon the Translator – before receiving the Holy Eucharist – Communion, we pray: “The multitude of 
Your Loving-Kindness is immeasurable and the mercy of Your Goodness and Forbearance beyond description 
and there is no sin, which overcomes Your Love for all mankind.”  Thus, we see that there is great hope 
always that we can be victorious over sin – turning away from sin and toward a Loving God, always ready 
to embrace us in His LOVE.

Let us all journey through this Sacred Season with a sense of repentance, with a renewed desire to love, 
to serve, to be present for one other; so that we can all proclaim to the world around us – WE ARE THE 
PEOPLE OF LOVE! WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF THE GOSPEL! WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF PASCHA!

Blessed Lenten Journey to all!

With Archpastoral blessings,

+ YURIJ – Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ ANTONY – Metropolitan
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, South America and Diaspora

+ JEREMIAH – Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of South America

+ DANIEL – Archbishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora

+ ILARION – Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ ANDRIY – Bishop
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada



Улюблені у Христі: духовенство, брати і сестри! 

Ось і знову ми вступаємо у Священну Пору Святого та Великого Посту. 

В Першому Євангелії, Господь наш і Спаситель Ісус Христос кличе Матвія простим зверненням 
“Іди за Мною”. Почувши заклик, митар “встав і пішов за ним”. Грецький переклад слова “встав” - 
анастас, також вживається для опису події Воскресіння (анастасіс) Господа нашого Ісуса Христа 
з мертвих. Вибір наслідувати Христа, свого роду є також воскресінням з мертвих, оскільки він 
включає в себе піднесення від “нижчого” шляху життя до “вищого”, від тимчасових турбот світу 
цього до основного занурення в Божество. 

Заклик Ісуса Христа звернений до розуму, але він повинен пройти через наш розум у тіло, а 
через тіло — у все життя, дії та рішення. “Іди за мною” означає “ходи, як Я ходжу, думай, як Я 
думаю, та вибирай, як Я вибираю”. Бути учнем, означає бути послідовником, і вимагає повністю 
перевиховати себе, згідно прикладу, показаного нашим Спасителем.

Іди за мною ... Відвернись від гріха і будь вірним Євангелії! 

Час Великого Посту - це запрошення до щирого огляду нашого життя у світлі Євангелії. Будь-
яка ілюзія самозабезпеченості, яку ми можливо мали, повинна була б розвіятись за останні 12 
місяців, з часу, коли ми зіткнулися з світовою медичною кризою, економічними труднощами, 
громадськими заворушеннями та партійною роздільністю. Можливо,  переживши пандемію 
COVID-19, ми навчимося бути дещо покірнішими - усвідомивши, що незважаючи на неймовірні 
можливості сьогоденної технології, наша доля все одно не є в наших руках, як ми часто думаємо. 

Події минулого року завдали великих страждань багатьом людям, а страждання зазвичай не 
підносять нас. Вони можуть, а часто і роблять нас озлобленими, і тоді ми впадаємо у спокусу жалю 
над собою, стаючи повністю егоцентричними. Правильне дотримання Святого і Великого Посту 
може допомогти нам зрости у смиренні - що не означає, що ми будемо “менше задумуватись над 
собою” (як дехто помилково вважає), а швидше, “менше думати про себе”. Отож, Великий Піст 
це заклик звернутися до тих, хто в потребі, щоб ми, отримавши милосердя від Бога, навчилися 
бути милосердними. 

Звичайно, минулий рік був дуже руйнівним для нашого життя. Ми всі прагнемо “нормальності” 
— якою б “нова” норма не була. Тому, дивлячись у майбутнє з смиренням, ми повинні сприймати 
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сьогодення з терпінням. Терпіння — це духовна вакцина, яка усім нам необхідна в ці дні пандемії, 
економічного стресу, громадських заворушень та політичного розколу, а також велика чеснота над 
якою нам потрібно працювати у цей Великий і Святий Піст 2021 року. Святий Апостол Петро повчає: 
“Нарешті ж, будьте всі однодумні, спочутливі, братолюбні, милосердні, покірливі. Не платіть 
злом за зло, або лайкою за лайку, навпаки, благословляйте, знавши, що на це вас покликано, щоб 
ви вспадкували благословення. Бо хто хоче любити життя та бачити добрі дні, нехай здержить 
свого язика від лихого та уста свої від говорення підступу. Ухиляйся від злого та добре чини, шукай 
миру й женися за ним! Бо очі Господні до праведних, а вуха Його до їхніх прохань, а Господнє лице 
проти тих, хто чинить лихе!” (1Петра 3: 8-12)

Якщо Ви терплячі, Ви не відповісте на роздратований електронний лист ще гнівнішим листом. Ви 
почекаєте, і, можливо, не скажете чи напишете того, чого Ви не зможете забрати назад. Терпіння 
допомагає зняти напругу з ситуації. Терпіння породжує смирення і зближує нас із святістю. Святий 
і Великий Піст закликає нас шукати святості, що для всіх Православних Християн означає “життя 
у Христі”.

Через молитву, покаяння, піст та простоту щоденної доброти ми приводимо себе та своїх близьких 
до оновленої віри в силу Божої Любові до нас, Любові, яка є сильнішою за гріх, смерть та диявола. 
Через покаяння у Святій Тайні Сповіді, ми прагнемо подолати вплив гріха, який вражає нашу 
здатність жити у мирі з іншими та єднанні з Богом. У 4-й Молитві св. Симеона Метафраста перед 
Святою Євхаристію/Причастям, ми молимось: “Безмірне множество щедрот Твоїх і милість 
невимовна незлостивої Твоєї благодаті, і немає гріха, щоб переміг Твою Любов до людства”. 
Отже, ми бачимо, що завжди є велика надія на те, що ми можемо бути переможцями над гріхом 
— відвернувшись від нього та повернувши до Люблячого Бога, який завжди готового обняти нас 
у Своїй ЛЮБОВІ. 

Давайте, усі разом, подорожувати цією Священною Порою з почуттям покаяння, відновленим 
бажанням любити, служити та бути поруч один для одного; щоб ми могли проголосити світу 
навколо нас те, що - МИ ЛЮДИ ЛЮБОВІ! МИ ЛЮДИ ЄВАНГЕЛІЇ! МИ ЛЮДИ ПАСХИ! 

Благословенної Вам Мандрівки Великим Постом! 

З Архіпастирським благословенням, 

+ ЮРІЙ - Митрополит 
Української Православної Церкви в Канаді

 
+ АНТОНІЙ - Митрополит 

Української Православної Церква США, Південної Америки та Діаспори 

+ ЄРЕМІЯ - Архієпископ 
Української Православної Єпархії в Південній Америці 

+ ДАНИЇЛ - Архієпископ 
Української Православної Церкви США та Діаспори 

+ ІЛАРІОН - Єпископ 
Української Православної Церкви в Канаді 

+ АНДРІЙ - Єпископ 
Української Православної Церкви в Канаді
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For the first four days of Holy and 
Great Lent, the Holy Orthodox 
Church conducts the Great Canon 
of Saint Andrew of Crete at the 
Orthodox parishes across the 
country and throughout the world. It 
is one of the most spiritually uplifting 
and inspiring in the Holy Tradition of 
our Church.

With the blessing of His Eminence 
Metropolitan Antony (who was in 
attendance), Archbishop Daniel 
presided over the Reading of the 
Canon of St. Andrew of Crete and 
the Liturgies of Presanctified Gifts 
during the First Week of Great Lent 
at St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox 
Memorial Church and Three Holy 
Hierarchs Chapel of St. Sophia 
Ukrainian Orthodox Theological 
Seminary in South Bound Brook/
Somerset, NJ. Concelebrating with 
the Archbishop the services of the 
First Week of Lenten journey were 
Very Rev. Fr. Yuriy Siwko, Rev. 
Fr. Vasyl Pasakas, Rev. Fr. Vasyl 
Shak, Deacon Myroslav Mykytyuk, 
Deacon Mykola Zomchak, Deacon 
Ihor Protsak and the student body 
of St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox 
Theological Seminary.

The Great Canon of Saint Andrew, 
Bishop of Crete, is the longest 
Canon in all of our divine services, 
and is associated with Great and 
Holy Lent, since the only times it is 
appointed to be read in church are 
the first four nights of Holy and Great 
Fast through Clean Thursday, at 
Great Compline when it is serialized 
and at Matins for Thursday of the 
Fifth Week of Holy and Great Lent, 
when it is read in its entirety (in the 
latter service, the entire life of Saint 
Mary of Egypt is also read).

There is no other sacred hymn which 
compares with this monumental 
work, which Saint Andrew of Crete 
wrote for his personal meditations. 
Nothing else has it extensive 
typology and mystical explanation 
of the Holy Scripture, from both 
the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. One can almost say that 
this solemn hymn of the Church is 
an exposition of the Old Testament. 
Its other distinctive features are 
a spirit of solemn humility, hope 
in God’s mercy, and exquisite 
Trinitarian Doxologies and hymns 
to the Mother of God in every Ode.

The holy Canon is a “dialogue 
between St. Andrew and his soul.” 

The ongoing theme is an urgent 
exhortation to change one’s life 
or in other words to repent. Saint 
Andrew always mentions his own 
sinfulness placed side by side to 
God’s mercy and uses literally 
hundreds of references to good 
and bad examples from the Old 
Testament and the New Testament 
to “persuade himself” to repent.  A 
Canon is an ancient liturgical hymn, 
with a very strict format.

In his remarks, following the 
chanting of the Canon, Archbishop 
Daniel stated: “Saint Andrew wrote 
the Canon to challenge the faithful 
spiritually. For Orthodox Christians, 
all spiritual exercises are designated 
to heighten our perception of 
basic reality: Sin is much more 
serious than we think, and God’s 
forgiveness is much more vast than 
we think. Left to ourselves, we go 
around with Playskool impressions 
of what is at stake. So the goal of all 
spiritual disciplines are to cultivate 
charmolypi--to use a Greek term 
coined by the 6th century abbot of 
the monastery on Mt. Sinai, Saint 
John Climacus (of the Ladder). 
Charmolypi means the kind of 
penitence that flips into joyous 
gratitude, “joy-making sorrow,” 

repentance shot through with gold.

There is a tone of awe and mystery 
that runs throughout its expression-
-a sense of seriousness and 
urgency for the restoration from 
the Old Adam to the New Adam 
based on the incarnation. The great 
Canon provides the faithful with the 
tools not only to approach God but 
more importantly, to unite with Him. 
Its main theme is: repentance, the 
return from sin or the unity of the 
cosmos and the human race--as 
one creation united in love--to its 
Creator. The great Canon invites 
the faithful to utilize all aspects of 
their existence including all their 
senses to communicate with their 
Creator, in order to live with Life 
itself.”

Vladyka Daniel further reflected upon the General Themes of the Great Canon:

How we should think about ourselves?
Where shall I begin to lament the deeds of my wretched life? What first-fruit shall I offer, O Christ, for my present 
lamentation? But in Thy compassion grant me release from my falls.

Desire to change--dialogue with the my soul
Come, wretched soul, with your flesh, confess to the Creator of All. In the future refrain from your former 
brutishness, and offer to the Almighty God tears of repentance and contrition.

Recognizing the inevitable Reality
The end is drawing near, my soul, is drawing near! But you neither care nor prepare. The time is growing short. 
Rise! The Judge is at the very doors. Like a dream, like a flower, the time of this life passes. Why do we bustle 
about in vain?

How to pray - Laments and Supplications to God
Thou art the Good Shepherd; seek me, Thy lamb, and neglect not me who have gone astray.
Old Testament and New Testament examples of righteousness and unrighteousness, for the purpose of emulation 
or avoidance.

Do not be a pillar of salt, my soul, by turning back; but let the example of the Sodomites frighten you, and take 
refuge up in Zoar. (Genesis 19:26)

I have reviewed all the people of the Old Testament as examples for you, my soul. Imitate the God-loving deeds 
of the righteous and shun the sins of the wicked.

The most important thing to know about the Great Canon
The Great Canon was written by a Saint of the Church to teach himself the orthodox way to live. We cannot 
benefit from it unless we make it a priority to stand in prayer, in the church, and listen to it, with a great desire 
and expectation for God’s grace to teach us and heal us. Our Orthodox Christian theology is first and foremost-
-experienced and prayed, and not only “studied.” 



Would you consider adding in a new practice to your daily routine during GREAT LENT? 
A new challenge!

Great Lent, the season of our Church Year that is typically observed as a time of repentance, simple living, prayer 
and fasting leading up to PASCHA the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and it begins this year 
on Forgiveness Sunday (March 14, 2021). But what is Great Lent REALLY about?   Many spend the time in self-
examination and reflection as modeled by our Savior in the Gospel according to St. Matthew 4: 1-11 where the 
Lord prayed and fasted for 40 days before beginning his ministry. 

What is supposed to happen with us during these 40 days of fasting and praying in the wilderness of our life? 
Maybe we need some time with God to sort through the major changes happening in our personal way of life. 
Maybe we need to take a break from the regular routine in order to see God in our lives more clearly. Maybe we 
need more time with God for reevaluation of our relationship with Him and the world around us… Maybe we need 
to ask ourselves from time to time: “Who am I called to be?”  So, we are invited into this time of introspection.

Will you join this photo-a-day challenge and share with the community how you perceive each word of the 
day? No explanation needed. After all, a picture is worth a thousand words. Tag us on you Facebook page with 
#myphotoLent. 
You don’t have to be a great photographer. This project is more about the practice of paying attention and being 
intentional. We would love for you to share your photos. Just share them on your Facebook page and tag us, or 
post them on our Facebook wall, in the comment section for each day.
Let’s start this 40-day spiritual journey together, sharing glimpses of our lives with one another. Let this 
be an intentional time, even for a few minutes a day, to pause, to repent, to remember and reflect.
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Saint Andrew of Crete was born 
to parents George and Gregoria 
in the year 660 AD.  His parents 
were troubled as from infancy he 
was mute and did not speak.  At the 
age of seven when his parents took 
him to church and he communed 
of the Holy Mysteries of Christ, he 
was given the gift of speech, and 
from that day onward he earnestly 
began to study Holy Scripture 
and dedicated himself through 
education to come nearer to God.

As he grew and studied, he realized 
it was not possible to gain a deep 
understanding of the divinity of God 
while living in the secular world, 
and therefore, he beseeched his 
parents to permit him to enter the 
church.  Following his wishes, his 
parents took him to Jerusalem 
and presented him to Patriarch 
Theodore, dedicating him to the 
Church of the Life-Giving Tomb (Holy 
Sepulchre).  Under the Patriarch’s 
guidance the young man grew in 
virtue.  St. Andrew was tonsured 
a monastic at the Monastery of St. 
Savvas.  Soon after the Patriarch 
ordained him as a Deacon, and 
later an Archdeacon.  For the 
following decade St. Andrew lived 
at St. Savvas monastery, where 
he surpassed all the elders in his 
monastic austerity and humility, 
becoming an example to the others.
While at the monastery St. Andrew 
contemplated that the hymns 
of the Church, while beautiful, 
need to focus more on the 
sinfulness of humanity and the 
required repentance.  Therefore, 
he composed many canons for 
liturgical services, which are 

changed during Matins.

St. Andrew is best known for the 
Great Canon (the Great Canon of 
Repentance).  It draws examples 
from the Old and New Testaments 
elucidating the need for repentance.

St. Andrew was appointed as 
Archdeacon at Hagia Sophia in 
Constantinople, where he cared for 
orphans, and offered hospice care 
for the elderly.  Over the years he 
built larger areas to house and feed 
the needy, and his fame and respect 
grew over the years, leading to his 
being ordained as Metropolitan of 
Gortyna in Crete.  As Metropolitan, 
he took great care of his flock 
– ensuring all were nourished 
physically and spiritually.  He built, 
and renovated churches, fed the 
hungry, housed the homeless, 
welcomed the stranger, consoled 
the sorrowing, and clothed the 
naked. 

St. Andrew is also known for 
performing miracles.  Once when 
Crete was besieged by invaders, 
the attackers turned and fled 
through the intersessions of St. 
Andrew.  In another instance, as the 
land faced famine through drought, 
the crops wilting in the heat of the 
sun, St. Andrew begged that God 
send relief before the people lose 
hope, and it immediately rained.
Returning from travels one day, his 
ship dropped anchor in Mitylene.  
When he asked the name of the 
port, he realized this was the place 
he would repose in the Lord.  He 
was buried in the Church of Saint 
Anastasia.  His relics were later 

transferred to Constantinople and 
today are found in many places 
throughout the world.

The Canon of St. Andrew of Crete 
is prayed during Great Lent.  In it 
we are given a Biblical experience 
of repentance, a contrite heart, and 
the difficult but necessary of the 
“old, dead man” and putting on of 
the “New Adam”, in Christ Jesus.

Apolytikion of Andrew the 
Hymnographer - Fourth Tone
A model of faith and the image of 
gentleness, the example of your life 
has shown you forth to your sheep-
fold to be a master of temperance. 
You obtained thus through being 
lowly, gifts from on high, and riches 
through poverty. Andrew, our father 
and priest of priests, intercede with 
Christ our God that He may save our 
souls.

Kontakion of Andrew the 
Hymnographer - Second Tone
While trumpeting forth the songs 
of God with clarity, thou also didst 
prove a blazing light for all the world, 
O most righteous Andrew, who 
shonest with the light of the Trinity. 
Wherefore, we all cry out to thee: 
Cease not to entreat the Master for 
us all.

ST. ANDREW OF CRETE (OF JERUSALEM) ON FASTING
8. I speak not, indeed, of such a fast 
as most persons keep, but of real 
fasting; not merely an abstinence 
from meats; but from sins too. For 
the nature of a fast is such, that it 
does not suffice to deliver those 
who practice it, unless it be done 
according to a suitable law.(8) 
“For the wrestler,” it is said, “is not 
crowned unless he strive lawfully.”(9) 
To the end then, that when we have 
gone through the labor of fasting, 
we forfeit not the crown of fasting, 
we should understand how, and 
after what manner, it is necessary 
to conduct this business; since 
that Pharisee also fasted,(10) but 
afterwards went down empty, and 
destitute of the fruit of fasting. The 
Publican fasted not; and yet he was 
accepted in preference to him who 
had fasted; in order that thou mayest 
learn that fasting is unprofitable, 
except all other duties follow with it. 
The Ninevites fasted, and won the 
favor of God.(1) The Jews, fasted 
too, and profited nothing, nay, they 
departed with blame.(2) Since then 
the danger in fasting is so great to 
those who do not know how they 
ought to fast, we should learn the 
laws of this exercise, in order that we 
may not “run uncertainly,” nor “beat 
the air,” nor while we are fighting 
contend with a shadow. Fasting is 
a medicine; but a medicine, though 
it be never so profitable, becomes 
frequently useless owing to the 
unskillfulness of him who employs 
it. For it is necessary to know, 
moreover, the time when it should be 
applied, and the requisite quantity 
of it; and the temperament of body 
that admits it; and the nature of the 
country, and the season of the year; 
and the corresponding diet; as well 

as various other particulars; any of 
which, if one overlooks, he will mar 
all the rest that have been named. 
Now if, when the body needs 
healing, such exactness is required 
on our part, much more ought we, 
when our care is about the soul, 
and we seek to heal the distempers 
of the mind, to look, and to search 
into every particular with the utmost 
accuracy.

9. Let us see then how the 
Ninevites fasted, and how they 
were delivered from that wrath--”Let 
neither man nor beast, herd nor 
flock, taste anything,”(3) saith (the 
prophet). What sayest thou? Tell 
me--must even the irrational things 
fast, and the horses and the mules 
be covered with sackcloth? “Even 
so,” he replies. For as when, at 
the decease of some rich man, the 
relatives clothe not only the men 
servants and maid servants, but 
the horses also with sackcloth, and 
give orders that they should follow 
the procession to the sepulcher, 
led by their grooms; thus signifying 
the greatness of the calamity, 
and inviting all to pity; thus also, 
indeed, when that city was about 
to be destroyed, even the irrational 
nature was enveloped in sackcloth, 
and subjected to the yoke of 
fasting. “It is not possible,” saith 
he, “that irrational creatures should 
learn the wrath of God by means 
of reason; let them be taught by 
means of fasting, that this stroke 
is of divine infliction. For if the city 
should be overturned, not only 
would it be one common sepulcher 
for us, the dwellers therein, but 
for these likewise. Inasmuch then 
as these would participate in the 
punishment, let them also do so in 
the fast. But there was yet another 

thing which they aimed at in this act, 
which the prophets also are wont to 
do. For these, when they see some 
dreadful chastisement proceeding 
from heaven, and those who are 
to be punished without anything 
to say for themselves;--laden with 
shame,--unworthy of the least 
pardon or excuse:--not knowing 
what to do, nor from whence they 
may procure an advocacy for the 
condemned, they have recourse to 
the things irrational; and describing 
their death in tragical fashion, 
they make intercession by them, 
putting forward as a plea their 
pitiable and mournful destruction. 
When therefore, aforetime, famine 
had seized upon the Jews, and 
a great drought oppressed their 
country, and all things were being 
consumed, one of the prophets 
spoke thus, “The young heifers 
leaped in their stalls; the herds of 
oxen wept, because there was no 
pasture; all the cattle of the field 
looked upward to Thee, because 
the streams of waters were dried 
up.”(4) Another prophet bewailing 
the evils of drought again speaks to 
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this effect: “The hinds calved in the 
fields and forsook it, because there 
was no grass. The wild asses did 
stand in the forests; they snuffed 
up the wind like a dragon; their 
eyes did fail, because there was 
no grass.”(5) Moreover, ye have 
heard Joel saying to-day, “Let the 
bridegroom go forth of his chamber, 
and the bride out of her closet;--the 
infants that suck the breast.”(6) For 
what reason, I ask, does he call so 
immature an age to supplication? 
Is it not plainly for the very same 
reason? For since all who have 
arrived at the age of manhood, 
have inflamed and provoked God’s 
wrath, let the age, saith he, which is 
devoid of transgressions supplicate 
Him who is provoked.

10. But, as I said before, we may 
see what it was that dissolved such 
inexorable wrath. Was it, forsooth, 
fasting only and sackcloth? We say 
not so; but the change of their whole 
life. Whence does this appear? From 
the very language of the prophet. 
For he who hath discoursed of the 
wrath of God, and of their fasting, 
(7) himself too, when speaking of 
the reconciliation, and teaching 
us the cause of the reconciliation, 
speaks to this effect; “And God 
saw their works.”(8) What kind of 
works? That they had fasted? That 
they had put on sackcloth? Nothing 
of the sort: but passing all these 
points in silence, he adds, “That 
they turned everyone from their evil 
ways, and the Lord repented of the 
evil that He had said He would do 
unto them.” Seest thou, that fasting 
did not rescue from this danger, 
but it was the change of life, which 
rendered God propitious and kind 
to these barbarians?

11. I have said these things, not that 
we may disparage fasting, but that 
we may honor fasting; for the honor 
of fasting consists not in abstinence 
from food, but in withdrawing from 
sinful practices; since he who limits 
his fasting only to an abstinence 
from meats, is one who especially 
disparages it. Dost thou fast? Give 
me proof of it by thy works! Is it said 
by what kind of works? If thou seest 
a poor man, take pity on him! If thou 
seest in enemy, be reconciled to 
him! If thou seest a friend gaining 
honor, envy him not If thou seest a 
handsome woman, pass her by! For 
let not the mouth only fast, but also 
the eye, and the ear, and the feet, 
and the hands, and all the members 
of our bodies. Let the hands fast, by 
being pure from rapine and avarice. 
Let the feet fast, by ceasing from 
running to the unlawful spectacles. 
Let the eyes fast, being taught 
never (1) to fix themselves rudely 
upon handsome countenances, or 
to busy themselves with strange 
beauties. For looking is the food of 
the eyes, but if this be such as is 
unlawful or forbidden, it mars the 
fast; and upsets the whole safety 
of the soul; but if it be lawful and 
safe, it adorns fasting. For it would 
be among things the most absurd 
to abstain from lawful food because 
of the fast, but with the eyes to 
touch even what is forbidden. 
Dost thou not eat flesh? Feed not 
upon lasciviousness by means 
of the eyes. Let the ear fast also. 
The fasting of the ear consists in 
refusing to receive evil speakings 
and calumnies. “Thou shalt not 
receive a false report,”(2) it says.

12. Let the mouth too fast from 
disgraceful speeches and railing. 

For what doth it profit if we abstain 
from birds and fishes;(3) and yet 
bite and devour our brethren? 
The evil speaker eateth the flesh 
of his brother, and biteth the body 
of his neighbor. Because of this 
Paul utters the fearful saying, “If 
ye bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye be not consumed 
one of another.”(4) Thou hast not 
fixed thy teeth in the flesh, but 
thou hast fixed the slander in the 
soul, and inflicted the wound of evil 
suspicion; thou hast harmed, in a 
thousand ways, thyself and him, 
and many others, for in slandering 
a neighbor thou hast made him 
who listens to the slander worse;(5) 
for should he be a wicked man, he 
becomes more careless when he 
finds a partner in his wickedness; 
and should he be a just man, he is 
lifted to arrogance, and puffed up; 
being led on by the sin of others 
to imagine great things concerning 
himself. Besides, (6) thou hast 
struck at the common welfare of the 
Church; for all those who hear not 
only accuse the supposed sinner, 
but the reproach is fastened on the 
Christian community; neither dost 
thou hear the unbelievers saying, 
“Such a person is a fornicator, 
or a libertine;” but instead of the 
individual who hath sinned, they 
accuse all Christians. In addition to 
this, (7) thou hast caused the glory 
of God to be blasphemed; for as 
His Name is glorified when we have 
good report, so when we sin, it is 
blasphemed and insulted!

St. John Chrysostom

From Homily III, Twenty-One 
Homilies on the Statues

In the weeks of Great Lent, while 
some Christians choose to abstain 
from meats and dairy products, to 
instead find nourishment through 
vegan meals, others do not have 
that option.  They cannot choose 
to eat fruits and vegetables, while 
abstaining from non-lenten fare, 
because they have neither. 

Traveling to Kyiv Ukraine, His 
Eminence Archbishop Daniel, 
Ruling Hierarch of the Western 
Eparchy of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the USA, along with V. 
Rev. Taras Naumenko, pastor of St. 
Vladimir Cathedral, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, with the blessing of 
His Eminence Metropolitan Antony, 
Prime Hierarch of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the USA and 
Diaspora, joined the charitable 
outreach program (Soup Kitchen 
Ministry) of the Orthodox Church 
of Ukraine, with the blessing of His 
Beatitude Metropolitan Epifaniy. 

Even though the calendar had 
already marked Spring, the days 

were still chilly, and the nighttime 
temperatures dipped well below 
freezing.  Into this cold dark night 
traveled a shining white van filled 
with food, and hope.  Setting up a 
food-station in the middle of Kyiv, 
the capital city of Ukraine, the 
occupants prepared to feed those 
who were hungry – physically, and 
spiritually.

With the assistance of Roman 
Kholodov, Ivan Mychko, Deacon 

Ivan Tsiko, Vitaliy Fernati and 
Deacon Andriy Sydor; Archbishop 
Daniel and Fr. Taras got busy 
caring for the needs of those who 
slowly and carefully made their 
way towards the van, like moths to 
a flame, nearing the bright point of 
hope, in search of warmth and life 
sustaining nourishment.

As a crowd gathered around His 
Eminence, he began by reciting 
a prayer.  Everyone bowed their 
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heads, and even in the cold, the 
men reached up and gingerly 
removed their caps.  As the food 
items were sorted and prepared 
for distribution, Archbishop Daniel 
spent a few moments feeding the 
souls of those around him.  He 
looked each person in the eye, 
giving them worth, acknowledging 
their existence, and expressing his 
concern for their welfare.  Their initial 
hesitation soon melted away, and 
the people struck up conversations 
with him, expressing their gratitude, 
asking for prayers for loved ones, 
and showering him with blessings.

Over the next few hours, more 
than 200 individuals were cared for 
and fed.  Some gratefully took the 
package of eggs, sandwich, and 
porridge, immediately devouring 
the food, their hunger clearly 
evident by the urgency of their 
actions.  Others, quietly walked 
away and nibbled on the corner of 
the sandwich, squirreling the rest 
away to take home and share with 
a loved one. 

His Eminence sadly watched as 
the elderly grandmothers and 
grandfathers, who should have 
been comfortably sitting at home, 
warming their feet by a crackling 
fireplace with a warm cup of tea in 
their hands, surrounded by family, 
were in fact wondering through the 
dark cold streets in search of a kind 
soul who would share a crust of 
bread with them.

The need is great, and His 
Eminence was honored to have 
been able to assist these people on 
behalf of Metropolitan Antony, the 
clergy, and the faithful of the UOC 
of the USA, especially the members 

and supporters of the St. Andrew’s 
Ukrainian Orthodox Society, 
which regularly contribute to the 
philanthropic needs of the elderly, 
disabled, and disenfranchised in 
Ukraine and across the globe.

Consider donating to St. Andrew’s 
Society, and serving Christ, by 
serving others.

УПЦ США РАЗОМ ІЗ 
ПРАВОСЛАВНОЮ ЦЕРКВОЮ 
УКРАЇНИ НАДАЄ ДОПОМОГУ 
ПОТРЕБУЮЧИМ В СТОЛИЦІ 

УКРАЇНИ - КИЄВІ

Під час Великого посту, коли 
деякі християни вирішують 
утриматися від м’яса та 
молочних продуктів,харчуючись 
вегетаріанськими страви, - інші 
не мають такої можливості. 
Вони не можуть їсти фрукти та 
овочі, утримуючись від м’ясних 
та молочних продуктів, оскільки 
вони не мають ні того ні іншого.

Подорожуючи до Києва, Україна, 
В и с о к о п р е о с в я щ е н н і ш и й 
Архієпископ Даниїл, Правлячий 
Ієрарх Західної Єпархії 
Української Православної Церкви 
США, разом з протоієреєм 
Тарасом Науменко із Собору 
Св. Володимира у Філадельфії, 
Пенсильванія, з благословення 
В и с о к о п р е о с в я щ е н н і ш о г о 
Митрополита Антонія, 
Предстоятеля Української 
Православної Церкви США 
та Діаспори, долучилися до 
благодійної програми (Благодійна 
їдальня) Православної Церкви 
України, з благословення 
Блаженнішого Митрополита 
Епіфанія – Предстоятеля 
Православної Церкви України.

Незважаючи на те, що на 
календарі вже весна, дні все 
ще були прохолодними, а 
температура вночі опускалася 
значно нижче нуля. Саме у цю 
холодну темну ніч проїхав білий 
автобус, наповнений їжею та 
надією. Розклавши місце видачі 
харчів в центрі Києва, столиці 
України, усе підготували для того 
щоб нагодувати усіх потребуючих 
- фізично та духовно.

З допомогою Івана Мичка, Диякона 
Івана Ціко, Романа Холодова, 
Віталія Фернаті та Диякона Андрія 
Сидора, Архієпископ Даниїл та о. 
Тарас також потурбувались про 
тих, хто обережно пробирався до 
автобуса, наближаючись до своєї 
маленької надії, шукаючи тепла 
та поживи, що підтримує життя.

Коли натовп людей 
зібрався навколо Його 
Високопреосвященства, він 
розпочав читання молитви. Усі 
схилили голови, і не зважаючи 
на мороз чоловіки потягнулись 
і обережно зняли шапки. 
Коли сортували та готували 
продукти харчування до роздачі, 
Архієпископ Даниїл кілька 
хвилин годував душі оточуючих. 
Він дивився кожній людині в 
очі, тим самим висловлюючи 
свою турботу про їх добробут. 
Невпевненість та вагання 
людей незабаром зникли, і люди 
зав’язали розмову, висловивши 
свою подяку, просячи молитов за 
дорогих їм людей та обсипаючи 
його благословеннями.

Протягом наступних кількох годин 

вдалось нагодували понад 200 
осіб. Дехто з вдячністю брали 
пакунок з яйцями, бутербродами 
та кашею, і відразу з’їдаючи 
все, можна було побачити на 
скільки голодними вони були. 
Інші тихенько відійшовши, з’їдали 
частину бутерброда, ховали 
решту, щоб забрати додому і 
поділитися з дорогою їм людиною.

Його Високопреосвященство з 
сумом спостерігав, як літні бабусі 
та дідусі, яким було б зручніше 
сидіти вдома, гріючись біля 
потріскуючого каміна з теплою 
чашкою чаю в руках, в оточенні 
рідних, насправді блукали 
темними холодними вулицями 
у пошуках доброї душі, яка б 
поділилася з ними скоринкою 
хліба.

Потреба велика, і Його 
Високопреосвященство мав змогу 
та честь допомогти цим людям 
від імені Митрополита Антонія, 
духовенства та вірних УПЦ США, 
особливо членів та меценатів 
Українського Православного 
Товариства Святого Андрія, які 
регулярно сприяють благодійним 
потребам людей похилого віку, 
інвалідів та недієздатних в Україні 
та у всьому світі.

Подумайте над тим, щоб 
пожертвувати Товариству Св. 
Андрія та послужити Христу, 
служачи ближнім навколо нас.

Photos by Deacon Andriy Sydor
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As the faithful arrived at the St. 
Andrew Memorial Church in South 
Bound Brook, New Jersey, at the 
Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the USA, the 
bells began to toll announcing the 
10th hour, and the start of Divine 
Liturgy. 

Walking up to venerate the icon 
located in the center of the church 
upon the Tetrapod, the faithful were 
reminded of the day, as the icon 
represented the Final Judgement.  
This day, the 6th of March 2021, 
was the Saturday before Meatfare 
Sunday, and a day when all 
Orthodox Christians worldwide 
commemorate and pray for the 
peaceful repose of those who have 
fallen asleep in the Lord.  On one 
side of the icon stood a large round 
loaf of bread, representing the 
eternity of the Risen Lord; while on 
the other side stood a bowl of kolivo 
(a wheat porridge traditionally 
served at memorial services).

With His Eminence Metropolitan 
Antony, Ruling Hierarch of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
USA in attendance, His Eminence 
Archbishop Daniel, Ruling Hierarch 
of the Western Eparchy, celebrated 
the Divine Liturgy.  Con-celebrating 
with him were a number of local 
priests – V. Rev. Yurij Siwko, pastor 
of the St. Andrew Memorial Church; 
V. Rev. Orest Poukhalksii, pastor 
of St.s Peter and Paul parishes in 
Millville, NJ and Glen Spey, NY; V. 
Rev. Vitaliy Pavlykivskiy of All Saints 
Parish, New York, NY; Rev. Vasyl 
Pasakas of Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin parish in South Plainfield, 
NJ and the Three Holy Hierarchs 
and Deacon Myroslav Mykytyuk of 
St. Sophia Seminary, South Bound 
Brook, NJ.

As the Memorial Church choir, under 
the direction of Dr. Michael Andrec, 
sang the hymns and prayers, their 
voices descended upon the faithful 
below, surrounding them with a 
sense of peace and harmony.  

Among the parishioners of the 
parish, were also many out-of-town 
visitors who had traveled hundreds 
of miles to participate and in today’s 
celebration.  For in addition to the 
day being a Memorial Saturday, 
today was a major celebration 
and a milestone in the growth of 
the Church, as during this Divine 
Liturgy, a much-loved student of 
the St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox 
Theological Seminary, Subdeacon 
Mykola Zomchak, would be 
ordained into the Deaconate of the 
Church.

Apropos to this occasion, the day’s 
Reading was from the Gospel of 
Luke (21:8-9, 25-27, 33-36), with 
Christ instructing His Disciples to be 
wary and not trust or follow anyone 
other than Himself.  He warned 
them of wars and difficulties and 
instructed them not to be afraid.  The 
strong voice of recently ordained 
Deacon Myroslav Mykytyuk shared 
the warning of Christ with all those 
listening:

“But take heed to yourselves, lest 
your hearts be weighed down with 
carousing, drunkenness, and cares 
of this life, and that Day come on 
you unexpectedly.  For it will come 
as a snare on all those who dwell on 
the face of the whole earth.  Watch 
therefore, and pray always that you 
may be counted worthy to escape 
all these things that will come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son 
of Man.” (Luke 21: 34-36)

In his sermon, His Eminence 
Archbishop Daniel expounded on 
the deep meaning of this day.  He 
began by explaining about the Kolivo 
(wheat porridge) located in the 
middle of the nave.  His Eminence 
explained that this traditional dish 
is highly symbolic.  In addition to 
water, it is mainly composed of 
three elements – wheat, raisins (or 
other fruit), honey (or sugar).

The wheat is symbolic of Christ and 
Life Everlasting, for in the Gospel 
it states, that “unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains by itself alone.  But, if 
it dies, it bears much fruit.” (John 
12:24)  And so, a human must also 
die spiritually, and arise in Christ to 
bare much fruit.

The fruit symbolizes the Gifts of the 
Grace of the Holy Spirit which we 
received upon our Baptism.

The honey/sugar reminds of the 
eternal heavenly life to which we 
are all called to, and to which we 
prepare ourselves throughout our 
lives.

As we commemorate our departed 
loved ones, we remember not 
only their kindness to us, but, their 

determination and sacrifice to 
preserve Christ’s Church.  Even 
through difficult times, wars, 
persecutions, etc. they remained 
faithful to their Baptismal vows, 
choosing to live a holy and righteous 
life.

His Eminence continued, that it is in 
this same vein that the deacon of 
the Church serves, through fidelity, 
devoting his entire life to Christ.  
The first deacons were martyrs, 
who lived the Gospel of Christ 
onto their earthly deaths.  Clergy 
are called to devote themselves 
to Christ unconditionally, even if it 
means personal loss, continually 
defending the truth of Christ, and 
preaching the Holy Gospel.

Archbishop Daniel compared the 
deacon to a surgical nurse.  While 
the surgeon has been trained to 
perform the operation, the nurse is 
right beside them in the operating 
room, working hard to provide them 
the tools, and the assistance they 
need to save the life before them.  
Just so, is the Deacon’s role, in 

assisting the clergy to save the lives 
and souls of the faithful who come 
to them for assistance.

His Eminence stated that today 
those present will be present at the 
ordination of Subdeacon Mykola 
Zomchak to the Holy Deaconate, 
and as we pray that the Lord guide 
the hands of the surgeon, we 
too must pray that the Lord guide 
the hands of the clergy.  Vladyka 
asked that everyone join in praying 
for the hands, the head and the 
entire being of the young man who 
before them will be approaching 
God and dedicating himself to His 
service.  With this final request for 
prayer, Archbishop Daniel returned 
to the Altar and the Divine Liturgy 
continued.

As the people bowed their heads 
and joined in praying not only for 
themselves and their loved ones, 
they also fervently prayed for the 
wellbeing, strength, wisdom, and 
dedication of the young man who 
had accepted the call, and chosen 
the path less traveled that leads to 
the narrow gate.
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At the completion of the Anaphora, 
as the Hymn to the Theotokos was 
being sung, Subdeacon Mykola 
emerged from the alter, and flanked 
by two of his seminary brothers, 
Subdeacon Ihor Protsak (who 
would soon also be ordained into 
the Holy Deaconate), and Pavlo 
Vysotskyi, headed to the back of 
the church to stand in the narthex.

Within moments, from the Altar was 
heard, “Command!”  At the directive 
Subdeacon fell onto his knees and 
bowed towards the Altar.  Rising 
to his feet, the two seminarians 
grasped him by his elbows and led 
him forward.  Again, was heard, 
“Command!”, and the young man 
once again fell to his knees and 
bowed in the middle of the Nave.  
Once again, rising, he was led 
forward to the Royal Gates, where 
“Command!” was heard for a third 
time, and the subdeacon once 
again fell to his knees and bowed 
to the ground, before the very Altar 
and presence of Christ Himself.

Rising to his feet, he stepped 
gingerly through the Royal Gates 
and kneeled before His Eminence 
Archbishop Daniel who was seated 
at the northwest corner of the Altar 
Table, to receive his blessing.  
Once again, he arose to his feet, 
this time two priests came to stand 
at his side, and taking him by his 
arms they led him around the Table, 
pausing at each corner to allow 
Subdeacon Mykola to kiss the 
table.  Returning to His Eminence, 
he once again bowed before him 
kissing his hand and epigonation 
epigonation (palitsa).  The palitsa, 
which is the diamond shaped 
article hanging below the bishop’s 
knee, holds a dual meaning. First, it 

denotes the celebrant as a “soldier” 
of Christ. Second, it symbolizes the 
Word of God, fighting the wiles of 
the enemy.  A second set of priests 
stepped up and led the subdeacon  
once again around the Altar Table, 
and then a third set escorted 
him a third time, releasing him to 
stand before the Altar Table.  His 
Eminence arose, as Subdeacon 
Mykola prostrated three times 
before Christ, and then settled on 
his knees at the southwest corner 
of the Table, placing his right hand 
over his left upon the corner, with 
his head humbly resting upon his 
hands. 

Placing his own hands atop of 
the candidate’s head, Archbishop 
Daniel read the Prayer of Ordination:

“O God our Savior, who by Your 
incorruptible voice did appoint 
unto Your Apostles the law of the 
Diaconate, and did manifest the 
first Martyr, Stephen, to be of the 
same; and did proclaim him the first 
who should exercise the office of a 
Deacon, as it is written in Your Holy 
Gospel, “Whosoever desires to be 
first among you, let him be your 
servant”: Do Thou, O Master of all, 
fill also this Your servant, whom 
Thou hast graciously permitted 
to enter upon the ministry of a 

Deacon, with all faith, and love, and 
power, and holiness, through the 
inspiration of Your Holy and Life-
Giving Spirit; for not through the 
laying-on of my hands, but through 
the visitation of Your rich bounties, is 
Grace bestowed upon Your worthy 
ones; that he, being devoid of all 
sin, may stand blameless before 
Thee in the awesome Day of Your 
Judgment, and receive the unfailing 
reward of Your promise. For Thou 
art our God, and unto Thee are due 
all glory, honor, and worship, to the 
Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages, Amen.”

As the Archbishop was praying, and 
the Lord was acting, all the people 
present, clergy and laity, raised their 
voices and repeatedly sang “Lord 
have mercy! Господи помилуй!”

As the prayers were completed, 
newly ordained Deacon Mykola 
slowly rose to his feet and stepped 
to the side.  Archbishop Daniel took 
each piece of the new deacon’s 
vestments, blessed them and 
presented them to the people 
before placing them upon the new 
deacon.

First was the orarion, which is 
the deacon’s stole that is draped 
over his left shoulder allowing him 
to raise the front portion with his 
right hand, like a raised angel’s 
wing, while reading the litanies, 
and performing other tasks.  As 
His Eminence stepped forward 
and raised the orarion before the 
people, he exclaimed “Axios!” and 
the people replied, “Axios! Worthy!  
Гідний!”

Next Vladyka presented the cuffs, 
which remind the deacon that he 
serves by the power and Grace of 

God, not on his own merit, and are 
a symbol of the bonds that tied the 
Savior’s hands during His Passion.  
The cuffs were followed by a the 
censer, followed by the Service 
Book, from which the Deacon will 
read the prayers during the services.  
The final object His Eminence 
presented the people was a ripida/
church fan. The ceremonial fan 
is used during processions, and 
always stands by the Holy Table.  
This fan depicts the six-winged 
Seraphim, and was presented to 
the Deacon because he now, like 
the Seraphim, serves as an angel 
at the Altar Table of God.

At last Archbishop Daniel, took 
Deacon Mykola by the hand and 
led him forward to present him to 
the people, as they exclaimed, 
Axios!  Axios!  Axios!  His Eminence 
gestured for the new deacon to 
step down into the nave and share 
this special moment with his wife, 
Maria.  Exchanging a warm hug 
with her, he quickly returned to the 
Altar, took up the ripida and held 
it over the Gifts as His Eminence 
fell to his knees before them and 
prayed the Lord’s Prayer.

After the Communion of the Clergy, 
the Royal Gates opened, and newly 
ordained Deacon Mykola stepped 
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out onto the solea holding in his 
hands the Chalice containing 
the very Body and Blood of our 
Savior.  One can only imagine the 
emotions of the young man as he 
held in his hands the most sacred 
thing upon the Earth.  Having 
recited the Communion Prayer, His 
Eminence stepped up and took the 
Chalice from him and proceeded 
to distribute the Eucharist to the 
faithful.

After the Dismal prayers, His 
Eminence, along with all the clergy 
descended from the Altar to stand 
before the Tetrapod and on this 
Memorial Saturday pray a short 
Litiya for the peaceful repose 
of all the departed faithful, that 
the Lord in His mercy forgive all 
transgressions, and remember 
them all in His Kingdom.

“You Who with wisdom profound 
ordered all things with love for 
mankind and gives to all that which 
is for their benefit, O only Creator, 
give rest, O Lord, to the souls of 
Your servants, for they placed 
their hope in You, our Maker and 
Fashioner and God.”

With the final prayers, blessing the 
Kolivo and bread with Holy Water, 
His Eminence returned to the Altar 
as the choir sang Memory Eternal 
(Veechna Pamyat).

As the service concluded, His 
Eminence Metropolitan Antony 
stepped out onto the Ambon, 
and greeted the newly ordained 
Deacon Mykola, who stood 
humbly before him.  His Eminence 
reflected upon how long this day 
has been awaited and how he is 
moved that this young seminarian 
has heeded the Call of the Lord.

He reminded the young deacon 
to remember that on this day, 
the Grace of the Holy Spirit has 
descended upon him through the 
laying on of Archbishop Daniel’s 

hands.  He stated that it is precisely 
the Holy Spirit which has inspired 
him and led him along this path.  
The Grace which he already 
knew from the day of his baptism, 
from regularly participating in the 
Sacraments of the Church, this 
same Grace has now entered his 
heart, soul, and mind, and changed 
his life forever. 

His Eminence prayed that Deacon 
Mykola and his wife, Maria, grow 
stronger in love each day, as they 
take on these new responsibilities, 
and that as their love for one another 
grows, so will grow the love of the 
Deacon for all the people around 
him, until it becomes selfless, 
sacrificing, and expects nothing in 
return.

His Eminence Archbishop Daniel 
stepped up and presenting a 
Certificate of Ordination, read the 
words upon it stating that it was by 
the Grace of the Holy Spirit, on this 
day, having been deemed worthy, 
and granted the authority to assist 
in celebration and administration 
of the Holy Mysteries, before the 
people now stands Deacon Mykola, 
the newest Deacon in Church.

“Axios!  Axios!  Axios!,” exclaimed 
the clergy from the Altar.

Before concluding, Archbishop 
Daniel took a moment to address 
those who were not physically 
present and yet were hugely 
responsible for today’s celebration 
– the parents of Deacon Mykola 
and his wife.  The family members, 
who were in Ukraine, were avidly 
watching the proceedings which 
were being livestreamed via 
Facebook.
His Eminence addressed these 
people, who are the dearest in 
the lives of this young couple 
and thanked them for raising 
their children in the Church and 
placing them upon the path of 
righteousness.  Archbishop thanked 

them for sharing their son with the 
Church, and now when they next 
saw their son, they would no longer 
refer to him as “son” or “Mykola”, 
but, as “Otche”, for he was now a 
member of the clergy, and a branch 
in the Vineyard of the Lord.

Blushing, Deacon Mykola stepped 
up and first thanked the Lord 
for permitting him this honor of 
ordination.  He next thanked 
Metropolitan Antony, siting his 
wisdom and patience with him as 
he studied in the seminary.  He 
appreciated the Metropolitan’s 
continuous prayers, blessings, and 
wisdom which he shared with the 
pupils.  He next thanked Archbishop 
Daniel, who spent much time 
patiently training him, and teaching 
him the ways of Christ.  He was 
grateful for His Eminence’s shared 
wisdom, and mercy, and for being 
the true example of Christ to them 
all.

He continued by thanking all the 
instructors of St. Sophia Seminary, 
and all the clergy present at his 
ordination.  Then he turned to 
his wife, Maria, and thanked her 
for accepting to join him on this 
journey, and for being by his side, 
and shouldering the responsibility 
with him.  He next turned to the 
camera and thanked his parents 
for raising him with the fear of God, 
for supporting him, loving him, and 
mostly for daily praying for him.

He turned to his brother seminarians 
and thanked them as well for all 
the camaraderie, mutual learning, 
and support they give one another.  
Looking up, he thanked the choir 
members for singing so beautifully, 
then looking back to the faithful 
he thanked them for coming and 
supporting him on this special 
occasion.  Before finishing, Deacon 
Mykola, took a moment to thank 
his childhood parish, and priest 
who shared his wisdom with him.  
Finally, he looked at the camera 

and around him in the church, and 
thanked everyone who had joined 
in, and asked for their prayers and 
support as he grows in his new 
responsibilities.

Stepping up to the hierarchs, he 
gifted each a bouquet of roses, 
before turning to see the seminarians 
come up and congratulate him on 
his ordination.  As they presented 
him with roses, they assured him of 
their support and prayed the Lord 
grant him with good health, love, 
and patience, for many blessed 
years.

As the seminarians sang Mnohaya 
Lita, His Eminence Metropolitan 
Antony blessed everyone.  With 
smiles upon their faces, and spirits 
uplifted that a young man has joined 
the ranks of the Church, the faithful 
departed, with renewed hope and 
confidence that the Church will 
always remain strong and will 
continue to be the guiding light in 
their lives as they walk upon their 
own paths towards salvation.

That evening, standing in their 
prayer corners, hundreds joined in 
prayer, and following their hierarch’s 
request, they all as one, raised 
prayers for the wellbeing, growth, 
and wisdom of the newly ordained 
Deacon Mykola.  May the Lord 
continue to bless him with good 
health and guide him on his journey.  
Axios!  Axios!  Axios!!!

Photos by Subdeacon Pavlo 
Vysotskyi
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On a brilliantly sunny Saturday, 
the 13th of March, as the bells of 
the St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox 
Memorial Church rang out loudly, 
calling the faithful to prayer, people 
were seen scurrying up the steps 
and entering through the doors into 
the golden light that emanated from 
within the holy space.

Being the final weekend before 
the start of Great Lent, it was also 
“Forgiveness” weekend, and the 
weekend when Orthodox Christians 
remembered the expulsion of Adam 
and Eve from Paradise, as well as 
commemorated the “Venerable 
Fathers, lit up with Great Deeds.”

Apropos to the celebration, the 
faithful were rushing to the church, 
returning in a sense to Paradise 
on Earth, coming closer to God 
through their participation in the 
Divine Liturgy.

As they neared the heavenly, they 
were also rewarded by being present 
at one of the Holy Sacraments of the 

Church, one which is reserved for 
only a few whom God has Himself 
called – ordination.  Being ordained 
into the Holy Diaconate through the 
laying on of hands of His Eminence 
Archbishop Daniel, Ruling Hierarch 
of the Western Eparchy of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
USA, was Subdeacon Ihor Protsak, 
graduate of the Saint Sophia 
Ukrainian Orthodox Theological 
Seminary.  The young subdeacon 
would be joining his two seminary 
brothers, who had themselves 
been recently ordained – Deacon 
Myroslav Mykytyuk and Deacon 
Mykola Zomchak. 

The Deacon is the third and lowest 
degree of the Holy Orders of clergy 
in the Orthodox Church, following 
the bishop and the presbyter. The 
deacons serve at the earthly Altar, 
as the angels serve around the 
heavenly Altar of God.

As the bells continued to toll, with 
His Eminence Metropolitan Antony, 
Prime Hierarch of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church of the USA and 
Diaspora, in attendance, Archbishop 
Daniel, flanked by visiting clergy 
emerged from the Altar and came 
to stand in the middle of the Nave, 
among the people. 

Standing in the nave, with the 
morning light pouring in through the 
windows, His Eminence’s golden 
vestments, embroidered with 
colorful cherubim and seraphim, 
warmly glowed adding to the angelic 
ambiance of the day.  Entering into 
this warm golden light, Subdeacon 
Ihor’s snow white vestments 
seemed to glimmer and glow as he 
approached Archbishop Daniel to 
hold the service book from which 
His Eminence read.

Bordered by visiting clergy:  V. Rev. 
Fr. Yurij Siwko, V. Rev. Fr. Peter 
Levko, V. Rev. Fr. Vitalii Pavlykivsky, 
V. Rev. Fr. Orest Poukhalsky, V. 
Rev. Fr. Milorad Orlic, Rev. Fr. 
Vasyl Pasakas, Rev. Fr. Vasyl 
Shak, Rev. Philip Harendza, Rev. 
Fr. Oleg Kravchenko, Rev. Fr. 

Richard Jendras, Deacon Myroslav 
Mykytyuk and Deacon Mykola 
Zomchak. His Eminence blessed 
the faithful, and then in pairs 
blessed the clergy who retreated 
to the Altar, leaving the Archbishop 
standing alone in the center of the 
Nave. 

At the Small Entrance the clergy 
came and stood on either side of 
Archbishop Daniel, as Deacon 
Myroslav Mykytyuk presented the 
Holy Gospel.  As the deacon bowed 
to His Eminence, he returned to the 
Altar, as Vladyka Daniel, blessing 
the faithful, led the clergy in singing 
“Come, let us worship and bow 
down before Christ. Save us, O 
Son of God”.  The deep male voices 
echoed through the church, the 
meaningful words floating through 
the air, as the choir repeated them 
in an angelic polyphony, which left 
the faithful with goosebumps as the 
loudly song prayer thinned the line 
between the earthly and heavenly 
domains.

As the clergy, choir, and faithful 
sang, “Holy God, Holy Mighty, 
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us,” 
Subdeacon Ihor emerged from 
the Altar to stand in the middle of 
the Nave, from where he loudly 
and clearly read the day’s Epistle 
Reading.

The Gospel (Matthew 6:1-13) was 
read in Ukrainian language by 
recently ordained Deacon Myroslav 
Mykytyuk, and in English language 
by Deacon Mykola Zomchak, who 
was himself ordained to the Holy 
Diaconate only the previous week.

At the conclusion of the Gospel 
Reading, Archbishop Daniel 

stepped out onto the ambon to 
speak to those gathered before him 
in the church, as well as to those 
watching via their mobile devices.

His Eminence recalled an incident 
from many years before, when he 
was yet a deacon of the Church.  
He had traveled to assist a nearby 
parish during Sunday Liturgy, and 
on the way home had stopped by 
a gas station to fill up the tank.  
As he approached the clerk at the 
window to pay, he felt someone 
staring at him.  He glanced to the 
side and met the eyes of a woman 
who was intently looking at him.  As 
she did not say anything, he turned 
his attention back to the clerk, but, 
could not focus because the woman 
continued to stare at him.  Feeling 
uncomfortable under her gaze, he 
once again turned to her, and this 
time she spoke.  “What kind of 
a preacher are you?” she asked 
him.  He thought for a moment, 
and replied “a good one, I hope,” to 
which she replied, “I hope so.”  With 
those words she turned and walked 
away.  The clerk chuckled and the 
moment passed.  Or had it?  Driving 
home, her words kept coming back 

to him.  Over the following days he 
pondered the question.  “What kind 
of preacher are you?”

The question is valid for all of us, 
as we are all assigned the task of 
preaching to the world, bringing 
them knowledge of Christ.  What 
kind of preachers are we?  What 
makes a good preacher?

His Eminence continued by stating 
that in order to be a good preacher, 
one must first be a good listener.

We need to listen not only with our 
ears to the words spoken to us, but, 
with our eyes, to look into the eyes 
of the speaker and see the pain 
hidden there, and with our hearts, 
to see the anguish of the soul of the 
one who stands before us.  Before 
we can preach to them, we need 
to truly feel their pain, for only then 
will we be able to relate to them, 
and share a message to which 
they will be receptive and that will 
give them peace, and lead them 
towards salvation.
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Vladyka looked over to the Nelya, 
the wife of Subdeacon Ihor Protsak, 
and stated that he prays that she and 
her husband be truly good listeners 
– not only to jokes, or good news, 
but, to hear truly hear the people as 
they speak with pain in their eyes.  
Too often people look fine from the 
outside, but, on the inside their soul 
is being ripped apart.

His Eminence continued by stating 
that on this day we commemorate 
all the saints who were known for 
their good deeds throughout time.  
All the righteous men and women 
who had committed acts of charity 
throughout the ages.  These saints 
did good, and taught others through 
their good actions. 

As parents hug and calm their 
children, so the saints, the Mother-
of-God, and God Himself embrace 
us and nurture us.

Following the example of all the 
saints, the deacon must see, must 
hear, and must act in the lives of the 
people in the name of Christ.

His Eminence next turned to look 
at the camera and took a moment 
to greet the family members of the 
young subdeacon, and his wife, 
thanking them for raising such 
good and God loving children who 
have come this day to sacrifice and 
dedicate themselves to God.  On 
behalf of Metropolitan Antony and 
himself, he expressed gratitude to 
the parents for nurturing and raising 
these two young people.  Today, as 
they stand before the Altar of God, 
they begin the sacred service of 
seeing, hearing, and acting in the 
name of God.

With this final and sobering thought, 
His Eminence returned to the Altar 
and Liturgy continued, as everyone 
still pondered what kind of preacher 
they were.  With the conclusion 
of the recitation of the Creed, His 
Eminence once again turned to the 
people saying, “The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God the Father, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.” 

At the conclusion of the Anaphora, 
with Christ physically present upon 
the Altar Table, Subdeacon Ihor 
Protsak stepped out of the altar, 
along with two brother seminarians, 
and went to stand in the narthex of 
the church. 

Within moments, from the Altar was 
heard, “Command!”  At the directive 
Subdeacon fell onto his knees and 
bowed towards the Altar.  Rising 
to his feet, the two seminarians 
grasped him by his elbows and led 
him forward.  Again, was heard, 
“Command!”, and the young man 
once again fell to his knees and 
bowed in the middle of the Nave.  

Rising up he was led forward to 
the Royal Gates, “Command, Holy 
Master, the one who presents 
himself before you!” echoed through 
the church, and the subdeacon 
entered through the Holy Gates and 
kneeled before Archbishop Daniel, 
who took a moment to give him 
counsel and bless him. 

The subdeacon rose and was 
escorted by the two deacons, who 
held him by his arms, around the 
Altar table, pausing as Subdeacon 
Ihor humbly kissed each corner 
of the table.   Returning to His 
Eminence, he once again bowed 
before him kissing his hand and 
epigonation epigonation (palitsa).  
The palitsa, which is the diamond 
shaped article hanging below 
the bishop’s knee, holds a dual 
meaning. First, it denotes the 
celebrant as a “soldier” of Christ. 
Second, it symbolizes the Word of 
God, fighting the wiles of the enemy.  
A set of priests stepped up and led 
the subdeacon once again around 
the Altar Table, and then a third time 
he was once again escorted by the 

two deacons who finally released 
him to stand before the Altar Table.  
His Eminence arose, as Subdeacon 
Ihor prostrated three times before 
Christ, and then walked over to 
receive the blessing of Metropolitan 
Antony, before settling down on 
his knees at the southwest corner 
of the Table, placing his right hand 
over his left upon the corner, with 
his head humbly resting upon his 
hands. 

Placing his own hands atop of 
the candidate’s head, Archbishop 
Daniel read the Prayer of Ordination:

“O God our Savior, by your immortal 
voice You established the office 
of the diaconate through Your 
Apostles and showed forth the First 
martyr Stephen whom You elected 
first to fulfill the work of a deacon.  
It is written in your holy Gospel, 
“whoever would be first among you, 
let him be your servant.” Lord of 
all fill this, Your servant, whom you 
have consented to enter the ministry 
of a deacon with the totality of faith, 
love, power, and sanctification by 
the descent of Your Holy and Life-
giving Spirit.  For not through the 
laying on of my hands, but by the 
divine visitation of your rich mercies 
grace is bestowed upon your worthy 
ones; that he, liberated from every 
sin, may stand blameless by You 
in the awesome Day of Judgment 
and receive the true reward of Your 
promise.  For You are our God, and 
to You we ascribe glory, together 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
now and always, and to the ages of 
ages.”

As the Archbishop was praying, 
and the Holy Spirit was acting, all 
the people present, clergy and laity, 
raised their voices and repeatedly 

sang “Lord have mercy! Господи 
помилуй!” adding their fervent 
prayers to those of His Eminence.

As the prayers were completed, 
newly ordained Deacon Ihor slowly 
rose to his feet and stepped to 
the side.  Archbishop Daniel took 
each piece of the new deacon’s 
vestments, blessed them and 
presented them to the people, 
before placing them on the newly 
ordained Deacon.

First was the orarion, which is 
the deacon’s stole that is draped 
over his left shoulder allowing him 
to raise the front portion with his 
right hand, like a raised angel’s 
wing, while reading the litanies, 
and performing other tasks.  As 
His Eminence stepped forward 
and raised the orarion before the 
people, he exclaimed “Axios!” and 
the people replied, “Axios! Worthy!  
Гідний!”

Next Vladyka presented the cuffs, 
which remind the deacon that he 
serves by the power and Grace of 
God, not on his own merit, and are 
a symbol of the bonds that tied the 
Savior’s hands during His Passion.  
The cuffs were followed by the 
censer, followed by the Service 
Book, from which the Deacon will 
read the prayers during the services.  
The final object His Eminence 
presented the people was a ripida/
church fan. The ceremonial fan 
is used during processions, and 
always stands by the Holy Table.  
This fan depicts the six-winged 
Seraphim, and was presented to 
the Deacon because he now, like 
the Seraphim, serves as an angel 
at the Altar Table of God.

At last Archbishop Daniel, took 
Deacon Ihor by the hand and led 
him forward to present him to the 
people, as they exclaimed, Axios!  
Axios!  Axios!  His Eminence 
gestured for the new deacon to 
step down into the nave and share 
this special moment with his wife, 
Nelya.  Exchanging a warm hug 
with her, he quickly returned to the 
Altar, took up the ripida and held 
it over the Gifts as His Eminence 
fell to his knees before them and 
prayed the Lord’s Prayer.

As the Royal Gates closed, one 
could hear, “Holy Things are for the 
Holy!”  Having regularly partaken of 
the Eucharist, this was nonetheless 
the first time the young deacon 
would participate in the Communion 
of the Clergy.  The faithful, who 
stood, eagerly anticipating their turn 
to partake, thought how the young 
man must be feeling.  He must be 
going through a myriad of emotions 
at the honor of standing before God 
at the Altar Table.

As the Royal Gates swung open, 
Deacon Ihor emerged holding the 
Chalice containing the Body and 
Blood of Christ.  Archbishop Daniel 
recited the Communion Prayer, 
took the Chalice from the deacon, 
and proceeded to commune all the 
people who had been so patiently 
waiting.

With the conclusion of Divine 
Liturgy, the Dismissal Prayer 
having been read, His Eminence 
Metropolitan Antony emerged from 
the Altar to give his blessing to the 
people.  Coming to stand before 
him was Deacon Ihor, who humbly 
awaited to receive his Metropolitan’s 
blessing and counsel.
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His Eminence stated that yesterday 
evening he was moved to tears 
when he read the Gospel that was 
assigned for today.  He could not 
imagine a better reading for an 
ordination.  In the Gospel Christ 
speaks on how not to pray, and then 
instructs us how to pray by giving us 
the “Lord’s Prayer”.  We are not to 
show off, we are not merely appear 
pious, but, we are to pray from our 
very hearts, fervently and humbly.

Metropolitan Antony continued by 
stating that Christ speaks to us 
about hypocrisy.  Hypocrisy is the 
only time we see an angry reaction 
from our Lord in the Holy Gospel.  
It is when He is confronted by 
hypocrisy that He reacts with anger.  
Appropriately, the original meaning 
of “hypocrite” was “actor”, because 
these people are merely acting, 
putting on a show for others.

He continued by stating that the 
clergy must always remember 
that they are not actors, they are 
not performing before a group of 
people standing in church.  Their 
true audience is God, Himself, and 
it is to Him only that they offer the 
physical and spiritual aspects of 
their worship.

In the end it does not matter how 
grandly you cross yourself, how 
deeply you bow, nor how smoothly 
you swing the kadylo.  What matters 
is what comes from the depths of 
your heart and soul.  It easy for 
our minds to lose focus and to 
wonder during prayer, however, in 
everything he does, a deacon must 
allow the Grace of God to work 
within him, and through him, and 
into the lives of others.

When Christ instructed to allow the 
children to come to Him, He gave 
us an example of how we too ought 
to be fully attentive to the Lord.  
Innocent children can see right 
through false facades, and do not 
tolerate hypocrisy.  They shy away 
from people who seem less than 
honest or good.  We as adults often 
lose this sense of understanding of 
hypocrisy in ourselves and others.  
We pass judgment on everyone 
else, but seldom look at ourselves 
in the mirror, and realize our own 
hypocrisy. 

His Eminence instructed Deacon 
Ihor, that if he is uncomfortable in his 
service to the Lord, those entrusted 
to him will also be uncomfortable.  
Every word he speaks from this day 
forward, inspired by the Holy Spirit 
will be crucial to those around him.  
This does not mean that the deacon 
is any better than anyone else, 
however, it does mean that the Holy 
Spirit, through his ordination, will 
work to inspire him.

Gesturing towards Archbishop 
Daniel, Metropolitan Antony told 
Deacon Ihor that from this day 
forward into eternity, he has now 
entered into a relationship with 
the man who ordained him.  He is 
to come to Archbishop Daniel for 
advice and counsel.  In moments 
of weakness, His Eminence will lift 
him up; in moments of confusion, 
His Eminence will clear things 
up; and in moments of sadness, 
His Eminence will cheer him.  He 
instructed the deacon to remember 
that even when he becomes a 
priest, he is not to live on his own, 
trying to be independent, for even 
priests need priests.

Metropolitan Antony turned to the 
camera and thanked the parents 
who were watching from Ukraine, 
for the gift of their remarkable son, 
who years to serve Christ and 
His Church.  He also thanked the 
parents of the deacon’s wife, Nelya, 
who also willingly has chosen to 
follow the Lord, and pull the yoke 
alongside her ordained husband.

His Eminence concluded with a 
blessing, “May the Grace of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the 
Love of God the Father, and the 
Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you always.”

At this moment, the Metropolitan 
was joined by Archbishop 
Daniel who read and presented 
the Certificate of Ordination to 
the Diaconate to Deacon Ihor.  
Accepting the certificate, Deacon 
Ihor addressed the hierarchs, 
first thanking the Lord, and then 
thanking them for their selfless 
dedication to him and the faithful 
of the Church.  He explained how 
he valued their patience with him, 
the knowledge they have imparted 
to him, and the example they have 
provided for him to follow.  With 
these words he presented each a 
lovely bouquet of roses.

He then continued to thank the St. 
Sophia Seminary instructors, and 
brother seminarians, with whom he 
had spent many years while training 
and preparing for this day. 

Turning to the camera, he thanked 
his parents, who had sacrificed 
much, patiently raised him, and 
taught him to love God.  Looking at 
his wife, Nelya, he thanked her for 
accepting to be his wife, knowing 

that they would be traveling down 
this path together.

The seminarians of the St. Sophia 
Ukrainian Orthodox Theological 
Seminary, approached, and warmly 
greeted and congratulated their 
brother, wishing him all of God’s 
blessings, as they presented him 
with a colorful bouquet of roses.

Deacon Ihor gladly accepted the 
roses, and then turned to the people 
and invited them all for a light lunch 
to be held at the seminary.

With these words the faithful came 
forward to venerate the Cross and 
to congratulate the young newly 
ordained Deacon Ihor as the choir 
sang Mnohaya Lita. 

Walking out into the cold brisk air, 
the faithful did not notice the chill, 
as their hearts glowed warmly from 
within.  Three deacons ordained in 
the past month.  The future of the 
Church was bright, and they felt a 
certain sense of stability and hope.  
As they descended the steps, 
the bells of the church began to 
chime, as if themselves echoing the 
declaration of those below, “Axios! 
Worthy!  Гідний!”

Photos by Subdeacon Yaroslav 
Bilohan
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З благословення та від 
імені Високопреосвещеннішого 
Митрополита Антонія, Предстоятеля 
УПЦ США та Діаспори, Архієпископ 
Даниїл – правлячий ієрарх 
Західної Єпархії УПЦ США та 
Західної Європи, 7 березня 2021 
року Божого відвідав парафію 
Св. Великомученика та Цілителя 
Пантелеймона УПЦ США, що 
знаходиться в м. Бруклін, шт. 
Нью-Йорк.

Після надзвичайно важкого року 
пандемії COVID-19, переживши 
карантин, самоізоляцію, 
святкування Пасхи – Воскресіння 
Господа, Бога і Спасителя 
нашого Ісуса Христа перед 
екранами телевізорів та 
мобільних пристроїв, вірні та 
їхній настоятель о. Василь Шак, 
з духовним піднесенням вітали 
Архієпископа Даниїла при дверях 
свого храму. Приватна молитва 
на одинці вдома без сумніву має 
силу, проте спільна молитва у 
храмі, - має надзвичайну силу, 
особливо коли громаду у молитві 
веде архієрей. І це те, чого нам 
усім так не вистачає особливо на 
протязі останнього року.
До свята також приєдналося 

місцеве духовенство: о. Роман 
Шак, о. Степан Мотичак, о. Василь 
Пасакас, диякон Мирослав 
Микитюк та новохіротонізований 
диякон Микола Зомчак.

Під час Божественної Літургії, 
за заслуги перед Святою 
Українською Православною 
Церквою США, за присвяту і 
самопожертву до своєї громади 
та з нагоди 5-ліття Священичого 
служіння, настоятеля храму Св. 
Великомученика та Цілителя 
Пантелеймона о. Василя було 
нагороджено набедреником, який 
символізує духовний меч – слово 
Боже. У відповідь, о. Василь 
подякував владиці Даниїлу за 
довіру до нього та своїй дружині 
добродійці Олені за допомогу у 
його служінні.

У своїй проповіді 
Високопреосвященніший Владика 
звернув увагу на суть духовного 
зросту особистості у відношенні 
щодо Бога та ближніх. На 
завершення, Владика Даниїл 
наголосив: “Немає у світі людини, 
яка не мала б нагоди чинити 

добро. Кожного дня є можливість 
робити діла милосердя, 
допомагати бідним, потішати 
хворих. Не втрачаймо жодної 
нагоди вчинити Богові радість і 
стати в помочі, бо ж щойно чули 
Його Слово: «Усе, що Ви зробили 
одному з моїх братів найменших, 
ви мені зробили». Робімо людям 
добрі діла і тим виконаємо 
заповіді Христа і отримаємо вічну 
нагороду.”

Божественна Літургія, молебень 
до Св. Цілителя Пантелеймона, 
благословення новообраної 
Парафіяльної Управи, Заупокійна 
Літія, короткий духовний концерт 
з семінаристами Семінарії Св. 
Софії УПЦ США та слова вітань 
тривали біля чотирьох годин. 
Проте ніхто не помітив як швидко 
збіг цей час перебуваючи в 
молитві та духовному піднесенні.

Photos by Subdeacon Pavlo 
Vysotskyi

On a crisp Sunday morning, of 
the 14th of March, His Eminence 
Archbishop Daniel, Ruling Hierarch 
of the Western Eparchy of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the USA, resplendent in his 
white vestments, approached the 
steps of the St. Michael and St. 
George Parish in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  Arriving with him was 
recently ordained Deacon Myroslav 
Mykytyuk and Reader Maksym 
Zhuravchyk, who led the way up 
the steps of the church as the bells 
began to happily chime the arrival 
of the hierarch.

As His Eminence entered the 
narthex, he was warmly greeted 
by members of the parish board of 
administration, headed by Orysia 
Karkoc Bobchek.   Welcoming the 
archbishop to his parish, Vladyka 
Daniel was presented with the 
traditional loaf of bread, and salt.  
Thanking them for the lovely loaf, 
and warm greeting, Archbishop 
Daniel accepted the flowers which 
were handed to him by the young 
children of the parish.  Accepting 
the bouquets, His Eminence stated 
that any parish that has children 
in it, gesturing to the young girls 

wearing embroidered Ukrainian 
shirts, has a bright future ahead.  
With a warm smile he disassembled 
the bouquets and gave each child a 
flower, receiving a giggle and shy 
smile in response.

Entering the Nave of the church, the 
hierarch was greeted by the pastor 
of the parish, V. Rev. Evhen Kumka, 
who was this day celebrating his 
final Divine Liturgy at the parish 
as he was eagerly anticipating 
his retirement.  Father Evhen 
warmly greeted Archbishop Daniel, 
thanking him for visiting their parish, 
and honoring him with his presence 
at his retirement.  He asked for the 
hierarch’s prayers for himself at 
his retirement, for incoming pastor, 
Rev. Myron Korostil and his family, 
and for the parish which he lovingly 
served for many years.  In response 
Vladyka Daniel thanked him on 
behalf of Metropolitan Antony, 
Prime Hierarch of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the USA, 
himself, the faithful of the parish, 
for his dedication over the previous 
decades.  His Eminence stated that 
retirements are always bittersweet, 
however, they give an opportunity 
for the outgoing individual to get 

some well-deserved rest and 
enjoyment, while the incoming 
person is able to gain experience, 
and bring some new ideas and 
concepts to their new assignment. 

His Eminence accepted the Cross 
which was presented to him upon 
a tray by Fr. Evhen, and kissing 
it, he blessed both priests, the 
new and the old, stating this was 
a historic day, as the care of the 
parish was peacefully handed over 
through the serving together of the 
Divine Liturgy.  Archbishop Daniel 
turned to the people, and blessed 
them as led by the deacon and 
clergy, he made his way into the 
church, while the choir beautifully 
sang, “Wisdom! O you higher in 
honor than the Cherubim and more 
glorious beyond compare than the 
Seraphim, you gave birth to God 
the Word in virginity. You are truly 
Mother of God: you do we exalt. 
Glory be to the Father and to the 
Son and to the Holy Spirit, now 
and always and for ever and ever. 
Amen.”

Having made his way towards the 
front of the church, His Eminence 
stood there as the deacon 
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pronounced, “Master, it is time to act 
for the Lord,” to which Archbishop 
Daniel loudly proclaimed, “Blessed 
be our God, always, now and for 
ever and ever!”

From that point, the Divine Liturgy 
flowed as if on angels’ wings, 
the hierarch praying, the people 
bowing, the choir singing.  Prayers 
were said for the well-being of God’s 
holy churches and for the unity of 
all, for peace in the world and the 
good health of all the faithful.

The day’s Gospel Reading 
(Matthew 6:14-21) instructed the 
faithful on how to properly fast.  To 
fast before God, not men.  To store 
up their treasures in Heaven, not 
on earth, for the earthly treasurers 
are temporal, but the heavenly are 
eternal, and where their treasure is, 
there also will be their heart. 

Having read the Gospel, Archbishop 
Daniel took a few moments to 
address the faithful before him.  
He expounded that in the Epistle 
reading St. Paul writes to the 
Romans, where he contends that 
due to their earthly wealth they 
were jealous of one another, and 
therefore, they argue amongst 
themselves and have no peace.

His Eminence stated that this 
jealous behavior is not just 
something of the past, but, is alive 
and well today as often seen even 
at cemeteries, where people try to 
build larger and more elaborate 
memorial headstones from the ones 
around them.  However, through 
this behavior the faithful lose focus 
and emphasize the temporal and 
unnecessary.

Vladyka retold a story of two 
brother monks - one lived in the 
city, the other was an aesthetic in 
the desert.  The desert brother tried 
his hardest to be saintly, fasting and 
praying from his heart.  One day 

a devil came along and decided 
to tempt him.  However, the monk 
held to his principles and denied 
all the temptations that were put 
before him.  Eventually, another 
stronger demon arrived and stated 
he knew exactly how to tempt this 
pious monk, and he leaned over 
and whispered in his ear, “have 
you heard that your brother is 
now a bishop?”  Immediately this 
monk became jealous, and he fell 
physically and spiritually.

Today we are entering the holy 
season of Great Lent.  We will 
review our lives and will attempt 
various fasting rules for ourselves.  
Some will give up meat, others will 
give up wine, dairy, etc.  While this 
is wonderful that the faithful make 
a sacrifice for their faith, however, 
what is the point of fasting if we eat 
devour one another?

What is the point of going vegan, if 
we do not forgive our loved ones, 
strangers, and all others?  If our 
heart is filled with jealousy and 
anger, no matter how much we 
abstain from food products, there 
will be no room for the Grace of God 
to enter within.  We must let go of 
our envy, our pride, our hatred, and 
make room in our hearts for God.

His Eminence continued by stating 
that the Lord left us an example 
when He was preaching, for He 
taught by example, and not harsh 
words.  He fell upon His knees 
before others.  He served all who 
were in need, and brought countless 
to salvation by His selfless actions 
of feeding the hungry, helping the 
needy, curing the ailing.

As Christians we are the moral 
compass of the world around us.  
It falls to us to speak up when we 
see injustice, when we see actions 
contrary to the Law of God, when 
immorality is lauded, we are to 
speak up in defense of morality, 
goodness, and justice.

Speaking to the parishioners His 
Eminence stated that they are the 
moral conscience of this parish, of 
the town, and the society in which 
they live.  They cannot have the 
attitude that the parish is small and 
therefore they do not need to get 
involved.  Just the opposite.  They 
need to get engaged, involve their 
children, correct injustices and 
change this world for the better.  
Too often we are all too happy to 
just accept what society lays before 
us, not wishing to rock the boat, or 
step out of our comfort zones. 

The Lord created all things with 
purpose.  The animals provide us 
with bodily nourishment – eggs, 
milk, meat.  Trees provide lumber.  
Rivers provide water.  All things 

have their design and purpose in 
life, so what is our purpose?

God has given us freewill and a 
brain to think with.  He reveals 
Himself through our thoughts 
and the choices we make.  Our 
conscience tells how we ought to 
live, but, too often we pretend we 
do not hear it and ignore it.

Our purpose is to us our brains, our 
God-given abilities, our free-will, 
to make the appropriate choices 
that will positively impact the world 
around us.

His Eminence recalled that when he 
was in the army, the drill sergeant 
had instructed the soldiers to always 
follow his orders (whether they 
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understood them or not), because 
if they did not follow his orders, 
someone would die.  In a battle, 
it is crucial that everyone play the 
role assigned to them, unless they 
inadvertently shift the plan and 
cause someone to be injured or 
lose their lives.

The same concept holds true in 
our spiritual life.  We need to follow 
the Commandments of the Lord, 
otherwise we may be guilty of killing 
someone, and bringing about their 
spiritual demise.  We kill others 
by the way we speak, the tone in 
which we talk, the manner in which 
we post to Facebook or Twitter, etc.  
These are the modern weapons 
with which we destroy others.

Archbishop Daniel continued by 
sited the day’s Gospel Reading 
which teaches that when we fast, 
we are not to make a show of it.  
Instead, we are to keep our lips 
closed and pray silently.  We are 
not to tell others how we are fasting, 
for our fast is between us and God 
alone.  It should never be a point of 
pride.

As a Christian, we are always to 
practice moderation in all things.  
We are not to eat too much, drink 
too much, party too much, etc.  We 
need to be able to control ourselves 
in all things.

St. John Chrysostom taught that 
“when you fast, do not eat each 
other.”

His Eminence invited everyone to 
a truly genuine fast.  One in which 
we abstain from meat and dairy 
products, but, also we fast from 
evil thoughts, gossiping, anger, and 
pride.  We need to realize that the 
food we indulge in is not necessary 
for our survival.  It is not a medicine, 
and we will survive without it.  He 
encouraged everyone to eat more 
nuts, fruits and vegetables, but, 

even more so to improve their lives 
over the next 40 days.  He asked 
that everyone be kinder, bring 
peace and joy to their families, 
speak kindly to each other, tell 
others they are loved, and take time 
to sit on the floor and play with their 
children.  If it is important to us, we 
will find the time, and the way.

This year, His Eminence asked us 
to change our lives during Great 
Lent.  To make an effort to better 
ourselves and improve our spiritual 
lives, and not fool ourselves into 
complacency.  The size of our 
donations, the number of candles 
we light, the regularity in which we 
attend services, all mean nothing if 
we do not do them for the glory of 
God.  Fast from meat and dairy, but, 
go even further.  Find the initiative 
to change something negative in 
your life.  Make the effort, for faith 
without deeds, is dead.

Archbishop Daniel reminded 
everyone that before you can start a 
fast, you must first learn to forgive – 
forgive others, and forgive yourself, 
for if you are not able to forgive, 
the fast will be an empty exercise.  
If you fast from food, but, gossip 
about others, it is a useless fast.

No matter how painful or hurtful the 
past has been, we must turn the 
page.  We must put it all behind us 
and start the fast with a blank page.  
In order to enjoy the Resurrection, 
we must clean our lives of pride, 
laziness, and greed.

His Eminence recalled the previous 
Sunday’s Gospel Reading about 
the Prodigal Son.  He stated that 
everyone focuses on the son who 
lived sinfully, wasted his inheritance, 
and then returned to have his Father 
accept him back into the family and 
throw him a welcome home party.  
However, people often overlook 
the other brother, the one who was 
always faithful, and worked hard 

for his father, and then when he 
heard that his wanton brother was 
back and enjoying a party, he got 
angry and jealous and refused to 
enter the house and welcome back 
his returned brother.  This anger, 
frustration, and jealousy destroyed 
all the goodness by which he had 
lived his whole life.

Do not be the older brother.  Rejoice 
at others good fortune.  When you 
see someone with riches, proclaim 
God’s blessings upon them.  When 
you see someone celebrating, 
celebrate happily with them.  Do not 
permit that which you believe you 
“want” to destroy your inner peace, 
instead be grateful and enjoy that 
which you have. 

Archbishop concluded his sermon 
by asking everyone to not live by the 
precepts of jealousy, but to forgive 
all before they begin the fast. 

The sun streaming through the 
windows cast a warm glow upon all 
those within the church, adding a 
sense of peace and joy.  As prayers 
were raised, hymns sung, the 
people stood in deep contemplation, 
rejoicing in the Lord.

When the Royal Gates opened 
for the Eucharist, and Deacon 
Myroslav came out on the ambon 
with the Chalice, a little girl – Sophia, 
daughter of Fr. Myron Korostil, 
excitedly ran up the steps and stood 
expectantly awaiting to partake 
of the Gifts.  Archbishop Daniel 
who had already began recited 
the Prayer Before Communion 
paused, with a smile on his face, 
and explained this is how we should 
all approach, as this innocent child, 
with anticipation and joy. 

Having communed all the faithful 
who approached the service all 
too soon came to an end as the 
Dismissal Prayers were read.  

Before dismissing the faithful His 
Eminence, inviting Fr. Evhen and 
Dobrodijka Daria to come and stand 
to his left, and Fr. Myron and his 
family to stand on his right, stepped 
out to say a few words.  Firstly, he 
expressed his gratitude that even in 
a pandemic the doors of the church 
were open to the faithful to worship 
the Lord.  He then continued by 
explaining that over a year ago 
he had received a note from their 
pastor, Fr. Evhen Kumka, who 
having served 27 years at the parish 
decided it was time to step aside 
as pastor and transfer that honor 
to the next generation of clergy.  
Fr. Evhen would become a priest 
emeritus, still serving the Church, 
but, no longer carrying the burden 
and administrative responsibility of 
the parish. 

His Eminence thanked Fr. Evhen 
and Dobrodiyka Daria for their 
tireless work over the past three 
decades, and congratulated 
them for voluntarily and selflessly 
choosing to step down to give the 
younger generation the chance to 
serve and grow. 

Turning to Fr. Evhen, His Eminence 
reiterated his gratitude for the 27 
years of service, performing the 
Holy Sacraments for countless 
individuals – marriages, baptisms, 
funerals, etc. and for always being 
a remarkable and valued priest in 
the Church.    

Gesturing to the other side, Vladyka 
Daniel stated that as we bid farewell 
to one, we offer a warm welcome 
to another, as he introduced 
Rev. Myron Korostil, Dobrodiyka 
Christina, and their little daughter 
Sophia to the parish.   His Eminence 
stated that from today forward, Fr. 
Myron would be parish pastor, and 
would be serving the needs to the 
faithful. 
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Before departing, Fr. Evhen 
stepped up to say a few words to 
his longtime parishioners, thanking 
them for their kindness and unity 
in prayer over the many decades, 
and wishing them all the best.  Fr. 
Myron then expressed his gratitude 
to Archbishop Daniel, Fr. Evhen, 
and the parishioners for giving 
him this great opportunity, and 
that through their prayers, and the 
assistance of the Lord he looked 
forward to serving them to the best 
of his abilities.

His Eminence accepted the 
parish Blessing Cross from the 
hands of the outgoing pastor, and 
ceremoniously passed it along to the 
incoming pastor with his blessings.  
The choir and parishioners joyously 
sang Mnohaya Lita to both priests 
and their families, praying that God 
bless them with good health and 
happiness all their days.

As the bells began to chime, 
Archbishop Daniel, flanked by both 
priests, instructed the faithful that 
as today is Forgiveness Sunday, 
we are all to forgive each other.  
His Eminence started by asking all 
to forgive him, and then instructed 
the people to turn to each other and 
ask each other’s forgiveness.

With smiles the people all turned 
to each other, put aside the past, 
forgave each other, and looked 
forward to starting Great Lent with a 
new page in their books, and a new 
pastor to help lead them towards 
salvation.

The bells continued to chime, 
mingling with “Forgive me”… “May 
God forgive you, and I forgive 
you…” and so began not only 
Great Lent, but, a new chapter in 
the history of St. Michael and St. 
George Parish in Minneapolis.  May 

God grant many years to retiring 
priest V. Rev. Evhen Kumka, and to 
newly appointed parish priest Rev. 
Myron Korostil and their families.  
Mnohaya Lita!
The sun streaming through the 
windows cast a warm glow upon all 
those within the church, adding a 
sense of peace and joy.  As prayers 
were raised, hymns sung, the 
people stood in deep contemplation, 
rejoicing in the Lord.

When the Royal Gates opened 
for the Eucharist, and Deacon 
Myroslav came out on the ambon 
with the Chalice, a little girl – Sophia, 
daughter of Fr. Myron Korostil, 
excitedly ran up the steps and stood 
expectantly awaiting to partake 
of the Gifts.  Archbishop Daniel 
who had already began recited 
the Prayer Before Communion 
paused, with a smile on his face, 
and explained this is how we should 
all approach, as this innocent child, 
with anticipation and joy. 

Having communed all the faithful 
who approached the service all 
too soon came to an end as the 
Dismissal Prayers were read.  
Before dismissing the faithful His 
Eminence, inviting Fr. Evhen and 
Dobrodijka Daria to come and stand 
to his left, and Fr. Myron and his 
family to stand on his right, stepped 
out to say a few words.  Firstly, he 
expressed his gratitude that even in 
a pandemic the doors of the church 
were open to the faithful to worship 
the Lord.  He then continued by 
explaining that over a year ago 
he had received a note from their 
pastor, Fr. Evhen Kumka, who 
having served 27 years at the parish 
decided it was time to step aside 
as pastor and transfer that honor 
to the next generation of clergy.  
Fr. Evhen would become a priest 
emeritus, still serving the Church, 

but, no longer carrying the burden 
and administrative responsibility of 
the parish. 

His Eminence thanked Fr. Evhen 
and Dobrodiyka Daria for their 
tireless work over the past three 
decades, and congratulated 
them for voluntarily and selflessly 
choosing to step down to give the 
younger generation the chance to 
serve and grow. 

Turning to Fr. Evhen, His Eminence 
reiterated his gratitude for the 27 
years of service, performing the 
Holy Sacraments for countless 
individuals – marriages, baptisms, 
funerals, etc. and for always being 
a remarkable and valued priest in 
the Church.    

Gesturing to the other side, Vladyka 
Daniel stated that as we bid farewell 
to one, we offer a warm welcome 
to another, as he introduced 
Rev. Myron Korostil, Dobrodiyka 
Christina, and their little daughter 
Sophia to the parish.   His Eminence 
stated that from today forward, Fr. 
Myron would be parish pastor, and 
would be serving the needs to the 
faithful. 

Before departing, Fr. Evhen 
stepped up to say a few words to 
his longtime parishioners, thanking 
them for their kindness and unity in 
prayer over the many decades, and 
wishing them all the best.  Fr. Myron 
then expressed his gratitude to 
Archbishop Daniel, Fr. Evhen, and 
the parishioners for giving him this 
great opportunity, and that through 
their prayers, and the assistance 
of the Lord he looked forward to 
serving them to the best of his 
abilities.

His Eminence accepted the parish 
Blessing Cross from the hands of the 

outgoing pastor, and ceremoniously 
passed it along to the incoming 
pastor with his blessings.  The 
choir and parishioners joyously 
sang Mnohaya Lita to both priests 
and their families, praying that God 
bless them with good health and 
happiness all their days.

As the bells began to chime, 
Archbishop Daniel, flanked by both 
priests, instructed the faithful that 
as today is Forgiveness Sunday, 
we are all to forgive each other.  His 
Eminence started by asking all to 
forgive him, and then instructed the 
people to turn to each other and ask 
each other’s forgiveness.

With smiles the people all turned 
to each other, put aside the past, 
forgave each other, and looked 
forward to starting Great Lent with a 
new page in their books, and a new 
pastor to help lead them towards 
salvation.

The bells continued to chime, 
mingling with “Forgive me”… “May 
God forgive you, and I forgive 
you…” and so began not only 
Great Lent, but, a new chapter in 
the history of St. Michael and St. 
George Parish in Minneapolis.  May 
God grant many years to retiring 
priest V. Rev. Evhen Kumka, and to 
newly appointed parish priest Rev. 
Myron Korostil and their families.  
Mnohaya Lita!
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The ancient see of Chalcedon, to 
which Christianity spread during the 
2nd century AD and was formally 
established as a Metropolia of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople in 451 AD at the 
time of the Fourth Ecumenical 
Council – on Saturday, March 20, 
2021 became a place of spiritual 
gathering of numerous hierarchs, 
clergy, faithful and diplomats from 
around the world, as His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
presided over the enthronement 
ceremony of the new Metropolitan 
of the Holy Metropolis of Chalcedon 
– His Eminence Metropolitan Geron 
(Elder) Emmanuel.

Upon the invitation of Metropolitan 
Geron Emmanuel and with the 
blessing of His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
Archbishop Daniel traveled to 
Constantinople (Istanbul), Turkey 
in order to represent His Eminence 
Metropolitan Antony and the fulness 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the USA at the enthronement 
ceremonies.

Joining the hierarchs from the United 
States of America: His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros and His 
Eminence Metropolitan Alexios 
of Atlanta of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America, Vladyka 
Daniel offered congratulatory 
remarks to Elder Metropolitan 
Emmanuel and presented a gift of 
ecclesiastical panagia on behalf 
of the UOC of the USA. His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew received in audience 
Archbishop Daniel in order to 
discuss various ecclesiastical and 
administrative issues in the life of 
the Church.

Following the election of 
Metropolitan Emmanuel at 
the Metropolis of Chalcedon, 
the communities of the Holy 
Metropolis of Chalcedon issued an 
announcement expressing their joy:

“We welcome with great pleasure 
the decision of the Holy Synod of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which 
met on Tuesday, February 16, 
2021, during which Metropolitan 
Emmanuel of France, a worthy 

associate of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew, was elected 
Elder of Chalcedon.

The promotion of Metropolitan 
Emmanuel to Elder of Chalcedon 
is particularly important for our 
Metropolis and the Great Church of 
Jesus Christ.

Elder Metropolitan Emmanuel of 
Chalcedon is an important figure 
who adorns church circles. A 
hierarch with valuable education, 
endowed with qualifications and rare 
administrative skills, who served the 
Great Church of Christ for several 
years in many and demanding roles 
and positions. He took great action 
in Europe and worthily represented 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
directing the representation of the 
Orthodox Church in the European 
Union and being responsible for 
the two-way academic dialogue 
with Islam and Judaism. He is a 
versatile and diverse personality 
with a special love for letters and 
the arts. He is Chairman of the 
Board of the KAICIID Interfaith 
Foundation in Vienna, Coordinator 

of the International Religions for 
Peace Organization, and has 
been President of the Council of 
European Churches (CEC).

In recognition of his multifaceted 
action, he was named Knight of 
the Legion of Honor in 2010 and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Order 
of Honor in Greece in 2011.

We wish our historic Metropolis to 
live again moments worthy of its 
glorious past, its long history, and its 
great tradition under the guidance 
of Elder Emmanuel of Chalcedon.”

In his remarks, which were delivered 
in Greek, English, Arabic and 
French languages, Metropolitan 
Geron Emmanuel stated that “my 
election and enthronement at the 
recommendation of His All Holiness, 
to the historic and Elder Metropolis 
of Chalcedon by the Holy and 
Sacred Synod, is a supreme honor 
for me. I feel a great responsibility, 
and I will answer this new call of 
the Church in the fear of God. In 
the Church, we learn to always be 
obedient. As the Apostle Paul says, 
“obey your leaders and submit to 
them” (Hebrews 13:17).”

He also said that “my ministry in the 
Diaspora has enriched me with a 
new perspective, which will enrich 
as well my ministry at the Seat of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, and my 
archpastoral work for this Sacred 
Elder Metropolis, whose throne has 
been adorned in recent years by 
great figures… among which is All 
Holiness himself…

I ask for the prayers of all of you, so 
that I may be shown worthy of the 
expectations of our Patriarch, and 
that I may be well-pleasing to both 
God and man.”

Addressing those in attendance, 
the Ecumenical Patriarch reminded 
that he himself more than thirty 
years ago the succeeded the 
late Metropolitan and Elder Mr. 
Meliton (Hatzis) as the hierarch of 
the Metropolis of Chalcedon: “…
we personally lived that day as a 
blessed moment in the life of the 
Church, and today, glorifying the 
Triune God, we live again, with all 
the dear brother hierarchs present, 
the members of the Patriarchal 
Holy Synod as well as the noble 
clergy and the Christ-loving people 
of Chalcedon, the continuation of 
the Church, as the richly merciful 
Metropolitan Emmanuel was 
summoned, inspired by the votes 
of the Holy Synod members for 
this historic Province, imposing 
his hand on the plow (Luke 9:62) 
and beginning of a multifaceted 
work: responsibility towards God, 
responsibility for the salvation 
of the faithful and responsibility 
towards the first throne Church of 
Constantinople. “

“Holy brother, you have exercised 
for twenty-five years now, an 
episcopal work, which is for every 
bishop a practical highlight of the 
transforming power of the Church in 
the world, as the place and manner 
of the coming of Christ Himself.

You are called to continue this high 
work of ministry from a different 
rampart and to contribute to the 
greatness of the Apostolic Church 
of Constantinople, the eternally 
adorned with achievements, varied 
with a stream of tears, drenched in 
blood of martyrdom…

The pious people of your Province 
are waiting for you, whom we are 
sure you will live in with sacrificial 
love and paternal affection. We 
are not today, Your Holiness, in 

this historic Metropolis, the old 
greatness, the numerous flock, 
our pulsating community life, our 
schools and institutions.

However, we remind you and all 
those present, of the words of the 
Blessed Metropolitan of Chalcedon 
Meliton, of our most honorable 
predecessor, from his enthronement 
ceremony, on October 30, 1966, 
about 55 years ago, which still 
resonate in his sanctuary. “’Do not 
be afraid of the little flock; for your 
father has blessed and given you 
the kingdom’ (Luke 10:32).”

Afterwards, the Patriarch reminded 
that in this historic ecclesiastical 
Province, the Fourth Ecumenical 
Council was held (451), in which 
the “doctrine of Chalcedon” was 
formulated.

The Ecumenical Patriarch then 
referred to the long experience of 
the new Archbishop of the Elder 
Diocese of Chalcedon from the 
important missions assigned to him 
from time to time by the Mother 
Church.

Concluding his speech, the 
Ecumenical Patriarch stressed: 
“Our humble ministry of the past 
thirty years on the Patriarchal 
Throne of Constantinople has 
taught us, among other things, that 
in critical circumstances for society 
and the Church, what matters is not 
what we say or do, but who we are.

It is not only the ideas or the 
drawing up of plans or proposals for 
the solution of human problems that 
are of value. Important for the life of 
our Church is the breath of personal 
example, the information of our life, 
our own life, as embodied in the 
mind and ethos of the Church.
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The real changes - and we know 
how fascinating the talk of change 
is, but at the same time, how 
frustrating people are - the real 
changes, then, come from within. It 
is a state of experience, a state of 
pain and crucifixion, as experienced 
by the Great Church over time.

Spend as a pastor, continuing the 
irreplaceable tradition of our Holy 
Orthodox Church, the tradition 
of the City, which is a legacy of 
morality and nobility, emptiness 
and sacrifice, formed over many 
centuries, and in fact many, many 
years and crown the martyrdom.

Incline yourselves to the voice of 
the sacred tradition and accept it 
not as a voice from the past, but as 
living and animating the present, 
and as the voice of eternity.”

Following the conclusion of the 
official liturgical entrapment 
services, hierarchs, clergy, faithful 
and diplomats in attendance 
(abiding by strict COVID-19 
pandemic safety regulations) had 
the opportunity to personally greet 
the newly enthroned spiritual father 
of the Metropolis of Chalcedon and 
to share in a formal luncheon in his 
honor.  

Photos by Yani Kayakoparan

The Metropolitan Council is the 
executive administrative body of the 
Church and holds the responsibility 
of implementing the decisions of 
the Sobor and continuing its work 
between sessions.  On Friday, 
February 25th, the Council of the 
Metropolia members joined His 
Eminence Metropolitan Antony, 
Prime Hierarch of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the USA, and 
His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, 
Ruling Hierarch of the Western 
Eparchy and President of the 
Consistory, for their annual meeting. 

The daylong meeting commenced 
with a prayer, led by Metropolitan 
Antony, after which he took a few 
minutes to share a few opening 
remarks with the attentive group.  
While the pandemic has been a 
difficulty overall, but as in all things, 
one must search for silver-linings.  
For the Church, and for himself 
personally, this shining pinpoint 
of light was an increased self-
awareness, an increased prayer 
life and a willingness to be alone 
with God in silence.  His Eminence 
expressed how being isolated for 
the past many months, alone with 
one’s thoughts and with God, was 

an awakening of sorts.  Quarantine 
allowed us to slow down our lives, 
to reprioritize them, to come closer 
to God and to think not less of 
ourselves, but less about ourselves 
and our sometimes selfish motives 
in life. 

The Seminary livestreamed 
Morning and Evening prayers, 
plus Divine Liturgies, Molebens, 
Vespers, etc. throughout the year. 
Every morning at 7 AM dozens of 
faithful awaken early and join their 
prayers to those of the seminarians.  
The same scenario repeats in the 
evening at 9 PM, and even more 
view the services after the fact, 
tuning in at the hour that they come 
to stand before their icons and pray.

While the realization that so many 
people are joining the streamed 
services is a joy and a light of 
hope in the future of the Church, 
confirming that the people, although 
isolated, still yearn for, search 
for, and find Christ through His 
Church.  However, there also is the 
danger that people may become 
accustomed to “watching” Liturgy, 
and not actually participating in 
it.  While this may be “easier”, it 

separates them from the Church 
– the Body of Christ and their 
brothers and sisters of faith during 
the “common work” of the faithful, 
worshiping as one - and from 
the life-giving Holy Mysteries or 
Sacraments.  God created us to 
worship together, stating where two 
or three are gathered in His name, 
there He is as well. 

Therefore, it is imperative for 
local parishes to begin to reopen 
as soon as is permissible in their 
local area, and to welcome their 
faithful back through their wide-
open doors, so once again they can 
worship as the family, which they 
are.  Metropolitan Antony continued 
discussing the latest news from 
the eparchies, focusing on a few 
key parishes.  While some remain 
closed and others are strictly 
enforcing COVID-19 restrictions, 
nonetheless, slowly most parishes 
are returning to life, and welcoming 
back their faithful.  The Church 
is alive, active, and growing, with 
new mission parishes opening in 
New Mexico, Arkansas, and North 
Carolina.
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His Eminence Archbishop Daniel 
delivered his Report as Consistory 
President.  In his statement he 
reviewed the reports of all the 
Offices of Ministry.  At present all 
our diligently working and providing 
valuable information and support to 
the faithful of the Church.  A special 
shout-out was given to Natalie 
Kapeluck Nixon and the Youth & 
Young Adult Ministry for their hard 
and continuous work throughout the 
pandemic.  Throughout the weeks 
Natalie and her assistants have 
organized and prepared various 
ZOOM lessons, classes, virtual 
retreats, story time, etc. to keep the 
youth of the Church engaged, not 
only providing them lessons, and 
distraction from COVID restrictions, 
but, giving them a chance to meet 
and see other children their age, 
which is invaluable to the youth.  
Young people crave the company 
of their peers, and the isolation has 
hit their demographic the hardest, 
resulting in a spike in depression 
and anxiety among teens and young 
adults.  Therefore, a huge thank you 
goes out to Natalie and her helpers 
in doing all they could to ensure the 
youth of our Church felt loved and 
supported as they made their way 
through these difficult times.

Fr. Robert Holet presented his Office 
of Stewardship report, discussing 
how many parishes are financially 
struggling during the pandemic.  
However, where there exists 
hardship, there exists opportunity, 
especially to assist those in need.  
The Church has stepped up to plate 
and lived the teachings of Christ to 
“love they neighbor”, and to “feed 
His sheep”.  While ministering to 
the souls, the Church has also 
supported and cared for the physical 
needs of not only their parishioners, 
but also people in need throughout 
the world.

Protodeacon Ihor Mahlay, President 
of St. Andrew Society and Director 

of the Office of Christian Charity, 
explained how His Eminence 
Archbishop Daniel had traveled to 
Ukraine last year to deliver much 
needed funds to flood victims, 
whose homes were heavily water 
damaged.  He later traveled to 
the Mariupol region to deliver 
more assistance to those in need, 
including the elderly who depend 
on the help of others for the basic 
necessities of life – food for their 
nourishment, coal to keep them 
from freezing, and a kind word to 
lighten their heart and bolster their 
spirits.  These acts of love were 
made possible for the most part, by 
the kind and generous donations 
to the St. Andrew Society, which 
makes all its contributions through 
our Holy Church.

Sometimes, it is the simplest thing 
that makes the biggest difference.  
A cup of oatmeal, a cup of warm 
tea, a sandwich.  Archbishop Daniel 
once again led by example when 
he joined in feeding the hungry in 
the glorious capital city of Ukraine, 
Kyiv.  On a cold winter night, people 
lined up, stomping their feet to keep 
warm, and waited to be handed 
a morsel of food.  While the tea 
warmed their bodies, shared words 
with His Eminence warmed their 
souls, as he spoke to each person, 
giving them individual worth and 
bolstering their resolve.

Following all these examples, many 
of the parishes of the UOC of the 
USA also redoubled their efforts 
in helping the increasing numbers 
of people in need.  Many parishes 
served hot meals, others held coat 
and clothing drives, while others 
simply handed out necessities 
to homeless individuals on the 
corners of lonely and dark streets.  
Every effort lives out Christ’s 
Commandment to care for others.  
To put the interest of others before 
one’s own.  To cry when others cry 
and to lift them up.  Many additional 

charitable initiatives are planned for 
this coming year, and Archbishop 
Daniel explained what a great 
opportunity it is for the Church to 
make a difference and to touch the 
lives of so many individuals. 

Protodeacon Ihor Mahlay, President 
of St. Andrew Society and Director 
of the Office of Christian Charity, 
explained how His Eminence 
Archbishop Daniel had traveled to 
Ukraine last year to deliver much 
needed funds to flood victims, 
whose homes were heavily water 
damaged.  He later traveled to 
the Mariupol region to deliver 
more assistance to those in need, 
including the elderly who depend 
on the help of others for the basic 
necessities of life – food for their 
nourishment, coal to keep them 
from freezing, and a kind word to 
lighten their heart and bolster their 
spirits.  These acts of love were 
made possible for the most part, by 
the kind and generous donations 
to the St. Andrew Society, which 
makes all its contributions through 
our Holy Church.

Sometimes, it is the simplest thing 
that makes the biggest difference.  
A cup of oatmeal, a cup of warm 
tea, a sandwich.  Archbishop Daniel 
once again led by example when 
he joined in feeding the hungry in 
the glorious capital city of Ukraine, 
Kyiv.  On a cold winter night, people 
lined up, stomping their feet to keep 
warm, and waited to be handed 
a morsel of food.  While the tea 
warmed their bodies, shared words 
with His Eminence warmed their 
souls, as he spoke to each person, 
giving them individual worth and 
bolstering their resolve.

Following all these examples, many 
of the parishes of the UOC of the 
USA also redoubled their efforts 
in helping the increasing numbers 
of people in need.  Many parishes 
served hot meals, others held coat 

and clothing drives, while others 
simply handed out necessities 
to homeless individuals on the 
corners of lonely and dark streets.  
Every effort lives out Christ’s 
Commandment to care for others.  
To put the interest of others before 
one’s own.  To cry when others cry 
and to lift them up.  Many additional 
charitable initiatives are planned for 
this coming year, and Archbishop 
Daniel explained what a great 
opportunity it is for the Church to 
make a difference and to touch the 
lives of so many individuals. 

His Eminence wrapped up his 
report on the Ministries of the 
Church by reviewing last year’s 
accomplishments by the Liturgical 
Commission, which through the 
intense efforts of Fr. Michael 
Hontaruk, has completed additional 
service books. St. Sophia Seminary 
will soon be publishing a 3-volume 
Catechism of the Orthodox Church 
by Fr. Dr. Harry Linsinbigler

Every day the public is reached 
through a myriad of Public 
Relation avenues, ranging from 
daily livestreams via Facebook 
and YouTube, Scripture Readings 
posted daily, email blasts, daily 
updated Web Page, mailed out 
circulars, and monthly editions 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Word 
(UOW) which features articles on 
the latest Church News, spiritual 
reflections, recipes, a children’s 
section, plus all the vital statistics for 
the month, and advertisements for 
upcoming events and celebrations.  
His Eminence thanked Fr. Ivan 
Synevskyy – our Website Manager, 
Elizabeth Symonenko – UOW 
Editor, Fr. Michael Hontaruk and 
Joshua Oryhon – editors of the 
UOC of USA Facebook Page.

The discussion continued about the 
Metropolitan John Theodorovych 
UOC/St. Seminary Library and 
the bookstore, both of which are 

flourishing and acquiring additional 
materials on a regular basis.  The 
bookstore sales have increased as 
the public has become comfortable 
ordering items online.  His Eminence 
thanked Dob. Oksana Pasakas, our 
Librarian and Fr. Vasyl and Dob. 
Olena Shak, our Ecclesiastical and 
Bookstore managers.

Fr. Stephen Hutnick gave a 
presentation on the financial 
status of the Church.  As other 
organizations, the Church has 
suffered financial loss during the 
pandemic.  Even though corners 
were cut, and belts were tightened 
as much as possible, income was 
drastically down, and the Church 
suffered a loss.  There is hope 
that with the pandemic subsiding 
things will begin to return to some 
semblance of normal and that this 
coming year might turn around.  
The Council members approved 
the budget for the coming year and 
agreed to do what they could to 
assist the Church with her finances.

Metropolitan Antony discussed the 
status of the St. Sophia Ukrainian 
Orthodox Theological Seminary.  
He thanked Archbishop Daniel 
for the immense effort he has 
put into ATS certification for the 
institution.  Archbishop Daniel, in 
turn, expressed his gratitude to the 
Seminary Staff – Fr. Vasyl Pasakas, 
Dean of Students, Fr. Theophan 
Mackey, Vocations Director, all the 
teaching staff from Professors to 
Lecturers, and very importantly, 
Maria Morozowsky, the cook 
who keeps the staff and students 
healthy. The seminary is flourishing 
with 29 full and distance learning 
students and will have a number of 
graduates this year.  The resident 
students are studying well, with a 
recent ordination of Deacon Mykola 
Mykytyuk and two additional 
ordinations to the Deaconate to take 
place in March – Mykola Zomchak 
and Ihor Protsak. 

Metropolitan Antony spoke at the 
presentation of a very professional 
All Saints Camp report, which 
was submitted by V. Rev. John 
Haluszczak, chairman of the Camp 
Committee and Joshua Oryhon, 
Camp Manager.  Unfortunately, 
the camp was not open for 
encampments last summer 
because of the pandemic and the 
decision about opening this year 
will be made in early April.  There is 
significant hope that at least some 
encampments will be possible 
during the summer months, 
depending upon whether or not herd 
immunity has been accomplished 
in the country. During this “time off” 
the maintenance committee has 
been able to attend to many of the 
repairs that were necessary.

Karen Ferraro, President of the Sr. 
Ukrainian Orthodox League gave 
her report on both the Sr. and Jr. 
League stating that this year has 
been difficult for the members, as 
churches are under restrictions, 
and people are not free to meet.  
Nonetheless, there has been 
some activity.  The UOL continues 
its charitable work, holds virtual 
retreats and ZOOM sessions, 
and has organized a “Praying 
Together through Great Lent and 
Advent” programs, where those 
who have signed up read a portion 
of the Psalter every day, with 
enough people reading the various 
Kathismas, that each day the 
entire Psalter is read by members 
of the Church.  This effort not only 
solidifies and unifies the people, it 
enlightens, bolsters, and comforts 
the souls of those who do the 
reading.  As with All Saints Camp, a 
decision will be made in early April 
about the annual UOL Convention 
scheduled for July.  If it is not 
possible to gather again this year 
in person, then a virtual convention 
will once again be developed.

The Historical Education Complex 
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report, another very professional 
presentation was submitted by 
Michael Andrec, PhD, Director of 
Archives, Natalia Honcharenko, 
Museum Director and Dob. Oksana 
Pasakas, Collections Manager.  
All three of these individuals have 
become full-fledged educators 
through the many and varied virtual 
programs and museum exhibits 
that have been mounted over the 
past year. Fr. Stephen Hutnick, 
President of the UHEC Board of 
Trustees presented the Report and 
spoke of the efforts to begin a major 
capital fund drive in the near future, 
along with expressing gratitude to 
the entire staff and all the Board 
members for their continued efforts.  
All the virtual offerings presented to 
the public over the past year have 
attracted hundreds of participants.  
The Center is most widely know fore 
our “Nashi Predky” ancestry project, 
teaching people how to research 
their family trees and offering 
conferences for professionals who 
offer insights into the ancestry world.  
Metropolitan Antony expressed his 
gratitude to all the Center Staff for 
untiring efforts.

The Metropolitan followed with a 
discussion about the 22nd Regular 
Sobor of our Church, which will be 
held in October 2022 and appointed 
a Pre-Sobor Commission, which 
will make all the preparations for 
the event.  He also appointed 
a Constitution Commission to 
consider any amendments that 
might be necessary since our 
last revision of the Constitution in 
2010.  Finally, he announced that a 
special part Zoom, part in person, 
seminar event will be conducted on 
St. Thomas Sunday in memory of 
Metropolitan John Theodorovych, 
the first Metropolitan of our 
Church at the 50th anniversary 
of his repose.  This event will be 
conducted one week after Pascha, 
which is the date of our Annual St. 
Thomas Sunday Pilgrimage.  The 
Pilgrimage and accompanying 
programs and food service will not 
be held this year due to uncertainty 
about the state and threat of the 
pandemic.

Before leading the closing prayer, 
Archbishop Daniel thanked all 
those present, and all those who 

work behind the scenes to make 
the Church the success it is.  
Without the assistance of everyone, 
the Church would not be able to 
minister to so many people in so 
many ways.  He expressed his 
heartfelt gratitude to His Eminence 
Metropolitan Antony for responsibly 
leading the Church, with wisdom, 
kindness and love.  Metropolitan 
Antony also expressed his gratitude 
to all the members of the Council, of 
the various Ministries of the Church, 
and to the faithful whose hard work, 
and sincere prayers are making a 
positive impact on the life of the 
Church.

Asking for the Lord’s guidance 
and protection, Archbishop Daniel 
concluded the meeting with prayer.  
With final waves and smiles, the 
members of the Council of the 
Metropolia signed off, eager to 
begin work on all the tasks their 
hierarchs had assigned to them.  
The plans are solid, the people are 
willing, and the coming year is full 
of promise.

DURING GREAT LENT, I WILL PRAY FOR:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

During Great Lent, I will:
__ Complain less
__ Go to bed on time
__ Not argue with my brother/sister/friend
__ Not talk back to my parents
__ Pray more
__ Go to church
__ Clean my room
__ Help someone
__ Pick up the trash
__ Spend less time on computer/iPad/phone
__ Watch fewer movies
__ Read the Bible
__ Try to not eat meat
     (as a child, at least on Friday)

PRAYER OF SAINT EPHRAIM THE SYRIAN

Lord and Master of my Life!

Take from me the spirit of laziness, despair, lust of power, and idle talk.

Rather, grant me, Your servant, the spirit of chastity, humility, patience, 
and love.

Yes, Lord and King!  Grant that I may see my own sins, and not judge my 
brother, for blessed are You to the ages of ages.  Amen.



Dmytryshyn, Marko Andrii baptized and chrismated on February 
28, 2021 in St. Mary’s Church, New Britain, CT. Child of  Andrii 
Dmytryshyn and Iryna Vasylyshyn. Sponsors: Nazar Moroz and 
Katarzyna Dabrowska. Celebrated by V. Rev. Andrii Pokotylo.

Kozii, Mark baptized and chrismated on July 26, 2020 in St. 
Volodymyr Church, Chicago, IL. Child of  Roman Kozii and Svitlana 
Gumeniuk. Sponsors: Sergii Dushenko / Viktoriya Kozlovska and 
Nick Parashchak / Diana Kerechan. Celebrated by V. Rev. Ivan 
Lymar.

Romaniv, Michelle baptized and chrismated on March 6, 2021 
in St. Panteleimon Parish Church, Brooklyn, NY. Child of  Vasyl 
Romaniv and Yuliana Romaniv. Sponsors: Stepan Romaniv and 
Iryna Tykhanevych. Celebrated by Rev. Vasyl Shak.

Yakubyak, Matvey baptized and chrismated on September 5, 2020 
in St. Volodymyr Church, Chicago, IL. Child of  Dmytro Yakubyak 
and Nadezda Makarova. Sponsors: Michael Demchuk and Viktoriya 
Zhauniak. Celebrated by V. Rev. Ivan Lymar.

Yashchuk, Mykola Nikolai baptized and chrismated on February 
6, 2016 in St. Mary the  Protectress Church, Rochester, NY. Child of  
Volodymyr Yashchuk and Maryana Zakharchishin. Sponsors: Oleg 
Divonka and Nataliya Zakharchishin. Celebrated by V. Rev. Igor 
Krekhovetsky.

Zhuravel, Artem baptized and chrismated on February 9, 2020 
in St. Volodymyr Church, Chicago, IL. Child of  Andriy Zhuravel 
and Liubov Vasylyshyn. Sponsors: Andriy Kuzniak and Viktoriia 
Mikhalova. Celebrated by Fr. Andriy Shelvakh. 
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Gerent, Walter of  West Hartford, CT on February 17, 2021 at the 
age of  98 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Andrii Pokotylo of  St. Mary’s 
Parish, New Britain, CT 06051.

Ostroushko, Peter of  Minneapolis, MN on February 24, 2021 at 
the age of  67 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Evhen Kumka of  St. 
Michael’s & George’s Parish, Minneapolis, MN 55413.

Sherstiuk, Boris of  Mt. Prospect, IL on July 28, 2020 at the age 
of  89 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Ivan Lymar of  St. Volodymyr 
Parish, Chicago, IL 60622.
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may god grant to them many happy and blessed years! 

V. Rev. George Bazylevsky 3/8/2003
Rev. Vasyl Shak   3/12/2016
Rev. Bohdan Marusczak 3/15/1998
Rev. Walter Hvostik  3/19/1995
V. Rev. Gregory Czumak 3/24/2001
V. Rev. Michael Kochis  3/27/1995
V. Rev. Mykola Krywonos 3/28/1981
Dn. Adrian Mazur  3/6/2016
Dn. Mykola Zomchak  3/6/2021
Dn. Ihor Protsak   3/13/2021
Dn. Theodore Brinegar  3/29/2009
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ВІЧНА ПАМ’ЯТЬ!MEMORY ETERNAL!

Clergy and Deacons:

 19th 1954 - PROTOPRIEST IVAN LECHICKYJ 
 31st  1965 -  MITRED PROTOPRIEST VOLODYMYR SOKOLOWSKY 
  6th  1968 -  PROTOPRIEST VOLODYMYR PYLYPEC
  5th  1970 -  PROTOPRIEST MICHAEL MOSTENSKY
  5th  1970 -  PROTOPRIEST PETRO OPARENKO
 14th 1970 -  MITRED PROTOPRIEST LEONID DOLYNSKYJ
 15th 1970 -  MITRED PROTOPRIEST EVHEN KOROLYSHYN
 18th 1982 -  PROTOPRESBYTER WILLIAM OLYNYK
 23rd 1986 -  DEACON PETER WESELOWSKY
 25th 1989 -  PROTOPRESBYTER OREST KULICK
  8th  1993 - PROTOPRIEST ANATOLIJ BULAWKA
 14th 1993 -  PRIEST DR. MYKOLA STEPANENKO
  4th 1996 -  PRIEST WILLIAM WOJCIECHOWSKI
 31st 2004 - PROTOPRESBYTER WILLIAM CZEKALUK
 13th 2008 - MITRED PROTOPRIEST IVAN  MIRONKO 
 2nd 2009 - PROTOPRESBYTER MICHAEL PETLAK
   1st 2010 - PROTODEACON VOLODYMYR POLISCHUK

MARCH
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УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ПРАВОСЛАВНЕ СЛОВО 
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX WORD
P.O. Box 495 
South Bound Brook, NJ  08880

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Get involved in the life of  your Church! 

The success of  all Church sponsored events depends upon your active participation!

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK 

uocofusa

4th Sunday of Great Lent
ST. JOHN OF THE LADDER

April 11

The ANNUNCIATION
of the THEOTOKOS

April 7

3rd Sunday of Great Lent
ADORATION OF THE CROSS

February 28

UOL - Pan-Orthodox
Lenten Retreat

April 17

Jr UOL Virtual Lock-In
St. Vladimir Cathedral

Philadelphia
April 16

Registeration due April 10

5th Sunday of Great Lent
ST. MARY OF EGYPT

April 18

PALM SUNDAY

April 25

HOLY WEEK

April 26 -


